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PREFACE 



As a sovereign power in the Western Hemisphere, 
the remarkable body whose history I have sought to 
present, witnessed French and Spanish, Russian, Dutch, 
and Portuguese dominion in turn flourish there, de- 
cline and disappear. It saw from afar new colonies 
planted by European States ; it saw the beginning and 
the end of the bloody quarrels which transformed 
these colonies themselves into states. It saw numerous 
wars, great and small, hotly waged and meanly wane ; 
and (contributing less than any to this end) the gradual 
extermination of the aboriginal masters of the Northern 
Continent. In the long era of its sovereignty, the 
remote forest fastnesses of the moose and beaver 
were transformed by loyal British subjects into opulent 
provinces. But that series of changes, so often pic- 
turesque and always significant, which has marked 
the history of the western world, left, seemingly, one 
institution untouched. 

Surviving all rigimes and nearly all conditions, for 
a period of two full centuries the " Great Company ** 
(thus it was dubbed by the aborigines) existed unshorn 

Til 
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of any of its greatness, the one original pillar 
remaining in that New World mansion, which is at 
once the refuge of errant peoples and the theatre of 
discoveries, vicissitudes, and experiments. Upon the 
Company was conferred the right of establishing 
castles and fortifications, garrisons and colonies, plan- 
tations, towns, and villages, in any parts or places 
within the limits of its own territory ; and to each 
of its outposts, forts, and stations it had the right of 
sending ships of war, men or ammunition, and of 
appointing governors, commanders, and officers to con- 
trol them and the surrounding districts. 

As a pioneering factor in a rude wilderness, the 
Hudson's Bay Company naturally occupied a very 
different position from such a body as the East 
India Company ; it is worth remembering besides that 
it began as a territorial sovereign of the very first 
magnitude. Diflfering as widely in root as in branch 
from the French associations in Canada for the traffic 
in furs, it did not go forth amongst the natives with 
the Bible in its hand. Evangelisation was not even 
one of its excuses. Yet it was truly a friend to the 
Red man ; and had its policy been the only one affect- 
ing that unhappy being in daily life, commerce, and 
morals, the result might have been vastly different, 
not only for himself but equally for the fur-trade. 
Nevertheless, if the Company had never suffered from 
competition, or had never even known a rival, the 
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westward march of an inexorable civilisation must have 
brought its sway to a curtailment, if not to a close. 

It is easy to perceive that the day is not far 
distant when that map showing the area of the Com- 
pany's rule will be dotted with villages, towns, and 
cities ; the forests of Rupert's Land uprooted ; its plains 
tilled by the husbandman, flocks and herds roaming 
its valleys, miners in summer and winter vexing its 
pine-clad hills. Yet what few spots there are in this 
vast region which can cease to bear testimony for 
generations to come to the labours and heroisms of 
the servants of the Great Company ? Here — there — 
wherever indeed we choose to cast our glance, traces 
confront us of the indomitable fiir-hunter who, often 
frozen and hungry, always in remoteness and solitude, 
lived here his life, and lent his name to lake, mountain, 
and river, to settlement, creek, or hill. 

. With regard to the official motto of the Company, 
concerning which there have arisen some amusing mis- 
conceptions, I should like to hazard a word. Many 
who have not believed " Pro pelle cutem " a quotation 
from a classical Latin author, have fancied that it was 
adopted latterly in allusion to Sir J. H. Pelly, Bart., 
who was Governor of the Company for thirty years, from 
1822 to 1852. The meaning of the motto is not, as 
commonly rendered, " A skin for a skin," but " We seek 
(or want) the skin for the sake of the fur," some verb 
being understood to govern the accusative case cutem. 
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While the phrase is not a quotation, its occurrence in 
a transposed form in the celebrated Tenth Satire of 
Juvenal is curious: "Deformem pro cute pellem . . . 
aspice/' which may be rendered : " Instead of a skin 
behold a tangled hide ! " 

There is likewise a singular phrase in the Vulgate 
(Job ii. 4) : '' Pellem pro pelle, et cuncta quae habet 
homo, dabit pro anima sua," which we thus translate : 
'* (And Satan answered the Lord and said) Skin for 
skin, yea all that a man hath will he give for his 
life." 

I wish to record my gratitude to many for assistance 
and courtesies rendered to me during the writing of 
a narrative which has necessitated no little time and 
application. Amongst those besides the venerable Lord 
Strathcona and Mount Royal to whom I am especially 
indebted I ought to mention Mr. William Ware, the 
courteous secretary of the Hudson's Bay Company; 
Mr. Martin Griffin, the Parliamentary Librarian; 
Mr. Sylvain, the Assistant Librarian, both of Ottawa; 
Mr. Douglas Brymner, the Dominion Archivist at 
Ottawa; Mr. Lionel Portman, and to M. Trarieux of 
Paris. I owe thanks to the Countess of Selkirk for 
a photograph of the bust of Lord Selkirk ; and also to 
Mr. Matthew Semple of Philadelphia for a miniature 
of his ancestor. Governor Semple. 

Of pretensions to being what is called exhaustive 
in these two volumes I make none; indeed there is 




material left for an eDtertaining series. But there are, 
I luD happy to learn, others labouring in the field 
whose pens, better practised in historical writing, may 
be left henceforth to traverse, more minutely and in 
far more picturesque fashion than my own, what I 
hare found, for a space, a congenial and an attractive 
theme. 



Club, London, 
Dtcejnbtr 1899. 



CONTENTS 



Pbepace 

GOVERKOBS OF THE HUDSON'S BAY COMPANY . 
DEPUTY-€k)VERNORS OF THE HUDSON'S BAY COMPANY 

Intkoduction 



• • 

Vll 

xxi 

• • • 

ZXlll 
XXV 



CHAPTER I 



I 660- I 667 



Effect of the Restoration on Trade — Adventubeks 
AT Whitehall— The East India Company monopoly- 
English interest in Nobth Amebica— Pbincb Rupert's 
CLAIMS— The Fub Tbade of Canada— Aim of the 
WOBK 1-8 



/ 



CHAPTER ir 

1659-1666 

Gboseilliebs and Radisson — Theib pebegbinations in 
THE Nobth-West— They betubn to Quebec and lay 
their scheme before the Go vebnob— Repulsed by 
him they pbooebd to New England— And thence 
SAIL for France, where they endeavour to interest 

M. COLBEBT . . . ' 9-24 

xiii 



XIV 



CONTENTS 



CHAPTER III 



V 



1640- I 667 

PAOSl 

Prince Rupert — His chasactbb — Serves throuoh the 
Civil War— His Naval Expedition in the West 
Indies — Residence in France— And ultimately in 
London— He receives Groseilliers and introduces 
HIM to the Kino 26-36 



CHAPTER IV 

1668-1670 

^ The Prince Visits the " Nonsuch "—Arrival in the Bay 
— Previous voyages of exploration — A Fort com- 
menced AT Rupert's River — Gillam's return- 
Dealing with the Nodwayes— Satisfaction op the 
Company— A Royal Charter granted .... 37-48 



CHAPTER V 

1668-1670 

Danger apprehended to French dominion— Intend ant 
Talon— Fur-Trade extended westward- News of 
the English expedition reaches Quebec— Sovereign 
rights in question— English priority established 49-58 



CHAPTER VI 



167 1 

First public sale at Garra way's— Contemporary prices 
of fur— The Poet Dryden — Meetings of the Com- 
pany—Curiosity OF THE TOWN— Aborigines on view 69-70 



CONTENTS 



XV 



CHAPTER VII 
1671-1673 



V 



PAOM 



Mission of the VtRE Alb an el — Appbehension at Fobt 
Chables — Bailey's distrust op Radisson — Expedi- 
tion TO Moose River— Gboseilliers and the savages 
—The Bushrangers leave the Company's service — 
Abbival of Govebnob Lyddal 71-84 



CHAPTER VIII 



1673-1682 



v 



Pbogbess of the Company— Confusion as to the names 

AND NUMBEB OF THE TBIBES— RADISSON GOES TO PABIS 

— His bfpobts to obtain suppobt thebe, and fbom 
Pbince Rupebt, in England, pail— Abbival op M. 

DE LA CHESNAYE — ^WlTH HIS HELP RADISSON SECUBES 

SUPPOBT— And sails fob Quebec— Thence pboceeds 

WITH TWO ships TO ATTACK THE ENGLISH POBTS IN 

Hudson's Bay— His bncountebs with Gillam's ex- 
pedition FBOM London, and his son's fbom New 
England 86-105 



CHAPTER IX 
1682-1683 



\ 



Dkath of Pbikcx Rupbbt— The Company's difficulty in 
pbocubing pbopeb sebvants— Radisson at Fobt Nel- 
son—The two Gillams— Their meeting— Capture of 
the New England party— The fibst Scotchman in 
THE Bay— Govebnob Bbidoab cabbied off pbisoneb— 
india17 vlsitobs to the fort— disastebs to the ships 
—The Fbsnch bubn the Island Fort— Radisson's 

HARANGUE TO THE INDIANS— RETUBN TO FBANCE . 106-132 




CHAPTEB X 
1683-1685 
Hatb wbites to Lord Fr£btok— Godev bknt to Radissok'b 

LODOINOS— La BADBlt'B STBKNtrOUS BrvVBTS— RADIBSON 

RETURNS TO THE Skulibh — He leaves fob thb Bax — 

MBBTS his liBPHBW CkoUART — FOBT BOUBBON 8UR- 

sendbbed to the Cohpakv— Radibson's drahatic re- 
turn TO LOSIION 133-161 



CHAPTER XI 

i68S-i6»6 

Fbionbu AIIGEB OP Lewis— He writes to La Barrk— Iu- 
POBTANCE attachbi) TO Indiak Tbbatiks— Dulutu's 

ZEAL— GAUTHIEB DE COMPOBTIER— DENOKVII.LE UADB 

GovBES OR— Capture op tub " Mbeciiakt op Pebpbtu- 
ASA "—Expedition op Troves aqaikbt the Company's 
FoBTB IN THB Bay— Moose Fobt guBRBKDERBD ISS-ltil 



CHAPTER XII 
1686-1689 
The Feench attack ttPOH Fobt Bupbkt— Governor Sar- 

OBANT APPRISED —I NTBBPIDITY OP NiXOK — CAPTURE OP 

Fobt Albanv- Disasteb to the " CiiuRCiiiLL "— The 
CoMPAxy HBABB tub ill news— Neootiations por 
Colonial heutralitt— Obstruction op New Severn 
Fobt—Lobs op thb " Haupbhire " — Tub Revolu- 
tion 185-181 



CONTENTS XVll 

CHAPTER XIII V 

1689-1696 

PA0E8 

Company's Claims mentioned in Declabation of Wab 
— Pabliambnt grants Company's application for 
confirmation of its charter— implacability of the 
Felt-makers — Fort Albany not a success in the 

HANDS OF THE FRENCH— DENONVILLE URGES AN ATTACK 

UPON Port Nelson— Lewis despatches Tast with a 
Fleet to Canada — Iberville's jealousy prevents 

ITS SAILING TO THE BAY— GOVERNOR PHIPPS BUBNS 

Fort Nelson— Further agitation on the part of 
THE French to possess the West Main — Company 
Q ) makes another attempt to regain Fort Albany 
—Fort Nelson surrendered to Iberville — Its re- 
conquest BY THE Company 182-197 

CHAPTER XIV 

1696-1697 V 

iMPBisoNED French Fur-Traders reach Paris— A Fleet 
under Iberville despatched by Lewis to the Bay 
—Company's four ships precede them through 
THE Straits— Beginning of a fierce battle — The 
"Hampshire" sinks— Escape of the "Dbring" and 
capture of the "Hudson's Bay "—Dreadful storm 
IN the Bay— Losses of the victors— Landing of 
Ibervills— Operations against Fort Nelson- Bailey 
yields— Evacuation by the English . 198-210 

CHAPTER XV 

1698-1713 

Petition presented to Parliament hostile to Com- 
pany—Seventeenth Century conditions of trade— 
" coureurs des bois "-price of peltries— standard 
OF TRADE PRESCRIBED — Company's Conservatism— 
VOL. I. b 



xvm CX>NTENTS 

PAAU 

Lettebs to Factobs — Chabacteb of the eablt 

GOVEBKOfiS — HBNBT KBUUBT — YOBK FACTOBT UNDBB 
THE FbENCH—MASSACBE OF JfiB^MIB'B MEN— StABVA- 
TION AMONGST THE INDIANS 211-233 

CHAPTER XVI 
1697-1712 

Company sebiouslt damaged by loss of Pobt Nelson- 
Send AN ACCOUNT OF THEIB CLAIMS TO LOBDS OF 

Tbade— Definite boundaby pbopositionb of tbadb— 
Lewis anxious to cbbate boundabies— Company look 
TO outbbeak of wab— Wab of Spanish Succession 
breaks out— Pebiod of advebsity fob the Company 
—Employment of Obkneymen — Attack on Fobt 
Albany— Despebate condition of the Fbench at 
Yoek Fobt— Petition to Anne 234-248 

CHAPTER XVII 

1712-1720 

Queen Anne espouses the cause op the Company— 
Pbiob's view of its wants — Tbeaty of Utrecht 
— Joy of the Adventubers — Petition fob Act of 
Cession— Not pbessed by the Bbitish Govebnment— 
Governob Knight authobised to take possession of 
Port Nelson — ** Smug ancient gentlemen " — Com- 
missioners to ascertain bights— Their meeting in 
Paris— Matters move slowly— Bladen and Pulteney 

BETUBN TO BnGLAND 249-261 

CHAPTER XVIII 

1719-1727 

The South Sea Bubble— Nation catches the feveb of 
speculation— Stbong temptation fob the Company 
—Pricking of the Bubble— Narrow escape of the 
Adventubebs— Knight and his Expedition— Anxiety 



CONTENTS XIX 

PAGKS 

as to theib fate — certainty of theib loss — 
Burnett's scheme to cripple the French— It forces 
them westward into rupert*s land . 262-273 



CHAFIEK XIX 
1687-1712 

Hudson's Bay Tribes peaceful — Effect of the Traders' 
PRESENCE— Depletion of Population— The Crees and 
AssiNiBOiNES — Their Habits and Customs — Their 

NUMBEBS — No SUBOBDINATION AMONGST THEM — SPIBI- 

tuous Liquobs — Effect of Intempebance upon the 
Indian 274-289 

CHAPTER XX 

1685-1742 

Ebb ANT Tribes of the Bay— The Goose Hunt— Assem- 
blage at Lake Winnipeg— Difficulties of the voy- 
age— Abbival AT THE FOBT— CEBEMONY FOLLOWED BY 

DEBAUCH— Gifts to the Chief— He makes a speech 
TO the Govebnob— Ceremony of the Pipe — Tbading 

BEGUN 290-300 

CHAPTER XXI 
1731-1742 
System of licenses beadopted by the Fbench— Veban- 

DBYE sets out FOB THE PACIFIC— HiS SON SLAIN— DIS- 
APPOINTMENTS — He beaches the Rockies — Death of 
Vebandbye— FoBTS IN Rupert's Land — Peteb the 
Great and the Hudson's Bay Company— Expeditions 
OF Bering — A North -West Passage— Opposition of 
THE Company to its discovery— Dobbs and Middle- 
ton — Ludicbous distrust of the explorer — An 
anonymous letter 301-322 



XX 



CONTENTS 



CHAPTER XXII 



1 744-1 748 
War again with Fbance^Company takes meaburbb to 

DEFEND ITS FORTS AND PROPEBTT— " KEEP YOUR OUNS 

LOADED "—Prince ** Charlie "—His Stock in the 
Company confiscated— Further Instructions to the 
Chief Factors — Another Expedition to search for 
A^ North -West Passage— Parliament offers Twenty 
Thousand Pounds Reward — Cavalier Treatment 
FROM Governor Norton— Expedition returns— Dobbs' 
enmity— Privy Council refuse to grant his Petition 
—Press-gang outrages — Voyage of the "Sea- 



PA0C8 



horse 



)l 



323-339 



GOVERNORS OF THE HUDSON'S 

BAY COMPANY 



His Highness Prince Rupert 1670-1683 

H.R.H. James, Duke op York (apterwauds King 

James II.) 1683-1685 

John, Lord Churchill (afterwards Duke of Marl- 
borough) 1685-1691 

Sir Stephen Evanck, Kt 1691 -1690 

The Rt. Hon. Sir William Trumbull . . 1696-1700 

Sir Stephen Evance, Kt 1700-1712 

Sir Bibye Lake, Bart 1712-1743 

Benjamin Pitt 1743-1746 

Thomas Knapp 1746-1750 

Sir Atwell Lake, Bart 1750-1760 

Sir William Baker, Kt 1 700-1 770 

Bibye Lake 1770-1782 

Samuel Wegg 1782-1799 

Sir James Winter Lake, Bart 1799-1807 

William Mainwaring 1807-1812 

Joseph Berens, Junior 1812-1822 

Sir John Henry Pelly, Bart 1822-1852 

Andrew Colville 1852-1856 

John Shepherd 1856-1858 

Henry Hulsk Beuens 1858-1863 

Rt. Hon. Sir Edmund Walker Head, Bart., K.C.B. 1863-1868 

Rt. Hon. The Earl op Kimberley .... 1868-1869 
Rt. Hon. Sir Stafford H. Northcotk, Bart., M.P. 

(Earl of Iddesleigh) 1869-1874 

Rt. Hon. Qeorge Joachim Goschen, M.P. 1874-1880 

Eden Colville 1880-1889 

Lord Strathoona and Mount Royal, G.C.M.Q. . 1889- 

xxi 



DEPUTY-GOVERNORS OF THE 
HUDSON'S BAY COMPANY 



Sir John Robinson, Kt. . 

Sir James Hayes, Kt. 

The Hon. Sir Edward Dering 

Samuel Clarkk . 

John Nicholson . 

Thomas Lark 

Sir Bibtk Lake, Bart. 

Captain John Merhy 

Samuel Jones 

Benjamin Pitt . 

Thomas Knap? . 

Sir Atwell Lake, Bart. . 

Sir William Baker, Kt. . 

Captain John >rERRY 

Bibye Lake .... 

Robert Mkrry . 

Samuel Wkgg . • 

Sir Jamks Winter Lake, Bart 

Richard Hulse . 

Nicholas Caesar Corsellis 

William Mainwarino 

Joseph Berens, Juniou 

John Hknry Pelly 

Nicholas Qarrt 

Benjamin Harrison . 

zxiii 



Kt 



1670-1675 
1675-1685 
1685-1C91 
1601-1701 
1701-1710 
1710-1711 
1711-1712 
1712-1729 
1729-1735 
1735-1743 
1743-1746 
1746-1750 
1750-1760 
1760-1765 
1765-1770 
1770-1774 
1774-1782 
1782-1799 
1799-1805 
180.')-180(> 
1806-1807 
1S07-1812 
1812-1822 
1822-1835 
1835-1839 



XXIV DEPUTY-GOVERNORS OF THE COMPANY 

Andrew Colville 1839-1852 

John Shepheiid 1852-1856 

Henrt Hulse Berenb 1856-1858 

Edward Ellicb, M.P. 1858-1863 

Sir Curtis Miranda Lamfson, Bart. . 1863-1871 

Eden Colville 1871-1880 

Sir John Robe, Bart., Q.C.M.Q 1880-1888 

Sir Donald A. Smith, G.C.M.Q 1888-1889 

The Earl op Lichfield 1889-1898 



INTEODUCTION 



The history of the Htcdsons Bay Company during two 
centuries of its existence must bring out prominently several 
matters which are apt ruyw to be lightly remembered, I 
refer amongst other things to the immense area of country 
— more than half as large as Europe — over which its 
control eventually extended, the explorations conduMed 
under its auspices, the successful endeavours, in spite of a 
strentums opposition, to retain its hold upon what it 
regarded as its territory, its fnendly relations with the 
Indians; and, finally, the manner in which its woi^k 
prepared the way for the incorporation of the illimitahle 
wilderness within the Dominion of Canada, 

It is not too much to say that the fur- traders were the 
pioneers of civilisation in the far West. They undertook 
the most fatiguing journeys with the greatest phcck and 
fortitude; they explored the country and kept it in trust 
for Great Britain. These fur-traders penetrated to the 
Bocky Mountains and beyond^ into what is now kruywn as 
British Columbia, and even to the far North and North- West, 
in connection with the extension of trade, and with the 
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establishment of the famous Hudson's Bay Company posts 
and forts which toere the leading features of the maps of the 
country until within comparatively recent times. The names 
of many of these early explorers are perpetuated in its rivers 
and lakes, and not a few important Arctic discoveries are 
connected with the names of officers of the Company^ such 
as ffeame, 'Dease, and Simpson, and, in later times. Dr. 
John Bae. 

The American and Bussian Companies which were seek- 
ing tra/le on the Pacific Coast in the early d^xys of the 
present century, were not able to withstand the a<^timty and 
ente7p7nse of their Britisih HvaJs, but for whose discoveries 
and work, even British Columbia might not have remained 
British territory. For many years the only civilised occu- 
pants of both banks of th^ Coluvibia River were the fur- 
traders, and it is not tlieir fault that the region betu-ecn it 
and the International Boundary does not now belong to 
Canada, Alaska was also leased by the Hudsons Bay 
Company from Russia, and one cannot help thinking that 
if that country had been secured by Gi^eut Britain, we 
shozdd probably never have heard of the boundary question, 
01" of the disputes over the seal Jisheries in the Behring Sea. 
Howeve7\ th^se things must be accepted as they are ; but it 
will not in any ca.se be questioned that the v:ark of the 
Company prepared the way for the cansolidaiion of the 
Dominion of Canada, enabling it to extend its limits from 
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the Atlantic to the Pddfic, and from the International 
Boundary to the far North, 

The prindpal business of the Company in the early days 
was, of course, the purchasing of furs from the Indians, in 
exchange for arms, ammunition, clothes, and other com- 
modities imported from the United Kingdom, Naturally, 
therefore, the prosperity of the Company depended largely 
upon good relations being maintain^ with the Indiana, 
The white man trusted the Indian, and the Indian trusted 
the white man. This mutual confidence, and the friendly 
relations which were the result, made tJte transfer of the 
territory to Canada comparatively easy, when the time for 
surrender came. It is interesting to note also, thai while 
intent upon trading vrith the Indians, the Company did not 
neglect the spread of civilising influences among them. The 
result of their policy is seen in th^ relations which Iiave 
happily existed since 1870 between the Government and the 
Indians, There have been none of the difficulties which gave 
rise to so many disasters in the western parts of the United 
States, Even in the half-breed disturbance of 1869-70, 
and in that of \%%b, the Indians, with very few exceptions, 
could not be induced to take arms against the forces of law 
and order. 

Although the Red Rivei* Settlement was inatigui'ated and 
carried out undei* its auspices, it hcis been stated, and in 
terms of reproach, that the Company did not encourage 
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settlement or colonistUion, The statement may have an 
element of trtUh in it, but the condition of the eomntry at 
the time must be borne in mind. Naturally the Jur-trade 
and settlement could nU go on side by side. On the other 
Juind, until tlu country was made accessible, colonisation was 
not practicable. Settlers could not get there without the 
greatest difficulty, even for many years after the transfer of 
the territory took place, or get tlieir produce away. Indeed, 
until the different provinces of Canada became federated, 
and were thus in a position to administer the country and 
pi*ovide it with the necessary means of communication, the 
opening u^) of its agricidtural resources was almost an 
impossibility. No single province of Canada could have 
undertaken its administration or development, and neither 
men nor moruy xcere available locally to permit of its 
blos807ning out separately as a colony, or series of provinces, 
T/ie work of the Company is still being continued, cdtliough 
of course under somewhat different conditions. The fur- 
trade is quite as large as ever it vxls, and the relations of 
t/ce Company arc as cordial as of old with the Indians, and 
other inhabitants, in the districts remote from settlement, in 
which this part of the business is largely carried on. It 
has also adapted itself to tJie times, and is now one of the 
leading sources of supply to the settlers in Manitoba, the 
Noi't/ir'West TeiTitories and Britisli Columbia, and to the 
prospectors ami miners who are engaged in developing the 
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CHAPTER I 

1660-67 

Effect of thb Rbstobation on Trade — Advbntubbrs at 
Whitehall—The East India Company monopoly— Eno- 
LiSH intebest in Noeth Amebica^Prince Rupert's Claims 
—The Fur Trade of Canada— Aim of the Work. 

That page in the nation's history which records the 
years immediately following the Restoration of the 
Stewarts to the English throne, has often been re- 
garded as sinister and inauspicious. Crushed and 
broken by the long strain of civil war, apparently 
bankrupt in letters, commerce, and arms, above all 
sick of the restraints imposed upon them by the 
Roimdheads, the nation has too often been represented 
as abandoning itself wholly to the pursuit of pleasure, 
while folly and license reigned supreme at court. The 
almost startling rapidity with which England recovered 
her pride of place in the commercial world has been 
too little dwelt upon. Hardly had Charles the Second 
settled down to enjoy his heritage when the spirit of 
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mercantile*4ctiyity b^an to make itself felt once more 
The afi^t-.of trade and commerce, of discovery and 
colonisation, which had languished under the Puritan 
asGBjqdency, revived; the fever of "Imperial Expan- 
s^!»Q/ burst out with an ardour which no probability 
.^ of ''failure was able to cool; and the coiurt of the 
,^ '*;• Merry Monarch " speedily swarmed with adventurers, 
•'"^ '• eager to win his favour for the advancement of schemes 
to which the chiefs of the Commonwealth would have 
turned but a deaf ear. 

Of just claimants to the royal bounty, in the 
persons of ruined cavaliers and their children, there 
was no lack. With these there also mingled, in the 
throng which daily beset the throne with petitions 
for grants, charters, patents and monopolies — returned 
freebooters, buccaneers in embryo, upstarts and com- 
pany-promoters. Every London tavern and coffee- 
house resounded with projects for conquest, trade, or 
the exploitation of remote regions. 

From the news-letters and diaries of the period, and 
from the minutes of the Council of Trade and the 
Royal Society, one may form an excellent notion of 
the risks which zealous capital ran during this memor- 
able decade. 

For two centuries and more, mercantile speculation 
had been busy with the far East. There, it was 
believed, in the realms of Cathay and Hindustan, lay 
England's supreme market. A large number of the 
marine expeditions of the sixteenth century were 
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associated with an enterprise in which the English 
nation, of all the nations in Europe, had long borne, 
and long continued to bear, the chief part. From the 
time of Cabot's discovery of the mainland in 1498, 
our mariners had dared more and ventured oftener in 
quest of that passage through the ice and barren lands 
of the New World which should conduct them to the 
sunny and opulent coimtries of the East. 

The mercantile revival came; it found the Orient 
robbed of none of its charm, but monopoly had laid 
its hand on East India. For over half a century the 
East India Company had enjoyed the exclusive right 
of trading in the Pacific between the Cape of Good 
Hope and Cape Horn, and the merchants of London 
therefore were forced to cast about for other fields of 
possible wealth. As far as North America was con- 
cerned, the merest reference to a map of this period 
will reveal the very hazy conception which then 
English riRht Prevailed as to this vast territory. Few 
to Hudson's courticrs, as yet, either at Whitehall or 
^' Versailles, had begun to concern themselves 

with nice questions of frontier, or the precise delimi- 
tation of boundaries in parts of the continent which 
were as yet unoccupied, still less in those hyper- 
borean regions described by the mariners Frobisher, 
Button, and Fox. To these voyagers, themselves, the 
northern half of the continent was merely a huge 
barrier to the accomplishment of their designs. 

Yet in spite of this destructive creed, it had long 
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been a cardinal belief in the nation that the English 
crown had by virtue of Cabot's> and of subsequent 
discoveries, a right to such territories, even though 
such right had never been actively affirmed.^ 

In the year 1664 the King granted the territory 
now comprised in the States of New York, New 
Jersey, and Delaware to his brother, the Duke of 
York, and the courtiers became curious to know 
what similar mark of favour would be bestowed 
upon his Majesty's yet imrewarded cousin, Prince 
Rupert, Duke of Cumberland and Count Palatine of 
the Rhine.^ 

The Duke of York succeeded in wresting his new 
Transatlantic possession from the Dutch, and the fur- 
trade of New Anisterdam fell into English hands. 
Soon afterwards the first cargo of furs from that 
region arrived in the Thames. 

* "The great maritime powers of Europe," said Chief Justice 
Marshall, *' discovered and visited different parts of this Continent at 
nearly the same time. The object was too immense for any of them 
to grasp the whole ; and the claimants were too powerful to submit to 
the exclusive or unreasonable pretensions of any single potentate. To 
avoid bloody conflicts, which might terminate disastrously to all, it 
was necessary for the nations of Europe to establish some principle 
which all would acknowledge and which would decide their respec- 
tive rights as between themselves. This principle, suggested by the 
actual state of things, was, * that discovery gave title to the Govern- 
ment by whose subjects or by whose authority it was made, against 
all other European governments, which title might be consummated 
by possession.' " 

* "Prince Rupert, we hear, is of no mind to press his Plantation 
claims until this Dutch warre is over. A Jamaica pattent is spoke of." 
— Pleeuant Pcuaoffcs, 1665. 
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Naturally, it was not long before some of the keener- 
sighted London merchants began to see behind this 
transaction vast possibilities of future wealth. The 
extent of the fur-trade driven in Canada by the French 
was no secret.^ Twice annually, for many years, had 
vessels anchored at Havre, laden with the skins of fox, 
marten, and beaver, colleoted and shipped by the Com- 
pany of the Hundred Associates or their successors in 
the Quebec monopoly. A feeling was current that 
England ought by right to have a larger share in this 
promising traflSc, but, it was remarked, " it is not well 
seen by those cognizant of the extent of the new plan- 
tations how this is to be obtained, unless we dislodge 
the French as we have the Dutch, which his present 
Majesty would never countenance." 

Charles had little reason to be envious of the posses- 

1 As early as 1605, Quebec had been established, and had become 
an important settlement; before 1630, the Beaver and several other 
companies had been organised, at Quebec, for carrying on the fur- 
trade in the West, near and around the Great Lakes and in the North- 
West Territory ; that the enterprise and trading operations of these 
French Companies, and of the French colonists generally, extended 
over vast regions of the northern and the north-western portions of 
the continent ; that they entered into treaties with the Indian tribes 
and nations, and carried on a lucrative and extensive fur-trade with 
the natives. In the prosecution of their trade and other enterprises 
these adventurers evinced great energy, courage, and perseverance. 
They had, according to subsequent French writers, extended their 
bunting and trading operations to the Athabasca country. It was 
alleged that some portions of the Athabasca country had before 1640 
been visited and traded in, and to some extent occupied by the French 
traders in Canada and their Beaver Company. This is, of course, pure 
folly. From 1640 to 1670 these discoveries and trading settlements 
had nevertheless considerably increased in number and importance. 
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sion, by his neighbour Lewis, of the country known as 
New France. 

Those tragic and melancholy narratives, the '' Rela- 
tions des Jestdtes/' had found their way to the Engh'sh 
French fur- Court. From thcsc it would seem that 
trade. ^Y^Q terrors of cold, hunger, hardships, and 

Indian hostility, added to the cost and difficulties 
of civil government, and the chronic prevalence of 
official intrigue, were hardly compensated for by the 
glories of French ascendency in Canada. The lead- 
ing spirits of the fur-trade then being prosecuted 
in the northern wilds, were well aware that they 
derived their profits from but an infinitesimal por- 
tion of the fur-trading territory; the advantages of 
extension and development were perfectly apparent 
to them ; but the difficulties involved in dealing with 
the savage tribes, and the dangers attending the 
establishment of further connections with the re- 
mote interior; conspired to make them content with 
the results attained by the methods then in vogue. 
The security from rivalry which was guaranteed to 
them by their monopoly did not fail to increase 
their aversion to a more active policy. Any efforts, 
therefore, which were made to extend the French 
Company's operations were made by Jesuit mis- 
sionaries, or by individual traders acting without 
authority. 

Such, in brief, was the state of affairs in the year 
1666 when two intrepid bushrangers, employees of the 
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old Company/ dissatisfied with their prospects under 
the new regime, sought their way out from the depths 
of the wilderness to Quebec, and there propounded to 
the Intendant, Jean Talon, a scheme for the extension 
of the fur-trade to the shores of Hudson's Bay. This 
enterprising pair saw their project rejected, and as a 
sequel to this rejection came the inception and establish- 
ment of an English association,^ which subsequently 
obtained a charter from the King, under the name and 
title of "The Governor and Company of Merchants- 
Adventurers trading into Hudson's Bay." 

To narrate the causes which first led to the forma- 
tion of this Company, the contemporary interest it 
excited, the thrilling adventures of its early servants, 
of the wars it waged with the French and drove so 
valiantly to a victorious end; its vicissitudes and 
gradual growth ; the fierce and bloody rivalries it 
combated and eventually overbore; its notable expe- 
ditions of research by land and sea; the chai'acter of 

^ In 1663 the charter of the Compagnie des Cents Assoc^s, gpranted 
by Richelieu in 1627, was ceded to the Crown. In 1665 the new 
Association, "La Compagnie des Indes Occidentals," received its 
charter. 

' Several noblemen and other public-spirited Englishmen, not un- 
mindful of the discovery and right of the Crown of England to those 
parts in America, designed at their own charge to adventure the 
establishing of a regular and constant trade in Hudson's Bay, and 
to settle forts and factories, whereby to invite the Indian nations 
(who live like savages, many hundred leagues up the country) down 
to their factories, for a constant and yearly intercourse of trade, which 
was never attempted by such settlements, and to reside in that in- 
hospitable country, before the aforesaid English adventurers undertook 
the same." — Company* i Memorial^ 1699. 
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the vast country it ruled and the Indians inhabiting 
it ; and last but not least, the stirring and romantic 
experiences contained in the letters and journals of 
the Great Company's factors and traders for a period 
of above two centuries — such will be the aim and 
purpose of this work. 



CHAPTER II 

1659-1666 

Grosbilliebs and Radisson— Thbir peregrinations in the 
North -West— They return to Quebec and lay their 
Scheme before the Governor— Repulsed by him they 
PROCEED to New England— And thence sail for France, 

WHERE they endeavour TO INTEREST M. COLBERT. 

The year 1659, notable in England as the last of the 

Puritan ascendency and the herald of a stirring era 

of activity, may be reckoned as the first with which 

the annals of the Great Company are concerned. It 

is in this year that we first catch a glimpse of two 

figures who played an important part in shaping its 

destinies. Little as they suspected it, the two intrepid 

fur-traders, Groseilliers and Radisson, who in the spring 

of that year pushed their way westward from Quebec 

to the unknown shores of Lake Superior, animated in 

this, as in all their subsequent exploits, by a spirit 

of adventure as well as a love of gain, were to prove 

the ancestors of the Great Company. 

Medard Chouart, the first of this dauntless pair, 

was bom in France, near Meaux, and had emigrated 

to Quebec when he was a little over sixteen years old. 

His father had been a pilot, and it was designed that 

9 
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the son should succeed him in t^e Bune oaUlt^. But 
long before this intention could be lealned he fell in 
with a Jesuit, returned firom Canada, who vas fiill of 
thrilling tales about the New France beyond the seas ; 
and so strongly did these aneodotee, with their sug- 
gestion of a rough and joyous career in the wilderness, 
appeal to his nature, that he detennined to take his 
own part in the glowing life which the priest depicted. 
In 1641 he was one of the fifty-two mMgrSa who sailed 
with the heroic MussoneuTe from Bochelle. five years 
later we find him trading amoi^st the Hurons, the 
tribe whose doom was ab^ady sealed by reason of the 
„ .... , enmity and superior might of the Iroquois ; ' 
fintmai- and at the close of another year comes the 
""*'' record of his first marriage. The bride is 

Etienne, the dai^hter of a pilot, Abraham Uartin of 
Quebec, the "eponymous hero" of that plateau adjoin- 
ing Quebec where, a century later, was to take place 
the mortal struggle between Wolfe and Montcalm. 

It was probably soon after this marriage that 
Chouart adopted the title " des Groseilliers," derived 
from a petty estate which his father had in part be- 
queathed to him. 

Xot long did his wife survive the maxri^e ; and 
she died without leavii^ any l^acy of children to 
alleviate his loss. But the young adventurer was not 
destined to remain for any length of time disconsolate. 
Within a year of his wife's death, there arrived in 
the colony a brother and sister named Pierre and 
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Marguerite Radisson, Huguenots of good family, who 
had been so persistently hounded in France by the 
persecution which sought to exterminate their com- 
munity, that the one key to happiness had seemed to 
them to lie beyond the seas. No sooner had their 
father died than they bade farewell to France and 
sailed for Canada, there to start a new life amidst new 
and more tranquil surroundings. 

With this couple young Groseilliers soon struck up 
an acquaintance; and so rapidly did the intimacy 
ripen that before long he was imited to the sister in 
matrimony, and to the brother in a partnership for the 
pursuit of commercial adventure. The double imion 
proved doubly fortunate; for Marguerite seems to 
have made a well-suited wife, and Pierre, though in 
birth and education superior to Groseilliers, was no 
whit less hardy and adventurous, nor in any respect 
less fitted for the arduous tasks which their rougt life 
imposed upon them. The two speedily became fast 
friends and associates in enterprise, and thus united 
they soon took their place as the leading spirits of the 
settlement at Three Rivers. Here, in 1656, Radisson 
married for the first time, his bride being a Mile. 
Elizabeth Herault, one of the few Protestant young 
women in the whole of Canada. Groseilliers, who had 
been long disgusted at the priestly tyranny of which 
he had seen so much in Canada, probably needed but 
little inducement to embrace the Protestant religion, if 
indeed this had not been stipulated upon at the time 
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of his marriage. At all eTonts, we now find him 
reputed to be among the Protestants of the Colony; 
some of whom were, in spite of the bitter prejudice 
against them, the boldest and most successful spirits 
the fur-trading conmiunity of that period had to show. 

Radisson, like Groseilliers,^ had the misfortune to 
lose his wife soon after their marriage ; but, like his 
Radisson comradc, he too sought consolation in a fresh 
weds marriage. This time he allied himself with 

I v» ir e. ^^^ daughter of a zealous English Protestant, 
who afterwards became Sir John Eirke. It was to the 
brothers of this Eirke that the great Champlain, thirty 
years before, had surrendered Quebec. 

With this introduction to the characters of the two 
remarkable men whose fortunes were to become so 
closely entwined with that of the Hudson's Bay 
Company, we may pass to their early efforts to extend 
the fur-trade beyond those limits which the distracted 
and narrow-minded oflScers of the Compagnie des 
Cent Assoc^s thought it necessary to observe. 

Reaching the shore of Lake Superior in the early 
summer of 1659, Radisson and Groseilliers travelled 

' Each scribe seemed to have followed his own fancy in spelling 
our hero's name. I find Groiseliez, Grozcliers, Groseliers, Groiziliers, 
Grosillers, Groiseleiz, and Groseillers. Charlevoix spells it Groseilliers. 
Dr. Dionne, following Radisson's Chouard, writes Chouart. But, as 
Dr. Brjmner jnstlj observes, *' he is as little known by that name as 
Voltaire by his real name of Aronet, he being always spoken of by 
the name of des Groseilliers, changed in one affidavit into * Goose- 
berry.'" The name literally translated is, of course. Gooseberry- 
boshes. 
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for six days in a south-westerly direction, and then 
came upon a tribe of Indians incorporated with the 
Hurons, known as the Tionnontates, or the Tobacco 
Nation. These people dwelt in the territory between 
the sources of the Black and Chippeway Rivers, in 
what is now the State of Wisconsin, whence, in terror 
of the bloody enmity of the Iroquois, they afterwards 
migrated to the small islands in Lake Michigan at the 
entrance of Green Bay. 

During their temporary sojourn with this branch 
of the unhappy Hurons the two pioneering traders 
heard constant mention of a deep, wide, and beautiful 
river — comparable to the St. Lawrence — to the west- 
ward, and for a time they were half tempted by their 
ever-present thirst for novelty to proceed in that 
direction. Other counsels, however, seem to have pre- 
vailed ; for instead of striking out for the unknown river 
of the west they journeyed northward, and wintered 
with the Nadouechiouecs or Sioux, who hunted and 
fished among the innumerable lakes of Minnesota. 
Soon afterwards they came upon a separate band of 
war-like Sioux, known as the Assiniboines, a prosper- 
ous and intelligent tribe, who lived in skin and clay 
lodges and were " familiar with the use of charcoal." 

From these Assiniboines, Radisson and Groseilliers 
A Route to first heard of the character and extent of 
th« Bay. ^Y^^^^ great watery tract to the north, named 
by the English explorers " Hudson's Bay," which 
was to be the scene of their later labours; and 
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not only <lid they glean news of its nature, but they 
also succeeded in obtaining information as to the 
means of reaching it. 

In August 1600, the two adventurers found their 
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of the fur -producing countries to the westward, us well 
as in their description of the unfamiliar tribes inhabit- 
ing that region. The sale of the furs having resulted 
in a handsome profit, GroseilUers announced to his 
brother-in-law his intention of making the journey on 
his own account. There was no dearth of volunteers 
eager to embark in the enterprise, and from those 
who offered their services he chose six Frenchmen 
— eoureurs dea boin or bushrangers ; and having pro- 
vided himself with an ample outfit, turned his footsteps 
once more to the prairies of the west, leaving RadissoD 
to rejoin his wife and slater at Three Rivers. 

On the eve of his departure the Jesuit Fathers, dis- 
trusting GroseilUers' religious proclivities and suspecting 
that he might attempt to influence the Assiniboines, 
insisted upon one of their number accompanying him. 
The priest chosen for this arduous mission was the 
aged miflsiouary Ren^ Menard, who, in spite of his 
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physical frailty, was still undaunted by any prospect 
of peril; though he was, on this occasion, prevailed 
upon to allow his servant Gu^rin to accompany hira. 
It was the priest's last journey. When Groseilliers 
again reached Montreal, after a season in the wilder- 
ness as prosperous as its forerunner, he bore the 
mournful news that Menard had been massacred, and 
his body, beyond question, devoured by a fierce band 
of Indians. 

This voyage, besides showing lucrative results, also 
proved a memorable one for Groseilliers, inasmuch as 
it was during his winter's sojourn with the distant 
Assiniboines that he acquired information which 
affected his whole subsequent career. There can be 
no question that it was the knowledge he obtained 
from this tribe of a convenient route to Hudson's 
Bay, by way of Lake Superior, and of a system of 
trade with the tribes dwelling on or in proximity to 
that unknown sea, that caused him to set out once 
again in May 1662 for the west. He was accom- 
panied by ten men, all of whom were disaffected 
towards the powers which then controlled the fur- 
trade in New France. The combination of good 
fortune and eaprit de corps among his followers proved 
so successful that when, after a year's absence, he 
returned to the eastern colonies, the number of furs 
he brought back was sufficiently great to render a 
simultaneous disposal of all the packs inadvisable. 
He adopted the wise course of dividing them into 
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three conBignnieots, and these were sold respectively 
at Montreal, Three Hivers, and Quebec. Hencefor- 
ward but cue idea possessed Groseilliers — a journey to 
the great fur-lands of the north. It should be his 
life's work to exploit the fur-trade of Hudson's Bay. 
Already he saw himself rich^ — -richer even than the 
merchant-princes of okl Rochelle, 

But alas for his plans, the official laxity and dissen- 
sions which had made it possible for himself and 
A new fur Others thus to infringe with impunity, the 
Company, general monopoly granted by the King came 
to a sudden end. A fresh pi^ent for a new Company 
was issued by the Crown ; a new Governor, M. d'Ava- 
gour, entered upon the scene, and the rigorous measures 
enacted against private traders drove many of these 
over to the English and the Dutch. 

A commission from M. d'Avagour, dated the 10th 
of May 1663, conveyed permission to one Couture 
to remove with five men to the bottom of the Great 
Bay to the North of Canada, consequent upon the 
requisition of some Indians, who had returned to 
Quebec to ask for aid to conduct and assist them in 
their affaire. This same Couture afterwards certified, 
or the French Government certified in his stead, that 
he really midertook this voyage, and " erected anew 
upon the lands at the bottom of the said Bay a cross 
and the arms of the King engraved on copper, and 
placed between two plates of lead at the foot of a large 
tree." Much justifiable doubt has been cast upon 
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.this story, and at a much later period, when French 
and English interests were contesting hotly for the 
sovereignty of the territory surrounding Hudson's Bay, 
an expedition was sent in search of the boasted 
memorials, but no trace of the cross or the copper 
escutcheon could be found. There seems every pro- 
bability that the allegation, or the subsequent state- 
ment of an allegation of this description, was 
false. 

Groseilliers had thus to reckon with the new fur- 
trading proprietors of Quebec, who were to prove them- 
selves less complaisant than the old. While severely 
interdicting traders from going in search of peltries, 
they reasoned that the produce would ultimately find 
its way into their hands, without the need of any 
such solicitation. And though Groseilliers persistently 
explained to them that such policy of interdiction was 
really a short-sighted one ; that the Indians could not 
be always depended upon to bring their own furs to 
the Company's mart; and that no great time would 
elapse before the English or Dutch would push their 
way westward to Lake Superior, and so acquire an 
unequalled opportimity of developing the resources of 
the northern regions ; neither his criticism and advice 
(founded on personal knowledge of the unstable Indian 
character), nor the apprehensions of rivalry, which he 
showed good grounds for entertaining, had any power 
to move the officials of the Himdred Associates. Neither 

argument, entreaty, nor prognostications of danger 
VOL. I, B 
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would induce them to look with any favour upou 
Groseillier^' project, or entertain his proposals. 

GroseilHers afterwards hinted that it was prejudice 
t^unst his adopted religion which really lay at the 
bottom of this com]'"* -'-"'in of his scheme, and 
accounted also for my's refusal to avail 

themselves of his se rwise than as a mere 

salaried servant. S le situation when he 

sought the advice oi and it is not unlikely 

that it wtis the cou brother-in-law which 

induced him to resol »ld step in the further- 

ance of his cherished project. It was well known that 
the English colonists settled in New England were 
putting forth the strongest efforts to secure a share of 
the fur-trade of the North. Their allies, the redoubt- 
able Iroquois, had upon several occasions waylaid and 
plimdered the Huron tribes, who were conveying their 
caries to Quebec and Montreal, and bod delivered 
these into the hands of the English. Farther west- 
ward, the Butch were indefatigable in their endeavours 
to divert the fur-traffic of the North from the St. 
Lawrence to the Hudson. But the Dutch had been 
vanquished by the English ; New Amsterdam was 
now New York ; imd it was English brains and 
English money which now controlled the little colony 
QroMiiiien *°d t^® untravolled lands which lay be- 
iDfioitoD. yond it. It was to the English, therefore, 
that the indomitable adventurer now determined to 
apply. Madame Radisson had relatives in Boston ; her 
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father was an intimate friend of the Governor. Re- 
lying on such influences as these, but still more on 
the soimdness of his project, Groseilliers made his way 
to Boston by way of Acadia. 

Early in 1664 we find the Mother Superior of the 
Ursuline Nims at Quebec remarking of Groseilliers 
that ''as he bad not been successful in making a 
fortune, he was seized with a fancy to go to New 
England to better his condition. He excited a hope 
among the English that he had found a passage to 
the Sea of the North." 

The good Mother Superior was deceived. It was 
no part of Groseilliers' plan to seek a passage to 
the Sea of the North; but one can hardly doubt 
that he found it highly politic that such a report 
should obtain currency in Quebec. The fur-trade of 
the North, and the fur- trade alone, was Groseilliers' 
lode-stone; but in spite of all it had cost him to 
acquire the knowledge ho already possessed, he was 
ready to abandon the land and fresh-water route, 
and seek the shores of Hudson's Bay from the side 
of the Atlantic Ocean. 

Doubtless many causes operated to alter his original 
plan ; but there can be Uttle question that the most 
potent was the opposition of the Quebec Company. 
Yet had the sea-route not existed, even the oppo- 
sition of that Company would not have sufficed to 
baulk him of a fulfilment of his designs. He would 
not have been the first French trader, even at that 
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early day in the history of the rival colonies, to 
circumveDt his countrymen, and, taking advantage 
of their confined area of activity, to conduct negotia- 
tions with the Indians surrounding the moat distant 
outposts of their tt le proceeding would 

have been liazardou Company possessed 

the force necessary to ^ i rights to the trade 

of the whole northern and )rth-westem country ; 
but the new compa: , as yet possess the 

force. The most rea Groseilliers had to 

fear was that, if he persisLed in his endeavours to 
draw away the trade of the northern tribes, be 
might be outlawed, and his property, and that of 
his brother-in-law Radisson, confiscated. Groseilliers 
had left his wife and his son in Canada, and he 
went to work therefore with considerable caution. 

It has been asserted, and perhaps with excellent 
point, that Groseilliers may have been very powerfully 
influenced in the abandonment of his land and fre.sh- 
water route by obtaining an entirely new idea of 
the configuration of northern North America. In the 
maps which were likely at that time to have found 
their way to Quebec, the northern regions are but very 
dimly defined; and with the knowledge of geography 
gained only from these maps Groseilliers could hardly 
have realised the accessibility of the approach by 
Bea, It seems likely, therefore, that the change of 
route was not even thought of until Groseilliers had 
bad his interview with Radisson; it was probably 
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RadissoQ — with his superior geographical knowledge 
and more thorough comprehensioQ (through his kin- 
ship with the Eirkes, all famous mariners) of the 
discoveries made hy. the English in the northern 
parts — who advocated the sea-route. The idea must 
have grown upon him gradually. His countrymen 
took it for granted that the whole northern country 
was theirs, apparently assumti^ the sole mode of 
access to be by land. The sea-route never seems to 
have occurred to them, or if they thought of it at 
all, it was dismissed as dangerous and impracticable 
for purposes of commerce. The configuration of the 
northern country, the form and extent of the seaa, 
certainly the character of the straits and islands, were 
to them little known. Secure in what they regarded 
as nominal possession, forget&l that English marinei^ 
had penetrated and named these northern waters, the 
officials of the Canada Company were content to pur- 
sue a policy of laiasez /aire and to deprecate all appre- 
hensions of rivalry. 

Singular coincidence ! More than a century was 
to elapse and another Company with ten times the 
wealth, the power, the sovereignty wielded by this one : 
not Frenoh — for France had then been shorn of her 
dominion and authority — but English, scorning the 
all-conquering, all-pervading spirit of mercantile Eng- 
land, was to pursue the same policy, and to siifTer the 
loss of much blood and treasure in consequence of 
auch pursuiL 
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In Boston, the main difficulty which Groseilliers 
had to face was a scarcity of wealth. His scheme 
„ . was approved by many of the loading 
andsno spirits there, and his assertions as to the 
^ wealth of the fur-bearing country were 

not doubted. But at that period the little Puritan 
colony was over-strained in carrying out projects for 
its own security and maintenance, not to mention 
plans for enrichment much nearer home.' And it was 
pointed out to him that so long aa schemes which 
were regarded as essential to safety could only with 
difficulty be support^, no pecuuiarj~ tbasistonce oouJd 
be rendered for an extraneous project, however promis- 
ing its nature. 

There were in Boston at this time, however, four 
personages whom the King had sent as envoys, in 
1664, to force the Dutch to evacuate Manhattan, and 
who were also a kind of commission instructed to visit 
the English colonies, and to hear and rule their 
complaints. They were Richard Nichols, Robert Carr, 
Geoi^e Cartwright, and Samuel Maverick. One of 
these. Colonel Carr, it is said, strongly urged Groseil- 

' For example, tfae adjoining colonj of ConDecticnt had appealed to 
them for help in tbeir IsadAble enterprise of despoiling the Dutch of 
.their posiessions. Baids apon the territory and trading-posts con- 
trolled hj the Dutch were a oonstantl; recnriing feature in the history 
of those times, and nearly the whole of the zeal and inbatance remain- 
ing to the English colonists in Connecticut and Virginia, after tbeir 
periodical strifes with the Indians, were devoted to forcing the un- 
happy Hollanders to acknowledge the sovere^ty of King Charles of 
England. 
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liers to proceed to England and offer his services to 
the King. 

Although unable to secure there the patronage 
he desired, Groseilliers' visit to Boston is seen to 
be not quite barren of profit. He fell in besides 
Zachary with an intelligent sea-faring man, Zachary 
GUiam. Gillam, who was then captain and part- 

owner of a small vessel, the Nonsuch, with which 
he plied a trade between the colony and the mother- 
country. Gillam expressed himself eager to assist 
in the project as far as lay in his power, and offered 
his services in case an equipment could be found. 
A long correspondence passed between Groseilliers 
and his brother-in-law in Canada, the latter very 
naturally urging that as the New England project 
had failed, it would be advisable not to seek further 
aid from the English, but that, as nothing was to be 
expected from the Quebec Company, or the merchants 
of Canada, it would be as well to journey to France, 
and put the matter before the French Court. 

Groseilliers allowed himself to be persuaded ; and 
he wrote back begging Radisson to join him in Boston 
with the object of accompanying him to France. In 
June 1665, both the adventurers set sail in the 
Nonsuch for Plymouth, whence in all likelihood they 
proceeded direct to Havre. 

It would be unprofitable, and at best but a repeti- 
tion, to describe the difficulties Groseilliers and his 
brother-in-law met with in Paris, the petitions they 
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presented and tbt- many vorbiil represeDtations ihuy 
made. In the inidflt of their ill-success Olonel Carr 
came to Paris. There is extant a letter of liis to Lord 
Arlington. "' Having heard," says he, " by the French 
in New England "f » tn-ont. traffic in beavers " to be 



got in tho region « 
proofs of the asser 
thought " the finest 
Majesty " was to de; 
The ambassador 
cided to entrust Gro 



ay, and " having had 
two adventurers, he 

■ could make to his 

nen to him. 

this, and at last de- 
a letter to a certain 



prince — a friend of his— ana a patron of the Arts and 
Sciences. Lcavin',' Raflissnti despondent in Paris, thcri> 
fore, the other adventurer crossed the Channel and 
found himself, with a beating heart, for the first time 
in the English capital. 



CHAPTER III 

1640-67 

Prii^ce Rupert— His Cuaracteb—Serves through the Civil 
War— His Naval Expedition in the West Indies— Rest- 
DENCB in France— And ultimately in London— He re- 
ceives Grosbilliers and introduces him to the Kino. 

It was a fortunate chance for Medard Chouart des 
Groseilliers that threw him, as we shall see, into the 
hands of such a man as Rupert, a prince of England 
and Bohemia. 

A dashing soldier, a daring sailor, a keen and en- 
lightened student and a man of parts, at the age of 
forty-seven Rupert still worshipped adventure as a 
fetish. Irresistibly attracted by anything that savoured 
of novelty, there was perhaps no other noble in England 
more likely to listen to such a project as the Canadian 
was prepared to pour into his ear, no prince in the 
whole of Europe more likely to succumb to its charm. 

Rupert may, on good grounds, be considered one of 
the most remarkable men of that age. He was the 
third son of the King of Bohemia by the Princess 
Elizabeth Stuart, eldest daughter of James I. In 
common with most German princes he had been 
educated for the army; and, as he used to observe 
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himself in after years, there was no professiou better 
fitted for a prince provided he could be allowed to 
fight battles. It was a masim of bis that the arts of 
patience, of strategy, and parleying with the enemy 

should be left to '' - 1 — caitiffs; and it can 

be said with truth ,t no ono could possibly 

have acted more t i aceunlanco with his 

maxim than himself nee Rupert," wrote one 

chronicler, " no ma ourageous or intrepid. 

He can storm a ell i, he can never keep it. 

A Uon in the fray, ,' lamb, tlio" a fuitiing 

one, if a siego is called for." 

Youthful, high-spirited and of comely appearance, 
Rnpert found his way to England during bis twentieth 
year to offer his services to his royal uncle, King 
Charles I. The country was then on the brink of a 
civil war ; parliament had proved refractory ; the 
Puritan forces had already assembled ; and in a few 
months the first blow was struck. The yoimg Prince 
placed himself at the head of a troop of cavaliers, and 
soon all England was ringing with the fame of his ex- 
ploits. On more than one occasion did Cromwell have 
reason to remember the prowess of "fiery Prince Rupert." 

Such dashing tactics and spontaneous strategy, 
however, could not always prevail. He was 
Compsi];'a charged with the defence of Bristol, with 
oun er. ^phat result is a matter of common historical 
knowledge. His own observation on this episode in 
his career is an admirable epitome of his character. 
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as comprehensive as it is brief, " I have no stomach 
for sieges." 

Charles wrote him a letter of somewhat undue 
severity, in which he exhibited all the asperity of 
his character as well as his ignorance of the situation. 
Perhaps if he had realised that the circumstances 
would have rendered the retention of Bristol impos- 
sible even to a Caesar or a Turenne, he might have 
written in a more tolerant strain; but it is not very 
probable. In any case the letter cut Rupert to the 
heart. 

Before his final overthrow Charles, indeed, relented 
from his severity, and created his nephew Earl of 
Holdernesse and Duke of Cumberland, granting him 
also a safe conduct to France, which was honoured by 
the parliamentary leaders. 

Thenceforward for a few years Rupert's career is 
directly associated with the high seas. On the revolt 
of the fleet from the control of the Commonwealth 
he made his way on board of one of the King's vessels, 
and figured in several naval battles and skirmishes. 
But even here the result was a foregone conclusion. 
The bulk of the ships and crews still remaining loyal 
were rapidly captured or sunk, and the remnant, of 
which Rupert assumed command, was exceedingly 
small. He began by sailing to Ireland, whither he 
was pursued by Popham and Blake, who very quickly 
blocked him up in the harbour of Kinsale. But the 
Puritan captains were deceived, if, as it appears, they 
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fancied tUu Friuce an easy prey, Ruperl was do more 
the siulor than he had been the soldier to brook so 
facile a capture. He effected a bold escape, immedi- 
ately under their guns. But realising his helples 



■" -^len combat, he inaugu- 
;ts, a kind of guerilla 
notions, would best be 
irivateering, to use no 

at period an oxcellent 
id, and with very little 
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rated a iSeries ot 
warfare, which, to 
classified under thi 
harsher term. 

The Kpanish J 
ground for operatic 
delay Rupert was soon very Lrosy with his small but 
gallant fleet in those waters. Here the commander 
of the little Reformation and his convoys spent three 
years with no little pecuniary profit to himself and 
crew. On more than one occasion bis exploits in the 
neighbourhood of the West Indies bore no distant 
resemblance to piracy, as he boarded impartially not 
A resem. *"*'? English, Dutch, and Spanish ships, but 
bUoceto aljso those flying the French colours. How- 
beit on one occasion, being advised that the 
master of one craft was a Frenchman, he generously 
forebore to reap the profits of his valour out of respect 
to the monarch with whom both his cousins, Charles 
and James, had found a refuge. He insisted that the 
plunder should be restored. Albeit, on the whole, 
Rupert seems to have had little conscience in the 
matter. The mere excitement of such adventures 
alone delighted him, although it would scarce have 



A RESEMBLANCE TO PIRACY 29 

satisfied his crews. There is reason to suppose that 
he himself was not actuated primarily by the mere 
love of gain. It is known that several of his captains 
returned with large fortunes; Ruperts own profits 
were long a matter for conjecture. Even at his death 
they could not be approximately ascertained ; for while 
he left a goodly fortime, comprising jewels valued at 
twenty thousand poimds, much of this fortune was 
acquired legitimately since these stirring days of his 
youth ; and no small part was derived from his share 
in the Hudson's Bay Company. 

The exiled prince, in whose name Rupert was 
always extremely careful to conduct his depredations 
on the prosperous commerce of the West Indies, does 
not appear himself to have derived much material 
advantage therefrom. It was true the terror of that 
name was already industriously spread in those waters, 
and this perhaps was some consolation for the con- 
tempt with which it was regarded by the insolent and 
usurping Puritans. In a newspaper of the period, 
Pleasant Passages, I find under date of October 15, 
1652, the following quaint comment: — 

" Prince Rupert hath lately seized on some good 
prizes and he keeps himself far remote; and makes 
his kinsman, Charles Stuart, make a leg for some 
cullings of his windfalls." 

Rupert after a time transferred the scene of his 
operations to the Azores, where after some colUsions 
with the Portuguese, he met with a catastrophe so 



30 



THE GREAT COMl'ANY 



Lmb af tho 



severe as to compel him to permanently desist from 
his predatory operations. A violent storm came on, 
and the Rtfurmaticm and his entire fleet per- 
ished, no fewer than 360 souls being lost on 
"°"*^ the flaj ' " " 'ith difficulty that tie 

Prince and twelve lanions, including his 

brother Maurice, osi ortion of the treasure. 

A contemporary no irds that Rupert had 

landed at Nantes i usand pounds or so, 

" 'tis said by those ed. The King hath 

sent his carriage to ii Orleans," 

Charles, who was of course the King mentioned, 
was then in high hopes of obtaining funds from bis 
cousin Rupert, which might enable him to make an 
effort for the recovery of his crown. But the King, 
minus a throne, was destined to be disappointed, 
Rupert did not yet seem prepared to disgorge, acting, 
it is easy to divine, upon advice/ 

" No money for his Majesty out of all this," forms 
tho burden of numerous letters written by the faith- 
ful Edward Hyde, afterwards to become the Lord 
Chancellor Clarendon. 

" The money the King should have received ! " he 
complains, in an epistle addressed to Sir Richard 
Browne. " Why, Rupert is so totally governed by 
the Lord Keeper, Sir Edward Herbert, that the King 

' "We have another great officer," records Pleaiant Fuaiaytt in 
another budget of news from Paris, "Frinoe Buperte, Uaster at the 
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knows him not. The King hasn't had a penny, and 
Rupert pretends the King owes him more than ever 
I was worth." 

Hyde had no love for the Lord Keeper of the exiled 
court; but according to several contemporary writers, 
the buccaneering Prince looked upon Herbert as " an 
oracle " (to quote the diarist Evelyn), and chose, for a 
time at least, to spend most of his gains in his own way. 

But Rupert did not persist in the course suggested 
by his friend Herbert. Soon afterwards he is an- 
nounced to have made Charles a present of two 
thousand poimds, for which the King expressed his 
profoimd satisfaction by attaching him immediately 
to the royal household. 

A little later, in 1654, there is recorded the follow- 
ing, printed in the " Loyal Gentleman at Court." 

"Prince Rupert flourishes highly here, with his 
troop of blackamoors ; and so doth his cousin Charles, 
they having shared the money made of his prize goods 
at Nantz." 

It was in this year that Rupert seems to have 
engaged one William Strong, a cavalier who had lost 
Rupert's aU he possessed, to replace John Holder as 
Secretary. j^jg private Secretary, a circumstance worthy 
of mention, inasmuch as it was Strong who was to 
figure later as the intermediary between his master 
and the adventurer Groseilliers in London. 

There is a passage of this period which describes 
Rupert as he appeared in Paris, "a straight and 
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comply mtin, very dark-featured," probably owing to 
expostu-c in warm climates, " with jet-black hair and 
a great passion for dress." Ho is often referred to 
in news-letters and diaries of the time under the 
sobriquet of the 

" Out Black Pi records one, " has had 

a narrow escape in the Seine ; but by 

the help of one of irs escaped." 

This was perhap f the closest friendship 

between Charles a lian cousin; inasmuch 

as a decided coolne! y arisen on the part of 

the exiled monarch and his brocner, the Duke of York. 
This coolness at length terminated in a quarrel, and 
a separation in the ensuing year at Bruges. The 
Duke advised Rupert to have no further dealings with 
his royal brother, a piece of counsel which the Prince 
wisely, and fortunately for himself, neglected to enter- 
tain, for had he acted otherwise, it is extremely doubt- 
ful if at the Restoration he would have been in a 
position to demand any favours at the monarch's hands. 
James, probably on this score, never afterwards pro- 
fessed much cordiality towards his kinsman, Rupert. 

In the years between 1656 and 1665, Rupert spent 
much of his time in cultivating science and the arts. 
There are a hundred evidences of his extraordinary 
ingenuity. A mere list of his devices and inventions, 
as printed at his decease in 1682, almost entitles him 
to be considered the Edison of his day, a day in which 
inventors were rare. Yet in the period before the 



A PATRON OF COMMERCE 33 

outbreak of the Dutch war his activity was by no 
means limited to the laboratory which he had con- 
structed for himself in Kings' Bench Walk, Temple, 
or to his study at Windsor. None could have ex- 
hibited greater versatility. In April 1662 he was 
sworn a member of the Privy Council ; he also be- 
came a member of the Tangier Commission; and 
in December of the same year he was unanimously 
elected a Fellow of the Royal Society. He already 
A patron of cut a prominent figure as a patron of com- 
commerce. merco, being appointed a member of the 
Council of Trade, and taking an active part in the 
promotion of commerce with Africa as a member of 
the Royal African Company. 

With all his sympathies and activities, however, it 
is very clear that Rupert did not enjoy very great 
favour at Court. He was suspected of holding his 
royal cousin in not very high esteem, and of enter- 
taining pronounced opinions on the subject of the 
royal prerogative; whatever the cause, his influence 
at Whitehall was not always fortunate. Seeing his 
councils neglected on several occasions, he kept aloof, 
and the courtiers, taking as they supposed their cue 
from their master, made light of his past achievements, 
finding in his surrender of the city of Bristol a 
specially suitable subject for their derision. 

In 1664 we find in Pepys' Diary that Rupert had 

been "sent to command the Guinny Fleet. Few 

pleased, as he is accounted an unhappy [i,e, unlucky] 
VOL. I. c 
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man." As a consequence of these sentimentB, which 
Rupert was soon destined by his valour to alter, one 
Captain Holmes was sent instead. Nevertheless it 
was known at Court that Rupert desired a naval 
employment, ai"' "h ^^>e ontlinrities found that their 
estimate of his mistaken, he was in 

1 66ti selected l„ be fleet against tht- 

Dutch, in oonjui Duke of Albemarle. 

His conduct was ry. On ono occasion 

he wrested a vie Dutch, and again in 

the month of Jui "ndly, pursuing them 

into their own haii. -ning to England on 

the cessation of hostilities^ he lound himself in Tuuch 
higher favour at Court, But with a single exception, 
forthwith to be narrated, Rupert sought no favours 
at the hands of his royal relations &om this moment 
until the day of his death. He was content to 
pursue an even career in comparative solitude, a cir- 
cumstance for which a serious physical ailment, which 
soon overtook him and for a time threatened his 
life, was no doubt in some measure responsible. The 
tire which distinguished his youth was exchanged, 
we are told, for good temper and sedateness. He 
was credited with writing an autobiography; if the 
report be true, it is a pity there remiuns no tangible 
evidence of such a performimce. It is certain that 
his correspondence was so large as to entail the con- 
tinuous employment of a secretary, William Strong; 
but prior to the inception of the Hudson's Bay project. 
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it probably related almost entirely to his chemical and 
scientific researches and achievements. 

In May 1667, the Prince's secretary opened a 
letter from Lord Arlington, then English ambassador 
at Paris, intimating that one M. des Groseilliers, a 
Canadian fur-trader, would be the bearer of an intro- 
ductory letter from himself to his Highness. He was 
convinced that the French were managing the fur- 
trade of New France very clumsily, and he added 
that Monsieur des Groseilliers seemed as much dis- 
affected towards the new company lately chartered 
by the French king as towards the old. There is no 
reason, in the writer's opinion, why English men of 
commerce should not avail themselves of opportunities 
and instrimients, such as the weak poUcy of their 
rivals now afforded, for obtaining a share in the 
northern fur-trade. 

Unfortimately Rupert was at first unable to see the 
adventurer who had travelled so far. The cause of 
the delay is not quite clear, but it appears plausible to 
suppose that it was due to the Prince's illness. He 
had already undergone the operation of trepanning, 
and it was found necessary to still continue treatment 
for the disease to which he had been subject. At any 
rate it was a fortnight or three weeks before the first 
interview took place, and the Prince and the French 
trader did not meet until the 4th of June. The result 
of this interview was that Prince Rupert promised 
his credit for the scheme. Three days later he sent 
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for Groseilliera, who found on his arrival in the 
Prince's apartments several gentlemen, among whom 
Rupert liord Cravcn, Sir John Robinson, and Mr. 

landBfor John Portman appear to have been num- 
bered. 5m this conference both 
Radisson, Grose lan travelled to Windsor 
Castle at the requa ice. There is no record 
of what then pass is mention of a further 
meeting in a letter Idenburgh, the secretary 
of the Royal Socii Boyle in America. 

"Surely I need . from hence," he wrote, 

"what is said here with great joy of the discovery of 
a north-west passage by two Englishmen and one 
Frenchman, lately represented by them to his Uajesty 
at Oxford, and answered by the grant of a vessel to sail 
into Hudson's Bay and channel into the South Sea." 

From this it would appear that Radisson was then 
popularly supposed to be an Englishman, probably on 
account of his being Sir John Kirke's son-in-law, and also 
that the matter was not settled at Windsor, but at Oxford. 

Then came a long delay — a whole year, during which 
there is nothing worthy of record. It was too late to 
attempt a voyage to the Bay in 1667, but during the 
winter Groseilliers and Radisson could console themselves 
with the assurance that their scheme had succeeded. 

At last the adventurers had met with a tangible 
success. The ship eng^ed and fitted out for them 
was none other than that commanded by their Boston 
friend. Captain Zachary Gillam. 



CHAPTER IV 

1668-70 

Thb Pbincb visits the <* NOMSUOH "— Abbival in thb Bat— Pbb- 

VIOUS VOTAGBS OF BXPLOBATION— A FOBT COMMENOBD AT 
RUPBBT'S RlVBB — GILLAM'S RBTUBN — DBAUMO WITH THB 

NODWATBS — Satisfaction of thb Company — A Royal 
Chabtbb gbantbd. 

Early in the morning of the 3rd of June 1668, 
without attracting undue attention from the riparian 
dwellers and loiterers, a small skift* shot out from 
Wapping Old Stairs. The boatman directed its prow 
towards the Nonsuch, a ketch of fifty tons, then lying 
at anchor in midstream, and soon had the satisfaction 
of conveying on board in safety his Highness Prince 
Rupert, Lord Craven, and Mr. Hayes, the distinguished 
patrons of an interesting expedition that day embarking 
for the New World. Radisson was to have accompanied 
the expedition, but he had met with an accident obliging 
him to forego the journey until the following year. 

All hands being piped on deck, a salute was fired 
in honour of the visitors. Captain Zachary Gillam 
and the Sieur des Groseilliers received the Prince, 
and undertook to exhibit, not without a proper pride, 
their craft and its cargo. Subsequently a descent 

S7 
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was made to the captain's cabin, where a butlle of 
Madeira was broached, and the success of the voyage 
toasted "by Rupert and his conipanious. The party 
then returned to Wapping, amidst a ringing tbeer 
from captain nnc i o'clock the NomufJi 

bad weighed ancho age had begun. 

The piissago acri itic was without any 

incident worthy of vessel was fortunate 

in encountering no b seas. The leisure of 

Groseillicrs and Ci as employed chiefly in 

discussing the most i . landfall, and in draw- 

ing up plans for a settlement for fort-building and for 
trade with the tribes. By the 4tb of August they 
sighted Resolution Isle, at the entrance of Hudson's 
Straits. They continued fearlessly on their course. 
During their progress the shores on either hand were 
occasionally visible ; and once a squall compelled tbom 
to go so near land as to descry a band of natives, the 
like of whom for bulk and singularity of costume, Qro- 
seilliers and the captain had never clapped eyes upon. 
They were right in judging these to be Esquimaux. 

On the seventh day of their passage amongst those 
The Non- naTOw channels and mountains of ice which 
tach in had chilled the enthusiasm and impeded the 
progress of several daring navigators before 
them, the forty-two souls on board the Nonsuch were 
rewarded with a sight of Hudson's Bay.' 

' The proportions o( tbia inland aea are such aa to give it a, pro- 
minant place among the geographical features of the world. One 
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Already, and long before the advent of the Nonsuch, 
Hudson's Bay had a history and a thrilling one. 

In 1576 Sir Martin Frobishef made his first voyage 
for the discovery of a passage to China and Cathay by 
the north-west, discovering and entering a strait to 
which he gave his name In the following year he 
made a second voyage, " using all possible means to 
bring the natives to trade, or give him some account 
of themselves, but they were so wild that they only 
studied to destroy the English." Frobisher remained 
imtil winter approached and then returned to England. 
A further voyage of his in 1578-79 made no addition 
to the knowledge already acquired. 

Six years later Captain John Davis sailed from 
Dartmouth, and in that and succeeding voyages 
reached the Arctic circle through the straits bearing 
his name. He related having found an open sea 
tending westward, which he hoped might be the 
passage so long sought for; but the weather proved 

thousand three hundred miles in length, by six hundred miles in 
breadth, it extends over twelve degrees of latitude, and covers an 
area not less than half a million square miles. Of the five basins into 
which Canada is divided, that of Hudson's Bay is immeasurably the 
largest, the extent of country draining into it being estimated at three 
million square miles. To swell the mighty volume of its waters there 
come rivers which take their rise in the Rocky Mountains on the west, 
and the Labrador wilderness on the east ; while southward its river 
roots stretch far down below the forty-ninth parellel, reaching even to 
the same lake source whence flows a stream into the Gulf of Mexico. 
A passing breath of wind may thus determine whether the ultimate 
destiny of the raindrop falling into some obscure little lake be the 
bosom of the Mexican Gulf or the chilly grasp of the Arctic ice-floe. 
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too tempestuous, and tho season being far advanced, 
he likewise returned to a more hospitable clime. After 
this there were no more adventures in this quarter 
of the world until 1607, when Captain Hudson 
explored as farn"''" " "" ^"rees 23 minutes. On 
hiB third voyag' iter, he proceeded a 

hundred leagues tai 36 strait, and arriving 

at the Bay resolved ire. 

Hudson was pi ther exploration when 

Henry Green, a p , whom he had taken 

into his house ana n ruin by giving him 

a berth on board without tue kn>wtedge of the owners, 
conspired with oue Robert Ivett. the matt-, whom 
Captain Hudson had removed, to mutiny against 
Hudson's coouuand. They turned the captain, with 
his young son John, a gentleman named Woodhouse, 
who had accompanied the expedition, together with 
the carpenter and five others, into a long-boat, with 
hardly any arms or provisions. The inhimian crew 
suffered all the hardships they deserved, for in a 
quarrel they had with the savages, Green and two 
of his companions were slain. Ivett, who had made 
several voyages with Hudson, and was the cause of 
all the mischief, died on the passage home. Another 
of the crew, Habbakuk Prickett, who wrote all the 
account we have of the latter part of the voyage, was 
a tervant of Sir Dudley Diggs. Probably his master's 
tnftnenco had something to do with Fnckett's escape 

fgOID p nnuttimn nt. 
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This was the last ever seen or heard, by white men, 
of Henry Hudson. There is every likelihood that 
Henry ^^^7 drifted to the bottom of the Bay and 

Hudson's were massacred by the savages. 

In the year of Hudson's death Sir Thomas 
Button, at the instigation of that patron of geogra- 
phical science, Prince Henry, pursued the dead hero's 
discoveries. He passed Hudson's Straits and, travers- 
ing the Bay, settled above two hundred leagues to 
the south-west from the straits, bestowing upon the 
adjacent region the name of New Wales. Wintering 
at the spot afterwards called Port Nelson, Button made 
an investigation of the boundaries of this large inland 
sea, from him named Button's Bay. 

In 1611 came the expedition of Baffin; and in 1631 
Captain James sailed westward to find the long-sought 
passage to China, spending the winter at Charlton 
Island, which afterwards became a depot of the Company. 
Captain Luke Fox went out in the same year, but his 
success was no greater than his predecessors in attain- 
ing the object of his search. He landed at Port Nelson 
and explored the coimtry roimd about, but without 
much advantage either to himself or to his crew. When 
the Nonsuch arrived a quarter of a century had elapsed 
since an European had visited Hudson's Bay. 

Upon much consultation, the adventurers sailed 
southward from Cape Smith, and on September 29 de- 
cided to cast anchor at the entrance to a river situated 
in 51 degrees latitude. The journey was ended; the 
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barque's keel grated on the gravel, a boftt was lowered, 
and Gilkm and Groseilliora went promptly ashore. 
The river was christened Rupert's River,' and it being 
arrangetl to winter here, all hands were ordered ashore 
to eoiiimonce tl f a fort and dwellings, 

upon which the r Charles was bestowed. 

Thus mir little sh r'ontiirera stood at last 

on the remotest shi )w World ; all but two 

of them strangers ^nd. 

For throe days rrival Groseilliera and 

his party beheld no he work of construct- 

ing tlie fort went on apace. It was, under Groseilliers' 
direction, made of logs, after the fashion of those built 
by the traders and Jesuits in Canada ; a stockade en- 
closing it, as some protection from sudden attack. The 
experienced bushranger deemed it best not to land the 
Thafirat Cargo until communication had been made 
Fort. with the natives ; and their attitude, friendly 

or otherwise, towards the strangers ascertained. No 
great time was spent in waiting ; for on the fourth day 
a small band of the tribe called Nodwayes appeared, 
greatly astonished at the presence of white settlers in 
those parts. After a great deal of parleying, the Indians 
were propitiated by Groseilliers with some trifling gifts, 
and the object of their settlement made known, The 
Indians retired, promising to return before the winter 
set in with all the furs in their possession, and also to 
spread the tidings amongst the other tribes. 

' Known afterw&rds as NsDiisc&n by the Fteacb. 
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The autumn supply proved scanty enough ; but the 
adventurers being well provisioned could afford to wait 
untU the spring. 

An uneventful winter dragged its slow length along, 
and in due course the ground thawed and the snow 
disappeared. No sooner had the spring really arrived 
than squads of natives began to make their appear- 
ance, evincing a grotesque eagerness to strike bargains 
with the whites for the pelts which they brought from 
the bleak fastnesses. By June it was thought fit that 
Captain Gillam should return with the Nonsuch, leaving 
Groseilliers and others at the fort. Gillam accordingly 
sailed away with such cargo as they had been able to 
muster, to report to the Prince and his company of 
merchants the excellent prospects afforded by the 
post on Rupert's River, provided only the Indians 
could be made aware of its existence, and the French 
trade intercepted. 

Groseilliers' anticipations were realised; but not 
without almost incredible activity on his part. He 
spent the summer and autumn, and part of the ensuing 
winter, in making excursions into the interior. He 
made treaties with the Nodwayes, the Kilistineaux,' the 
Ottawas, and other detachments of the Algonquin race. 
Solemn conclaves were held, in which the bushranger 
dwelt — with that rude eloquence of which he was 
master, and which both he and Radisson had borrowed 
from the Indians — on the superior advantages of trade 
with the English. Nor did his zeal here pause ; knowing 
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the Indian character as he did, he concocted stories about 
the English King and Prince Rupert ; many a confiding 
savage that year enriched his pale- face vocabulary by 
adding to it " Charles " and " Rupert," epithets which de- 
noted that superls ' * honi the French bush- 
ranger had transfai s and his allegiance. 

Chouart des Grosi his transactions with 

the natives ezhibtte lihood of speech and 

action; and few i the occasions which 

Gro«mien.' <^^»g^^ 1 ■ It happened more 

p»MDceof than once, ee, that some of the 

wandering Algonquins or Hurons recognised 
in this smooth-tongued leader at the English fort the 
same French trader they had known at Montreal, 
and the French posts on the western lakes, and 
marvelled much that he who had then been loudly 
crying up " King Lewis and the Fleur-de-lis," should 
now be found surrounded by pale-faces of a different 
speech, known to be the allies of the terrible Iroquois. 
Groseilliers met their exclamations with a smile ; he 
represented himself as profoundly dissatisfied with the 
manner in which the French traders treated his friends 
the Indians, causing them to travel so far and brave 
such perils to bring their furs, and giving them so 
Uttle in return. " Tell all your friends to come 
hither," he cried, " and King Charles will give you 
double what King Lewis gives." 

In July 1669 a gun was heard by Groseilliers and 
his English and native companions. With great joy 
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the bushranger ran from the fort to the point of 
land commanding the Bay, thinking to welcome back 
Gillam and the expected Nonsuch. But as the vessel 
came nearer he saw it was not the Nonsuch, and for 
a moment he was dismayed, uncertain whether or not 
to make himself knovm. But the colour of the flag 
she carried reassured him ; he caused a fire to be 
made, that the attention of those on board might be 
attracted by the smoke; and was soon made aware 
that his signal had been seen. The sloop headed up 
Rupert's River, and a boat containing three men was 
lowered from her side. Greater still was Groseilliers' 
joy when he recognised amongst the approaching 
party in the boat his brother-in-law, Pierre Radisson. 
These two sturdy children of the wilderness embraced 
one another with great aflection; Radisson related 
how the Nonsuch had arrived safely in the Thames 
the preceding August; he told how delighted the 
patrons of the enterprise had been at the favourable 
report which Groseilliers had despatched to their 
Excellencies. To demonstrate this, they had now 
sent out another ship containing a larger cargo, and 
a more varied assortment of goods for trade than the 
Nonsuch had carried ; and not content with that, they 
were then purchasing a third and newer ship which 
would be sent out the succeeding spring. In the 
midst of his delivery of welcome tidings, Radisson 
introduced Captain Stannard of the Eagle, whose in- 
structions were that he should return as quickly as his 
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cai^o was un&liipped, leaving the brothers-in-law to 
winter in that region. This they were not loath to do. 
Radisson had not exaggerated the satisfaction of 
Satutttction ^^^ company of London merchants at hear- 
ofttaAd- iug ih' '' — »■ 'i--^^ first venture. They 



took c ■, and considering the 

importance of seci of monopoly from the 

King to be paran. Rupert was persuaded 

to use his good ol i. 

Charles was (i 'ed to hear that his 

cousin Rupert desi favoui'. He expressed 

himself reiwly to grant siicn a patent, provided the 
Lord Chancellor it])proved. A charter was accordingly 
drawn up forthwith at the instance of the Prince, in 
the usual form of such charters; but the winter of 
1 669-7 elapsed without its having received the 
royal assent. Indeed it was not until the second day 
of May that Prince Rupert, presenting himself at 
Whitehall, received from the King's own hands one 
of the most celebrated instruments which ever passed 
from monarch to subject, and which, though almost 
incessantly in dispute, was perpetuated in full force 
throughout two centuries.' 

This document was granted to Prince Rupert and 
seventeen nobles and gentlemen, comprising the Duke 
of Albemarle,^ Earls Craven and Arlington, Lord 

' Sse Append i I. 

* The son of Cbailes's old frieod, General George Monk, and known 
to hisl-or; as tlie braie restorer of tbe King. Created Duke of Albe- 
marle 1 tlie failier died in the year the charter was granted. 
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Ashley/ Sir John Robmson, Sir Robert Vyner, Sir 
Peter Colleton, Sir Edward Hungerford, Sir Paul Neele; 
Sir John Griffith, Sir Philip Carteret, Knights and 
Baronets; James Hayes, John Kirke, Francis Wel- 
lington, William Prettyman, John Fenn, Esquires, and 
John Portman, " Citizen and Goldsmith," incorporated 
into a company, with the exclusive right to establish 
The settlements and carry on trade at Hudson's 

Charter. He^y. The charter recites that those adven- 
turers having, at their own great cost, undertaken an 
expedition to Hudson's Bay in order to discover a new 
passage into the South Sea, and to find a trade for 
furs, minerals, and other commodities, and having 
made such discoveries as encouraged them to proceed 
in their design, his Majesty granted to them and their 
heirs, imder the name of *' The Governor and Company 
of Merchants- Adventurers trading into Hudson's Bay," 
the power of holding and alienating lands, and the 
sole right of trade in Hudson's Strait, and with the 
territories upon the coasts of the same. 

They were authorised to get out ships of war, to 
erect forts, make reprisals, and send home all English 
subjects entering the Bay without their license, and 

^ Lord Ashley, the ancestor 'of the present Earl of Shaftesbury, and 
one of the ruling spirits of the reign of Charles II., will also be re- 
membered as the Achitophel of Dryden. 

*' A man so various that he seemed to be 
Not one ; but all mankind's epitome." 
Arling^n, another of the Honourable Adventurers, was also a member 
of the celebrated Cabal. Portman was the founder of the present 
Portman family. 
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to declare war and omke peace with any prince or 
people not Christian. 

The territory described as Rupert's Land consisted 
of the wliole region whose waters flowed into Hudson's 
Bay. It was a t ' vast they knew not — 

for the dimensioru of the continent had 

not yei been even a ascertained. For all 

the adventurers kc o Ocean was not dis- 

tant more than twc ,es west of the Bay. 

In tlie same iner May the Prince. Rupert 

set sail from Gray y^ig "- ii®'"' cargo, a 

new crew, and a newly appom^ed overseer of trade, 
to the Company's distant dominions. 



CHAPTER V 

1668-1670 

Danger apprehbndeo to French Dominion— Intend ant Talon 
— Fur-Trade extended Westward— News of the English 
Expedition reaches Quebec — Sovereign rights in ques- 
tion—English Priority established. 

Although neither the Governor, the Fur Company, 
nor the officials of the Most Christian King at Quebec, 
had responded favourably to the proposals of Groseil- 
liers, yet they were not long in perceiving that a 
radical change in their trade policy was desirable. 
Representations were made to M. Colbert and the 
French Court. It was even urged that France's 
French North American dominions were in danger, 

activity. unless a more positive and aggressive course 
were pursued with regard to extension. These repre- 
sentations, together with the knowledge that the 
Dutch on the south side of the St. Lawrence and in 
the valley of the Hudson had unexpectedly acknow- 
ledged allegiance to the King of England, determined 
Lewis to evince a greater interest in Canadian affairs 
than he had done hitherto. 

Mezy was recalled, soon afterwards to die; and 
voi^ I. *® l> 
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Daniel de Remin, Seigneur de Conroelles, was de- 
spatched as Provincial Governor, A new office was 
created, that of Intendant of Justice, Police, and 
Finance ; and Jean Talon — a man of ability, experi- 



the first Intendant. 
e took steps to i 
over the vast realms 
royal standard in the 



ence, and energj- 
Immediately upoL 
firm the sovereigntj 
in the West ; and t 
region of the Great 

In 1668 Talon r vnce, taking with him 

one of those hardy {coureurs de bois) who 

passed neai-ly the whole ot rnei^ lives in the interior 
and in the company of the Hurons. This man seems 
to have cut a very picturesque figure. He had been 
scalped, and bore about his person many grim mutila- 
tions and disfigurements, to bear witness to his ad- 
ventures amongst unfriendly tribes. He accompanied 
Talon in the capacity of servant or bodyguard, and 
appears to have had little difficulty in making himself 
an object of infinite interest to the lackeys and con- 
cierges of Paris. On tbe Intendant's return to Canada, 
this daring personage, Peray by name, is alluded to 
as Talon's most trusted adviser with regard to the 
western country and the tribes inhabiting it. In one 
of the Intendant's letters, dated February 24th, 1669, 
he writes that Peray had " penetrated among the 
western nations farther than any Frenchman ; and had 
seen the copper mine on Lake Huron, This man 
offers to go to that mine and explore either by sea. 
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or by the lake and river — such communication being 
supposed to exist between Canada and the South 
Sea — or to the Hudson's Bay." 

French activity had never been so great in the new 
world as in the years between Groseilliers* departure 
from Quebec and the period when the English fur- 
traders first came in contact with the French on the 
shores of Hudson's Bay, thirteen years later. 

In the summer of 1669, the active and intelligent 
Louis Joliet, with an outfit of 4000 livres, supplied 
him by the Intendant, penetrated into an unknown 
region and exhibited the white standard of France 
before the eyes of the astonished natives. 

This also was the period which witnessed the 
exploits of La Salle, and of Saint Lusson. Trade 
followed quickly on their heels. In March 1670, five 
weeks before the charter was granted to the Great 
CJompany, a party of Jesuits arriving at Sault Ste. 
Marie found twenty-five Frenchmen trading there 
with the Indians. These traders reported that a most 
lucrative traflSc had sprung up in that locality. Co- 
incident with the tidings they thus conveyed to Talon, 
the Intendant learnt from some Algonquins who had 
come to Quebec to trade, that two European vessels 
had been seen in Hudson's Bay. 

" After reflecting," he wrote to Colbert, " on all the 
nations that might have penetrated as far north as 
that, I can only fall back on the English, who, imder 
the conduct of one named Groseilliers, in former times 
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an inliabitant of Canada, might possibly have attempted 
that navigation, of itself not much known and not less 
Qa[beri dangerouB. I design to send by land some 
»ndtbe men of resolution to invito the Kilisti- 

™'^''^' nons,^ "•*'" "-" '" "-eat numbers in the 
vicinity of that I wn to see us aa the 

Ottawos do, in or may have the first 

handling of what t iriiig us, wlio, acting 

as retail dealers bel es and thoso natives 

(i.e. the Kiliatinons), ' for this roundabout 

way of three or four ;ues." 

The rivalry of French ana fci, jlish north of the St, 
LawTeuce had begun. With that rivalry began also 
from this moment that long series of disputes con- 
cerning the sovereignty of the whole northern terri- 
tories, which has endured down to our own generation. 

Few historical themes have ever been argued at 
greater length or more minutely than this — the 
priority of discovery, occupation, and active assump- 
tion of sovereignty over those lands surrounding 
Hudson's Bay, which for two centuries were to be 
held and ruled by the Hudson's Bay Company, The 
A much wisest jurists, the shrewdest intellects, the 

veiBd most painstaking students were destined to 

employ themselves during two centuries in 
seeking to establish by historical evidence, by tradition 
and by deduction, the " rights " of the English or of 
the French to those regions. 

' KtUtineaux. Crees. 
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A great deal of importance has been attached to 
the fact that in 1627 a charter had been granted by 
Lewis XIII. to a number of adventurers sent to dis- 
cover new lands to the north of the River of St. 
Lawrence. The clause of the charter reads as follows : 
— " Le fort et habitation de Quebec, avec tout le pays 
de la Nouvelle France dite Canada, tant le long des 
Cotes depuis la Floride que les predecesseurs Rois 
de Sa Majeste ont fait habiter en rang^ant les Cotes 
de la Mer jusqu'au Cercle Arctique pour latitude, et de 
longitude depuis Tile de Terreneuve tirant a Touest 
au Grand Lac dit la Mer douce et au del^ que de dans 
les terres, et le long des Rivieres qui y passant et se 
dechargent dans le fleuve dit St. Laurent, ou autre- 
ment la grande Riviere du Canada, et dans tons les 
autres fleuves qui se portent a la mer." But most 
writers have omitted to verify the fact that in this 
charter to the French Company, the only portions of 
land granted to the French Company are the lands or 
portions of lands which had already been occupied by 
the Kings of France, and the object of the charter 
was simply to give them an exclusive right of trade 
therein. Thus it was clearly indicated that the charter 
did not go further than the land occupied by the 
predecessors of Lewis XIV. 

New France, it has been said, was then under- 
stood to include " the whole region of Hudson's Bay, 
as the maps and histories of the time, English and 
French, abundantly prove." This is a broad assertion. 
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which is not supported by the early discoverers nor 
by the historians of that time. Charlevoix in his 
history described New Franee as being an exceedingly 
limited territory. L'Escarljot's description shows that 
at that time th' " ,ory known as New 

France extended liles on each side of 

the St. Lawrence, says mournfully at 

that time that the of this territory did 

not amount to m' Fr&nce was circum- 

scribed by very nai in either side of the 

St. Lawrence. 

When an examination is made into the facts of the 
voyages and expeditions alleged to have been under- 
taken by the French prior to 1672, it is difficult to 
arrive at any but a certain conclusion — that the French 
claims had no foundation in fact. 

It was then asserted, and long afterwards repeated, 
that Jean Bourdon, the Attorney-General in 1656, 
explored the entire coast of Labriulor and entered 
Hudson's Bay. For this assertion one is unable to 
find any historical support ; certainly no record of any 
kind exists of such a voyage. There is a record in 
1655, it is true, that Sieur Bourdon, then Attorney- 
General, was authorised to make a discovery of Ic Mer 
du Nord ; and in order to comply with that arM of 
the Sovereign Council at Quebec, he actually made an 
attempt at such discovery. Bourdon left Quebec on 
May 2nd, 1657, and an entry in the records proves hia 
return on August 11th of the same year. It is mani- 
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festly impossible that such a voyage could have been 
accomplished between these dates. But a reference to 
this business in the Jesuit Relations of the succeeding 
year is sufficiently convincing.^ 

It is there recorded that on the "11th of August, 
there appeared the barque of M. Bourdon, which 
having descended the Grand River on the north side, 
sailed as far as the 55 th degree, where it encountered 
a great bank of ice, which caused it to return, having 
lost two Hurons that it had taken as guides. The 
Esquimaux savages of the north massacred them and 
wounded a Frenchman with three arrows and one cut 
with a knife." 

Another statement employed to strengthen the 
French claim to sovereignty was, that Father Dablon 
and Sieur de Valiere were ordered in 1661 to proceed 
to the country about Hudson's Bay, and that they 
accordingly went thither. All accounts available to 

> Jean Bourdon was of the Province of Quebec ; he was well known 
to the Jesuits and trusted bj them. He subsequentlj accompanied 
Father Jacques on an embassy to Governor Dongan, the Governor of 
the Province of New York. 

In Shea's CharUwnx, Vol. III. pp. 39, 40, it is stated that P^re 
Dablon attempted to penetrate to the northern ocean by ascending the 
Saguenaj. Early in June, two months after thej set out, they found 
themselves at the head of the Nekauba river, 300 miles from Lake St. 
John. Warned of the approach of the Iroquois, they dared not pro- 
ceed farther. In the New York Historical Documents (p. 97) there is 
an account of Dablon from the time of his arrival in Canada in 1655. 
He was immediately sent missonary to Onondaga, where he continued 
with a brief interval until 1658. In 1661 he set out overland for 
Hudson's Bay, but succeeded only in reaching the head waters of the 
Nekauba, 300 miles from Lac St Jean. 
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the historian agroe that the 
reache<i llie Bay, 

Another assertion equally long-livod and equally ill- 
founderl, was to the effect that one Sieur La Couture, 
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land to the Bay, and 
King's name. There 
Charlevoix, or in the 
,he memoir furnished 
u-quis de Deuonville. 
, in 1685, or twenty- 
le of which it treated, 
Lire made the journey 
for piirjxises of discovery. Under the cir- 
cumstances, particularly owing to the strong necessity 
under which the Frencli were placed to find some 
shadow of right for tlieir pretensions, M. dc Callieres' 
memoir has been declarerl untrustworthy by competent 
authorities. 

In 1661,1, Sieur Duquet, the King's Attorney for 
Quebec, and Jean L'Anglois. a Canadian colonist, are 
said to have gone to Hudson's Bay by onlcr of Sieur 
D'Argenson, and to have renewed possession by setting 
up the King's amis there a second time. Such an 
order could hardly have been given by D'Argenson, 
because he had left Canada on September 16th, 1671, 
two years before this pretended order was given to 
Sieur Duquet. 

It has been attempted to explain the silence of 
the " Relations of the Jesuits " concerning Bourdon's 
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voyage, by asserting that they were naturally anxious 
that members of their own society should be the 
pioneers in discovery, and that therefore many impor- 
tant discoveries were never brought to light in their 
Relations because they were not made by Jesuits. It 
is enough to say that such an argument cannot apply 
to the voyage of Dablon. He was a Jesuit, a man in 
whom the interests of the society were centred, and if 
a voyage had been made by him, no doubt a great 
deal of prominence would have been given to it. On 
the contrary, in the third volume of the "Jesuit 
Relations," 1662, we find this Jesuit, Father Dablon, 
describing an unsuccessful voyage that he made. 
There can be no doubt that he attempted a voyage. 
A portion of this relation is written by himself, and ho 
calls it, " Journal du Premier Voyage Fait Vers la Mer 
du Nord." The first portion of it is most important 
and conclusive, as showing that Do Callieres, in his 
memoir to M. De Seignely, twenty-one years after- 
French wards, must have been speaking from hear- 
faisohoods say, and without any authentic documents 

and fallacies. i • i ^ i i • • -rx i i 

on which to base his assertions. Dablon 
says that the highest point which he did reach was 
Nekauba, a hundred leagues from Tadoussac, and that 
subsequently he returned ; and this is from a report of 
this journey written by himself. Some have attempted 
to raise a doubt as to the identity of the Dablon in De 
Callieres* memoir, with the Dablon of the " Relations 
des Jesuites.'' . But at the end of one of the volumes 
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is a comptete list of all the Jesuits, ptonccrs boLli of 
the faith and in the way of discovery, aud l 
only one Dablon mentioned. Another inaccuracy of 
this memoir is as to the trip of Duquet, under an 
order said to hav ' ' by Sieur D'Argonson. 

There can bo no di tie time this 

order was given, D'A 1 left Canada. 

On the whole it veil for the reader to 

dismiss the French They are no longer 

of interest, save to Utting student of the 

country's annals ; bu day they gave rise to 

a wilderness of controversy, through which we in the 
twentieth century may yet grope vainly for the light. 
For all practical purposes the question of priority 
was settled for ever by the Ontario Boundary Com- 
mission of 1884. Let us turn rather to behold to 
what account the Honourable Adventurers converted 
their new property. 



CHAPTER VI 

1671 

F1B8T Public Salb at Garra way's— Contehpobaby Pbicbs of 
FuB — The Poet Dbyden — Meetings op the Company— 

CUBIOSITY OP THE TOWN— AbOBIGINES ON ViEW. 

On the seventeenth day of November 1671, the wits, 
beaux, and well-to-do merchants who were wont to 
assemble at Garrawa/s coffee-house, London, were 
surprised by a placard making the following annoimce- 
ment : — " On the fifth of December, ensuing, There 
Will Be Sold, in the Greate Hall of this Place, 3000 
weight of Beaver Skins,^ comprised in thirty lotts, 
belonging to the Honourable, the Governour and 
Company of Merchants-Adventurers Trading into 
Hudson's Bay." 

Such was the notice of the first official sale of the 
Company. Up to this date, the peltries brought back 

^ The beaver, amphibious and intelligent, had for centaries a con- 
siderable place in commerce : and also a celebrity of its own as the 
familiar synonjm for the common covering of a man's head, and here 
the animal becomes historic. By royal proclamation in 1688, Charles I. 
of England prohibited the nse of any material in the manufacture of 
hats *< except beaver stuff or beaver wool/' This proclamation was 
the death-warrant of beavers innumerable, sacrificed to the demands 
of the trade 
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in their Bhips had been disposed of by private rroaty, 
an arrangement entnisted chiefly to Mr. John Portman 
and Mr, William Prettyman, both of whom appear to 
have had considerable familiarity with the European 
fur-trade. The ' "' ' sion of this sale is a 

trivial matter. ing behind it are of 

interest. 

Among the nunie which cured and dealt 

in furs at this p i London and Bristol, 

there were none i s seems to have been 

comparable, either ■ or quality, to that of 

the great establishments which flourished in Leipsio 
and Amsterdam, Paris and Vienna. Indeed, it ^ 
a reproach continually levelled at the English fur- 
dressers that such furs as passed through their hands 
were vastly inferior to the foreign product ; and it is 
certain that it was the practice of the nobles and 
wealthier classes, as well as the unmicipal and judicial 
dignitaries, for whose costume fur was prescribed by use 
and tradition, to resort not to any English establish- 
ment, but to one of the cities above-mentioned, when 
dosirous of replenishing this department of their 
wardrobe. Hitherto, then, the Company had had but 
little opportunity of extending its trade, and but little 
ground to show why an intendii^ purchaser should 
patronise its wares. But the superiority both in the 
number and quality of the skins which now began to 
arrive seems to have encouraged the directors to make 
a new bid for public custom ; and as the purchasing 



FIRST SALE WELL ATTENDED 61 

public showed no disposition to visit their warehouses 
they determined to take their goods to the public. 

Albeit this sale of the Company, the first, as it 
subsequently proved, of a series of great transactions 
which during the past two centuries have made London 
the centre of the world s fur-trade, did not take place 
First sale ^i^til the twcnty-fourth of January. It 
well excited the greatest interest. Garraway's 

attended. -iii -i*^* 'i-i i 

was crowded by distinguished men, and 
both the Prince Rupert and the Duke of York, be- 
sides Dryden, the poet, were among the spectators. 
There are some lines attributed to the latter under 
date of 1672, which may possibly have been im- 
provised on this occasion : 

" Friend, once 'twas Fame tliat led thee forth 
To brave the Tropick Heat, the Frozen North, 
Late it was Gold, then Beauty was the Spur ; • 

But now our Gallants venture but for Fur." 

A number of purchases seem to have been made 
by private parties; but the bulk of the undressed 
beaver-skins probably went to fur merchants, and 
there is good reason to believe that the majority 
found their way into the hands of Portman and 
Prettyman. Beaver one finds on this occasion 
fetched from thirty- five to fifty-five shillings — a high 
figure, which for a long time was maintained. But 
the Company showed considerable sagacity by not 
parting with its entire stock of furs at once. Only 
the beavcr-skins were disposed of at this sale; the 
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peltries of moose, marten, bear, aod otter wero reserved 
for a separate and subsequent auction. 

Prior to its incorporation, and for a year afterwards, 
the Company does not seem to have pursued any 
formal course vr*'^ rorrani m its meetings. At first, 
they met at the lo Mint, or at Prince 

Rupert's house in rden. Once or twice 

thoy met at Garraw at a conclave held on 

November 7th, 16' solved that a defimte 

procedure should b i with regard both to 

the time and place r, and to the keeping 

of the minutes and accounts. These latter, it was 
ordered, were forthwith to be rendered weekly to the 
General Court, so that the Adventurers might be 
conversant with all sales, orders, and commissions 
included in the Company's dealings. Employees' 
accounts were also to be posted up ; and the same 
MsetiQK regulation was applied to the lists of goods 
atJaha received for the two ships then lying in 
the Thames. It was further decreed that 
the weekly meetings should take place at Mr. John 
Horth's, " The Excise Office," in Broad Street.' 

Soon afterwards, a " General Court " of the Adven- 
turers was held, at which the Prince, Lord Ashley, 
Sir John Robinson, Sir Peter Colleton, Sir Robert 
Viner, Mr. Kirke, and Mr. Portman were in attendance. 
We catch a thoroughly tjfpical glimpse of Prince 

' This bnildJDf was afterwards occupied b; the South Sea Companj. 
and was long knowu itsOld South SeaHouse. It was bumeddowo iiilS2ti. 
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Rupert at this meeting; sober business was not at 
all to his taste, and at a very early stage in the 
proceedings he feigned indisposition, and took his 
departure. A hint, however, may possibly have been 
given to him to do so, for no sooner was the door 
closed behind him, than his friend Lord Ashley in- 
troduced the very delicate topic which was entered 
into by all those present. It concerned nothing less 
than Prince Rupert's profits, which up to this time 
seem to have been very vaguely defined. 

Lord Ashley spoke for the Prince and demanded 
some definite payment besides a share in the enterprise; 
but there is no record of an agreement or of any 
exact sum, nor is there any basis for the contemporary 
conjecture that his share was ten thousand poimds. 
The charter of monopoly was an important one, and 
the King certainly not the man to fail in appreciating 
its value; but how much he did out of goodwill to 
his kinsman, and how much out of consideration for 
his own profit, will never be known. A perusal of 
the quantity of manuscript matter which exists relat- 
ing to this arrangement would lead to the conclusion 
that Charles sold the charter out of hand. And 
indeed one pamphleteer, intent on defaming the Com- 
pany in 1766, even goes so far as to profess actual 
knowledge of the sum paid to his Majesty by the 
Adventurers. But upon a consideration of all the 
speculations advanced, I have come to the conclusion 
that it is highly improbable that the King received any 
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immediate pecuniary advantage whatever on accoimt 
of the oharter. There is no shadow of evidence to 
support the charge ; and there is at least some pre- 
sumptive evidenee against it. Charters were hoth 

commonly and ' '" ~' — "n those days. Even 

where oonsideratii lie amount was insig- 

nificant. In 1668, ?, Charles transferred 

the province of ] h had come to the 

British <_'rown as p dower of Catherine of 

Bn^anza, to the mpany for an annual 

rent of no more i this case, then, the 

data, suiih as they ai-e, strongly favour the belief that 
he granted the charter simply in quittance ol' a claim 
and at the urgent instance of his cousin ; while, 
as an additional motive, it was probably also pressed 
upon him that a charter boasting the royal signature 
would be a virtual assertion of his dominion over 
territory which was always somewhat in dispute. 

Prince Rupert himself in any case was paid a lump 
sum by the Adventurers, but the amount will probably 
never be known. 

The early meetings of the Company seem to have 
been largely occupied in considering the question of 
cargoes. This was, no doubt, a very important business. 
The Company appear to have had two precedents 
which, in pari, they naturally adopted, those of the 
Dutch (or West India Company) and the French 
Company. The East India Company's practice could 
have afforded them little assistance. They also struck 
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out a line for themselves, and in their selection of 
goods for the purposes of barter they were greatly 
guided by the advice of Radisson, who had a very 
sound conception of the Indian character. From the 
first the Company rejected the practice of seeking to ex- 
change glass beads and gilded kickshaws for furs. Not 
that they found it inexpedient to include these trifles 
in their cargoes : for we read in one of the news-letters 
of 1671, speaking of the doings at Garrawa/s: — 

" Hither came Mr. Portman, to whom, report says, 
is entrusted the purchase of beads and ribbons for the 
American savages by the new Adventurers, and who 
is charged with being in readiness to bai^ain for sack- 
fids of child's trinkets as well as many outlandish 
things, which are proper for barter. He takes the 
rallying in great good-humour." 

Long before the Company was thought of, the 
manufacture of beads and wampum for the New 
England trade had been going on in London. But 
beads and jewellery, it was argued, were better suited 
for the African and East Indian trade. It was 
Radisson who pointed out with great propriety that 
Solid char- ^^® uorthem tribes would become most useful 
acter of the to the Company if they were provided with 

merobandise. /• i 'n- • .1 

weapons tor killing or ensnaring the game, 
as well as with the knives, hatchets, and kettles, which 
were indispensable for dressing it, and for preparing 
pemmican. And his advice was taken on this, as on 
most other points. Thus for the Prince Rupert and 
VOL. I. E 
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the Imphiy, which were to sail in the following spring, 
the following cargo was prescrliied bj Radieson and 
Captain Gillam : — 

500 fowling-pieces, and powdor and shot in pro- 

po 
500 brass \ gallons apiece. 

SO gross of 
^000 hatchets. 

But it is curioui w this list of exports 

was continually ac : instance, one of the 

Company on one occasion ronc it the weekly meeting 
and stilted that he had been told by an experienced 
Indian trader that scarlet cloth was very highly 
esteemed among the Indians. 

" I hear," said he, " that an Indian will barter any- 
thing ho possesses for a couple of yards of scarlet 
cloth and a few dyed feathers." 

Whereupon, the chairman turned to the original 
Adventurer in the region controlled by the Company. 

" What does Mr. Radisson say to this ? " 

" I think," said Mr. Radisson, " that the Honourable 
Adventurer does not understand the Indian trade as 
well as I do. He forgets that Indians are of many 
races ; and that what will suit the case and attract 
the cupidity of an Indian far to the south, will have 
httle effect on the northern tribes. An Iroquois 
would think more of a brass nail than of twenty 
yards of scarlet cloth. In the north, where we have 
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built a factory, the Indians are more peaceful; but 
they do not care much for kickshaws and coloured 
rags. They, too, esteem powder and shot and the 
means of discharging them. But they are just as 
fond, particularly Eskimaux, of knives and kettles 
and hatchets." 

On a subsequent occasion, a third as many again of 
these implements were taken as cargo. 

In the meantime, it was not to be supposed that 
the rumours of the great value put upon petty 
merchandise by the hyperborean savages, could fail 
Shi be- ^ excite the cupidity of London merchants 
rie^ by and dealers in these things. The ships that 

¥)OuClloi*B. 

sailed in the spring of 1671 were besieged 
by peddlers and small dealers, who were prepared to 
adventure their property in the wilds. Not only the 
ships, but the houses selected for the Company's 
meetings were beset with eager throngs, praying the 
adventurers, collectively and individually, to act as 
middlemen for their trumpery merchandise. 

Not only did the ships and the place of meeting 
sufter siege, but as many as thirty persons shipped 
out to Hudson's Bay in the first two voyages after 
the granting of the charter, while twenty-one of them 
returned in the next two vessels, fully determined, 
apparently, to repeat a journey which had proved 
so lucrative. 

To abate this nuisance, it was enacted that no 
persons would "hereafter be employed to stay in the 
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country or otherwise but by conseat of the Com- 
mittee, nor any goods be put aboard the ships btib i 
with thoir knowledge and consent, to the end tb&t i 
the ships be not hereafter pestered as thoy were the 1 
last voyage." 

This enactmcu lad its rise in the dis- 

honesty of thee ited adventurers. On J 

several ocoasions i g the cargo, boxes and 

barrels containing b would be found miss- I 

ing, or their loss de with the disappear- i 

ance of a reprobal joined the ship without I 

a character. 

Thus we read in the minutes that at one meeting 
it was ordered that inquiry be made as to sixty 
beaver skins, "very good and large, packed up with 
the others, in one of the casks, which were not found." 
One Jeremiah Walker, a second mate and supercargo, 
was required to state which cask they were taken in, 
and his cross-examination reveals the loose and un- 
business-like methods then in vc^ue. 

Nothing could be more entertaining than the char- 
acter of these meetings, as compared with a modem 
board-meeting of a joint-stock enterprise. A great 
air of mystery was kept up. The novelty of the 
undertaking was so great as to imbue the committee 
with a high sense of the importance and interest of 
their weekly conclaves. The length of the speeches 
bears witness to this spirit. A member had been 
known to speak for a whole hour on the edifying 
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their wfiya and their superior knowledge with superior I 
discretion to themselves. 

It was never known in the seventeenth centuiyj 
what actually constituted the original capital of thoi 
Capiiiiiof Advent mall was it that when, f 

the Cora- in the he Parliamenlary Com- 

^"'^' mittee oi in 1749, nearly eighty! 

years after the Coi received its charter, thai 

figures were divulg. ^iness of the sum occa-* 

sioned universal sur] h Adventurer was appa- 

rently required to pa^ £300 sterling; and the gross 
sum was divided into thirty-four equal shares. Besides 
Prince Rupert's " sundry charges " (the euphemism 
employed to describe the sum paid him for his 
interest in obtaining the charter), his Highness was 
offered a share amounting to one equal share. " He 
having graciously signified his acceptance thereof," 
says the secretary in the minute-book, " credit given 
him for three hundred pounds." The capital thus 
stood at £10,500. 



CHAPTER VII 

1671-1673 

Mission of the P^bb Albanel — Apprehension at Fobt 
Chablbs — Bailey's distbust op Radisson — Expedition 
TO Moose Rivbb— Gbosbilliebs and the Savages — The 

BUSHBANOEBS LEAVE THE COMPANY'S SEBVICE — ABBIVAL 
OF Gk)VEBNOB LyDDAL. 

While the Honourable Company of Adventurers was 
holding its meetings in the Broad Street Excise Office, 
and gravely discussing its huge profits and its motley 
wares, an event was happening some thousands of 
miles away which was to decide the fate, for some 
years at least, of the two picturesque figures to whom 
the inception of the whole enterprise was due. 

In August 1671, M. Talon, the Intendant of New 
France, sent for a certain Father Albanel and a young 
friend of his, the Sieur de St. Simon, and after em- 
bracing them sent both forth on a perilous mission 
to the North. They were directed to "penetrate as 
far as the Mer du Nord ; to draw up a memoir of all 
they would discover, drive a trade in fur with the 
Indians, and especially reconnoitre whether there be 
any means of wintering ships in that quarter." Such 
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were the injunctioDS beetowed upon these hardy spirits 
on the eve of their erriind. To recur to a theme 
already touched upon, if the French Government of 
the day had previously caused visits to be made to 
Hudson's Bay in " described several years 

later, all this knuv uld have been already 

acquired ; and there lvo been no necessity to 

despatch either priest m thither to make that 

discovery anew. 

In the "Jesuit Rel ar 1672 is found Father 

Albanel's own narration of journey; — 

" Hitherto this voyage had been considered im- 
Father possible for Frenchmen, who, after having 

Aibaners undertaken it three times and not having 
journej. j^^^ ^^^j^ ^^ surmount the obstacles, had 
seen themselves to abandon it in despair of success. 
What appears as impossible is found not to be so 
when it pleases God, The conduct of it was reserved 
to me after eighteen years' prosecution that I had 
made, and I have very excellent proofs that God 
reserved the execution of it for me, after the singular 
favour of a sudden and marvellous, not to say mira- 
culous, recovery that I received as soon as I devoted 
myself to this mission at the solicitation of my 
Superior; and in fact I have not been deceived in 
my expectation : I have opened the road, in company 
with two Frenchmen and six savages." Thus it is 
made apparent that so far as the Jesuits, pioneers of 
this country, were concerned, no knowledge of any 
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of their compatriots having penetrated to Hudson's 
Bay had ever reached them. The letter that M. Talon 
was writing to his royal master is proof that he, too, 
was unaware of any prior discovery. No doubt re- 
mains that the worthy priest and the young chevalier, 
his servant, were the first party travelling overland 
from Quebec to penetrate into those regions and to 
behold that vast expanse of water. 

The little band of English at Fort Charles, imder 
Charles Bailey, who had been sent out as Governor 
of Rupert's Land by the Company, were soon made 
aware of the proximity of the French, and no one 
seems to have been more affected by the news than 
Radisson and Groseilliers. The two brothers-in-law 
indulged in many anxious surmises. Radisson offered 
to go and find out who the intruders were, but the 
Governor by no means favoured the idea. In those 
days, when national rivalries and prejudices were so 
intense, and especially so among the English middle 
classes, Bailey seems to have felt a great deal of 
distrust with regard to the two Frenchmen; and he 
early made up his mind to let them know his opinion 
and feel his authority. The two parties were continu- 
ally at loggerheads; the Frenchmen naturally resent- 
ing the Governor's unjust suspicions, and the Governor 
retorting by a ponderous irony and a surly and per- 
sistent surveillance of their speech and movements. 

In the following year, 1673, the occupants of the 
Company's post, at Rupert's River, were made aware 
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of the neighbourhood of their trade rivals in no 
pleasaul manner. The Indiana of the country round 
about began to show signs of disaffection. On being 
questioned, some of the more friendly ones were in- 
duced to betray the Dhey bad been informed 
RiraLon by the ] , who, in that and the 
thoscBuo. previous yf . reached the shores of 
the Bay, distant soi ^ or thirty lei^ues. that 
the English were not isted, tbat their firearms 
were bewitched, that eligion was that of the 
evil one. Peaceably inclmed, the Nod way es, who 
were the principal inhabitants of that region, fell 
an easy prey to the proselytism of the indomitable 
Jesuits. Many of their younger braves had, before 
the arrival of Dablon in their midst, journeyed to 
Quebec and taken part in the mission services there, 
and at MontreaL They were, moreover, susceptible 
to the racial and conimereiat antagonisms of their 
teachers; and late in 1673 Governor Bailey was in- 
formed that they contemplated an attack on the fort. 

On this, tbe Company's servants began the task 
of strengthening their frail defences. The Governor 
alleged that he had received instructions from England 
to despatch Groseilliers to the other side of the Bay, 
called the " West Main." Badisson sought to accom- 
pany his kinsman, and was met with a petcuiptory 
refusal. This action by no means increased the amity 
between him and his rather stupid and choleric 
superior. Nevertheless the winter passed without any 
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open exhibition of hostility between the two men ; and 
it seemed likely that no difficulties would arise while 
the cold weather continued. The groimd was, how- 
ever, still covered with snow when several Indians 
appeared and asked to be allowed to take up their 
abode at the east end of the fort, that they might 
be ready for trade in the spring. Bailey, with his 
customary sagacity in such matters, suspected some 
treachery in this; but on the active expostulations 
of Radisson the simple request was granted, and the 
Indians immediately proceeded to erect their wigwams. 
On the 25th of March, when the thaw commenced, six 
savages, announcing themselves as ambassadors from 
KAS-kidi-dah, the chief of the tribe (referred to by 
Bailey s secretary as " King Cusciddidah "), came to 
herald the approach of that potentate. It so chanced 
that both the Governor and Radisson were absent, 
having gone out to reconnoitre and to obtain an 
addition to their now slender stock of meat. In all 
these little expeditions the Governor and Radisson 
were inseparable. The former swore privately he 
GoTernor could ucvcr bring himself to trust the fort 
Baiiey'i in the hauds of a Frenchman ; and, although 
there was no reason whatever to apprehend 
ill consequences, the Governor constantly acted as if 
any such show of confidence on his part would em- 
phatically jeopardise the interests of the Company. 

King Kas-kidi-dah arrived on the following day. 
"His Majestie brought a retinue with him," records 
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Thomas Gorst, the Governor's secretary, " but very 
little beaver, the Indians having already sent their 
best to Canada." 

In the absence of the Governor, the occupants of 



1 



the fort regarded C 
did not place much 
the sav^es surroundi 
kept up night and 
two sailors were de 
but scarcely had the 
Kas-kidi-dali proposed 



their superior. Cola 
1 the pacific mien of 
t, and a guard waa 
r cover of darkness 
find the Governor ; 
on their quest than 
if his Indians should 



go on the same errand. The acting commandant of 
the fort could not well decline this oifer, and on the 
31st of March the second party returned, bringing 
with them the Governor. To the surprise of all 
Radisson did not accompany him. No explanation 
was offered ; but the next day the rumour ran that 
they had quarrelled in the wilderness, that from words 
they came to blows, and that finally Radisson had 
attempted to shoot the Governor. 

Filled with a natural alarm, Groseilliers made several 
attempts to obtain from Bailey the true story of the 
affair, but the Governor declined to affirm or confirm 
anything, saying that he had no doubt Groseilliers 
knew quite as much of the matter as himself. Gro- 
seilliers' anxiety, however, was considerably lessened 
when at a formal conference with the Indian king, held 
at the latter's wigwams near the fort, he learnt that 
the French had made a settlement not above eight 
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days' journey from Rupert's River. Hither, in effect, 
Radisson had repaired; and afterwards from thence 
made his way back to Quebec. Of his subsequent ad- 
ventures mention will be made later in the narrative. 

Kas-kidi-dah openly demanded the English protec- 
tion. He declared his apprehension of being attacked 
by other Indians, whom the French had animated 
against the English and all who dealt with them. He 
even gave a description of the fort the French had 
First French orcctcd ou the bauks of Moose River, and 
rivalry. ^y^q contents of its storehouse. Already the 

French were resorting to many artifices to hinder the 
natives from trading with the heretic pale-faces ; they 
gave higher value for the fiirs brought them, and lost 
no opportunity of instilling into the minds of the 
Indians a far from flattering opinion of their trade 
rivals, the English. 

One hearer received these tidings with complete 
equanimity. That which surprised and confounded 
his companions, filled the bosom of C!houart des 
Groseilliers with a secret joy. The Grovemor's high- 
handed deportment had oppressed, if it had not angered 
him; and he had, together with his brother-in-law, 
begun to suspect that this policy of enmity was dic- 
tated by a desire to rid himself and the Company of 
them both. But in the proximity of his compatriots, 
the French, he found a weapon of great utility in his 
relations with the Governor, his superior officer. 

On the third of April a council was held, to debate 
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upon the advisiibiUty of the Company's agents remov- 
ing from Rupert's to Moose River, thus to prevent 
their traffic being intercepted by the French, The 
Governor adopted i jreat cordiality towards 

Groseilliers, and Ustt Jeference to hia advice. 

Groseilljers boldly o giving up the present 

fort and establishing os close to the French. 

Bailey, much to Capt astonishment, instantly 

approved of the plan, did Cole protest against 

the course as dangen Governor professed his 

confidence in Grosi dom, and ordered the 

sloop to be got ready for the journey. 

In the meantime the Indians in the neighlxiurhood 
of Fort Charles continued building their wigwams. 
They raised their wauscohegein or fort so near the 
English that the palisades joined. As their numbers 
increased, Groseilliers advised putting off their own 
expedition until the savages were gone hunting, so that 
Fort Charles and those left in charge might not be 
surprised in their absence. On the 20th of May, seven 
canoes containing more subjects of Kas-kidi-dah arrived, 
bringing the news to the English that few, if any. 
Upland Indians might be expected to visit them that 
season, the French having persuaded them to journey 
with their goods to Canada instead. Indeed, said they, 
the tribes had already left, so that even if the EngHsh 
expedition were made, it would be fruitless. 

At this depressing intelligence Bailey again sought 
Groseilhers' advice, and this being still in favour of 
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advancing to Moose River, it was adopted. Before the 
departure, on the 27th of May, a band of about fifty 
men, women, and children appeared, anxious to trade ; 
but instead of furs they offered wampum, feathers, and 
a few small canoes, for none of which merchandise the 
Company's agents had need. They were of the nation 
called Pishapocanoes, a tribe allied to the Esquimaux, 
and like them, a " poor, beggarly people ; by which," 
adds one of the party, " we may perceive the French 
ran away with the best of the trade." 

Everything being now in readiness, the expedition 
started, but without Bailey. The Governor, at the last 
moment, decided to remain behind at Fort C!harles 
and await their return. 

The voyage across the Bay was made in safety, and 
on the very day of landing at the mouth of Moose 
Firtt vwit River, a band of Tahiti Indians were encoun- 
to Moose tered, from whom they obtained about two 
hundred pelts. The chief of this band 
denied that the French had bribed them or the other 
Indians not to trade with the English. They declared 
that as yet their intercourse had been almost entirely 
with the Jesuits, one of whom was Father Albanel, who 
had merely urged them to live on terms of friendship 
with the nations in league with the French. The chief 
blamed the English for trading with such pitiful tribes 
as Kas-kidi-dah's and the Pishapocanoes, advising them 
instead to settle at Moose River, where, he asserted, the 
Upland Indians would come and trade with them. 
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One curious inciJent occurred in the course of this 
parley. The Tiibiti chief, who had been for 3ome time 
eyeing GroseilKers rather sharply, suddenly broke off 
the n^otiations. When Captain Cole demanded the 
reason, the chief de ' ' "' 't was on Gi-oseilliers' 
account ; him he h I as the Frenchman 

with whom he had 3 mauy years before. 

Groseilliers stepped fc declared with a smile 

that the chief might taself in easiness on 

that score:, as he was l intents and purposes 

an Englishman ; and that ich he would always 

trade with the Tabitis. 

" But you drove hard bargains," returned the chief. 
" You took our silkiest, softest, and richest furs, and 
you gave us but beads and ribbons. You told us 
the skins of the sable, and marten, and beaver were 
of little account to you, whereas the English give us 
for them, and the Freoch traders as well, guns and 
hatchets in exchange." 

This harangue does not seem to have particularly 
disconcerted Groseilliers; he was an old Indian trader; 
he returned a polite answer, renewing his expressions 
of amity. It made, nevertheless, a profound impression 
upon the other members of the party, who reported 
to Bailey on their return that the Indians thought 
Groseilliers too hard on them, and refused to deal with 
him. Indeed, they did not scruple to assert that the 
comparative failure of their expedition was owing to 
Groseilliers' presence ; that both the Tabitis and the 
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Shechittiwans, hard by, were really possessed of peltries 
which they chose to conceal. 

On hearing this intelligence, Bailey himself was 
induced to set out for Moose River. By rare good 
BaOey at fortune, he found the Tabitis reinforced by 
Moose River, g^ numcrous band of Shechittiwans, who had 
journeyed thither some fifty leagues and were eager 
to trade. From this tribe, the Governor procured no 
fewer than fifteen himdred skins on very good terms. 
Charmed with his adventure, he decided to pursue his 
course, discover the Chechouan River, and thence coast 
along the west shore of the Bay, to Port Nelson, where 
there was constructed, as yet, no fort. 

On the 18 th of July he arrived at Chechouan 
River, "where no Englishman had been before," but 
secured little or no beaver. He treated with the chief 
of the tribe he found there and with his son, who 
exacted from Bailey a promise that he would come 
in a ship and trade the next year. In return, they 
assured him they would provide a quantity of beaver 
and induce the Upland tribes to travel thither. Hardly 
had the sloop departed than, on the 27th, it ran upon 
a mass of floating ice and narrowly escaped foundering. 

This catastrophe precipitated the Governor's return 

to Rupert's River. He arrived to find Groseilliers and 

his prot(5ge Gorst at daggers drawn, and the factors, 

traders, and sailors almost at the point of mutiny, 

and all this because they objected to serve under a 

Frenchman. 

VOL. I. F 
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Bailey now seems to have made up his mind what 
course to pursue with regard to Groseilliers ; but if 
anything were lacking to complete his decision, he 
had not long to wait. On the next day but one, 

Jesuit priest ^^^^ '^ '" *^'^ ^ ^^^ "'^ AugUSt. a 

at Fort messeni announcine Ihe arrival 

CharlBH. . ^ - ° . . 

of a cai as a Josmt missionary, 

accompanied by one i-dah's own sons. The 

worthy priest waa in >ndition with regard to 

his apparel, most of lad either been robbed 

of or been compellea w er for food during his 

long sojourn in the wilderness. He had left Quebec 
during the preceding October, but had been detained 
for many months owing to the impassability of the 
route. He bore with him letters ; one of them for 
Mr. Bailey from the Governor of Quebec. This 
epistle seems to have given Bailey . a great deal of 
pleasure, and as a communication from one great man 
to another, he caused it to be pubhcly read out in the 
fort. Th# French Governor desired Bailey to treat 
the priest civilly, " on account of the amity between 
the two crowns ; " and the bearer of this letter had no 
reason to complain of a lack of hospitality. He was 
clothed and entertained with great kindness. 

Unhappily, on the very evening of his arrival, the 
Governor was made aware that the Jesuit had brought 
other letters, and that these had been dehvered into 
the hands of Groseilliers. Always suspicious, he now 
became convinced of treachery. He saw in this harm- 
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less visit of a pious missionary a deep-laid plot to 
capture the fort and allow it to be pillaged by the 
hostile Indians. He ordered Groseilliers to appear 
before him. But Groseilliers was not to be found, 
and Gorst returned to say that both the Frenchmen 
were out walking together. Bailey, taking several 
men with him, now went himself in search of the 
pair; he confronted Groseilliers, and hurled a host of 
accusations at his head. To these accusations, all ill- 
founded and ill-advised, Groseilliers very promptly 
responded by knocking the Governor down. He then 
returned calmly to the fort, demanded his wages and 
possessions, and calling three of the Indians to his 
side, including the young brave who had accompanied 
the priest, set off valiantly into the wilderness. In 
due time he reached Quebec, where he rendered a 
faithful account to the authorities of what had tran- 
spired. He also forwarded to England, by way of 
New England, a minute account of his experiences, 
which was duly read out at one of the meetings of 
the Company. 

The Jesuit, who had offered to proceed with Gro- 
seilliers, had been detained. He seems to have made 
himself very useful to the English in their dealings 
with the Indians, although he was thoroughly dis- 
trusted, as was to be expected, by the Governor. 

On the 24th of September, a sloop was described 
in the river, which, with joy, they soon made out to 
be the Prince Rupert^ just arrived from England. She 
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was commanded by Captain GiUaiii, and with her 
came the new Governor, William Lyddal, to supersede 
.^, f Bailey. Captain Gillam reported that the 
the Prinef sbter ship, tho Sha/tcsburjf, commanded by 
Captai- '^' — ' — ' -»as likewise at the 
moutli of the ri'^ Governor's commission 

and instructions b' hands were immedi- 

ately put to work, ' ition of unloading and 

reloading the ships n voyage iumiediately. 

Bailey .seems to ha^ I the greatest anxiety 

to proceed to London • ilay ; but at length ho 

was iiidiiced to listen to reason. It was pointed out 
to him that the season would be far spent before the 
work of equipment could be properly concluded. After 
several councils, it was resolved that they should 
winter at Rupert's River ; and no effort was made to 
unload the v&ssels until the following spring. In the 
meantime, the crews were not idle. Under Lyddal's 
direction they found employment in cutting timber 
and building houses, more particularly a bake-house 
and a brew-house, " which latter," says the chronicler, 
" added greatly to the comfort of the fort." 



CHAPTER VIII 

1673-1682 

Phooresb of tub Company — Confusion as to the Names and 

NUMBEB OF THE TBIBES— RADISBON QOES TO PABIS— HiS 
EFFOBTS TO OBTAIN BUPPOBT THEBE, AND FBOM PBINCB 

RUPEBT, IN England, fail— Abbival of M. de la Chesnaye 
—With his help Radisson becubes suppobt— And sails 
FOB Quebec— Thence pbocbeds with two Ships to attack 
THE English Pobts in Hudson's Bay — His bncountebb 
with GiLLAJf's Expedition fbom London, and his Son's, 
FBOM New England. 

Rapidly advancing in prosperity and reputation, and 
possessed of a basis of credit which gave it a welcome 
sense of solidity, the Company now renewed its efforts 
to extend its trade and settlements. The weekly 
meetings at Mr. Alderman John Horth's, which were 
SO full of mystery to the public, continued to bear 
fruit; and at length a regular system was determined 
for the organisation and government of its distant 
dependencies. 

All ships bound for Hudson's Bay were now ordered 
to visit Charlton Island, which lies about forty miles 
from the mouth of Rupert's River, in the extreme 
south of the Bay; and the island was also made a 

86 
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rendezvous whither all factors were to bring all their 
merchandise for the purpose of loading the Companys 
ships. Tlie geography of the district had hitherto, in 
spite of the researches of a long series of explorers, 
beginning with F— '-i— — -' ending with Fox, re- 
mained ob&eiire. mpany's servants had 
Ignorance Dot been ihe Adventurers wt 
"^ "'" , , soon in p carefully drawn charts, 

gaography of '^ _ •' _ 

UudaoD'* and ma] its. the Bay itself, and 

^^' the landb it. They kept them- 

selves also well-advit drawings, and detailed 

descriptions, of the tribes inhabiting the territories 
granted to them under the charter; and the discus- 
sions which went on over this subject were not lacking 
in humour. It is worth observing that for a great 
many years during the early history of the Company, 
its Governors, captains, chief factors, chief traders, 
and the rank and tile of its employees could never 
by any chance agree, either as to the number or 
the characteristics of the aborigines. In concocting 
their reports many were animated purely by love 
of romance ; others rehed too implicitly on the tales 
told by the Indians themselves ; others may bo 
credited with being the victims of their own ima- 
ginations. Nor could the Usts enumerating the 
tribes boast more consistency. Extracts from those 
of two Governors may be given here for purposes of 
comparison : — 
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Nations Visiting Hudson's Bay. 



Bailet, 1673 : 

Usquemos, 

Nodwayes, 

Twegwayes, 

Pankeshones, 

Noridgewelks, 

Abenekays, 

Micmacks, 

Kilistinons, 

Assinapoils, 

Cuchneways, 

Algonkina, 

Cutaways, 

Gutagamis. 



Lyddal, 1678 

Aflkimows, 

Odwayes, 

Twagions, 

Paggarehows, 

Narchuels, 

Penkayes, 

Micmackes, 

Crilistinons, 

Oasa-poets, 

Kitchenayes, 

Algonkings, 

Otawayes, 

Wattagamais. 



No wonder, therefore, that the Adventurers in 
England were puzzled, and that at one of their later 
meetings Prince Rupert was forced to exclaim — 

" Gentlemen, these Indians '' (each member had been 
supplied with Governor Nixon's list) "are not our 
Indians. 'Fore Grod, out of the nineteen I see only 
five we have dealt with before." 

Another worthy mei^ber declared, on a similar 
occasion, that the tribes frequenting the Bay were 
more volatile than the Bedouins. " These are not 
men, but chameleons" — was the remark of another 
Adventurer. 

The chief cause of the confusion lay in the varia- 
tions of spelling. More than a century was to elapse 
before a common orthography was adopted, and in the 
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interval it was impostiible to (ix the tribes by name 
with certainty. The name of no tribe perhaps under- 

ConfuBion .if went siich vicissitmlos of spelling and pro- 
nunciation as that described by the earliest 



Jesuit pioneers j 
day are known a. 
process of time tl 
SempIftTs, Oss-Semj 
At a general coi 
Governor Bailey, the 
fessod themselves rejo.v 



"is, which in our own 
>iDes, They were in 
)ets, the Pedlas, the 
I, and the Siiiipoils,' 
onsider the action of 
the Adventurers pro- 
ving been quit of the 
i of the Sieurs Groseilliers aud Radisson; yet 
there were not wanting others to openly regret the 
treatment these two men had received. As may be 
supposed, the most fervent of their advocates and 
defenders was Sir John Kirke, whose daughter had 
married Radisson, and who himself had lately been 
knighted by the king. He predicted some disaster to 
the Company from having dismissed these two faithful 
servants, and ho was loud and persistent in asserting 
the bad faith and unjust suspicions of Bailey. 

While the affairs of the Company were proceeding 
tranquilly at home, the conduct and employment of 
one of these two bushrangers was more enlivening. 
Chouart was passing his time in inactivity at Three 
Rivers, But his brother-in-law, after several ineifectual 
endeavours to establish a northern rivalry to the Com- 

' Generallj known to-day as the Stone Indians. 
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pany, had offered his services to the French Navy. 
This career, which at that period must have been, even 
for him, sufficiently eventful and exciting, was cut 
short by shipwreck in 1679. Losing all his property, 
even to his clothing, Radisson made his way first to 
Brest and then to Paris. The Vice-Admiral and 
Intendant of the Fleet having written in his favour, 
the Court was pleased to grant him a sum of one 
hundred crowns, and hope was also held out to him 
that he would be honoured by the command of a 
frigate. In the meantime he was accorded leave to go 
to England to fetch his wife. 

Madame Radisson, otherwise Mistress Mary Kirke, 
appears to have caused her husband a great deal of 
mortification and numerous disappointments. There 
Radinon in is no doubt that her continued residence in 
France. England, in spite of her husband's return 
to the French service, made him an object of sus- 
picion to the French Court. Once when he en- 
deavoured, in a memorable interview with Colbert, 
to press upon that Minister his scheme for ousting 
the English from Hudson's Bay, the Minister re- 
sponded coldly : 

" M. Radisson, you are suspected of being in league 
with the English, your father-in-law is one of the 
members of the English Company, and your wife 
resides under his roof." 

''I made him understand," declared Radisson long 
afterwards, " that, though married, I was not master 
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of my Kiie. Her father would by uo means i 
to my bringing her to France with me." 

These rebuffs delermiiied Iiim to rnake an attempt 
to better his worldly condition elsewhere. A true 
soldier of fortuc" — *-:-»: — appears to have had 
little weight wit is as ready to servo 

under the Englial ich. Ho returned to 

find his father-in-ii cable. Sir John had 

at this time cortai inst the French ; and 

he doubtless fanciea son might assist him 

in preferring these ich Court. He took 

occa^ou to ask his father-in-iaw what chance there 
remained to him of again securing empio3anent under 
the Company, " None, sir," replied Kirke ; " both 
Bailey, Lyddal, and others are against you and have 
poisoned the minds of their employers. Prince Rupert 
is, however, your &iend, and also Captain Gillam ; but 
one dislikes to speak openly, and the other dare not." 

Acting on this intelligence, Kadisson resolved to 
see Rupert. The prince received him kindly enough ; 
he took pains to show him his collection of mezzotints, 
and to explain some of his scientific curiosities. He 
even went so far as to condole with Radisson on 
the treatment he had received. But he had to point 
out that the temper of the Company was such that 
he feared it would be in vain for him to exercise his 
interest for his visitor's reinstatement, 

Radisson, disappointed of his hopes, and frustrated 
in his desire to return with his wife, did not meet 
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with a warm welcome on the other side of the Chamiel. 
Colbert received him with black looks ; and the suspi- 
cions which gathered about hun were now strengthened 
rather than dissipated. In this extremity he repaired 
to the Marquis de Seignely, to whom he set forth sub- 
Plan to stantially the same plan which ho had 

dislodge the cherished for years, of opening out the trade 
ompa y. ^^ ^j^^ North, with the additional attraction 
now of dislodging the English from a commerce which 
had already proved vastly profitable. Seignely listened 
with interest, and requested time to reflect on the 
matter. At the second interview Radisson was not 
overwhelmed with disappointment, for he had expected 
no other issue ; he was told flatly that he was regarded 
by the king as little better than a traitor, and that 
his Canadian project met with universal distrust. 

The outlook seemed discoiuraging indeed, when 
happily at this juncture there arrived in Paris M. de 
la Chesnaye, who was in charge of the fur-trade in 
Canada, as the head of the Coinpagnie du Nord. This 
event proved Radisson s salvation. He learned with 
great rejoicing that La Chesnaye*s visit to France was 
actuated by a desire to report upon the intrusion of 
the English Company. La Chesnaye proved a true 
friend ; he evinced himself most heartily in favour of 
the Government securing the services of Radisson in 
establishing a rival establishment, on the principle of 
those of the Company to which he had formerly been 
attached. 
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Muiiy consultalioQS Look place. IkjUi Seignely and 
Chesnaye listening with great interest while Eadiaaon 
explained the equipment and merchandise of the 
Hudson's Bay Company, which he strongly advised 
should bv taken e~ ~ — " — ■■a all practical exten- 
sions of tlie Frencl. ;hoso regions. 

The only difficulty ting itself was to find 

money for the ent :e exchequer of the 

Court wa.s at a low t had a thousand calls 

upon its charity and Kadissou must wait 

even for the few hue is he so sadly needed 

for his passage to New France and his personal Deeds. 
There was, however, one force in France which could 
always be approached with a good courage when any 
enterprise in a new country required support, and 
always with success. It was the power whicli, though 
RadifuoQ '^ ^"'^ endured a thousand disappointments 
aesisifld ly aud sacilHccd a thousand hves, and as 
many fortunes, in the attempt to teach the 
Gospel of Jesus in the wilderness, had adhered with- 
out wavering to its faith in the ultimate victory of the 
Cross over the savage nature of the Indians. No 
adventurer, if he had but a sufficiently plausible story, 
need turn away empty-handed from the door of the 
Jesuits. To the Jesuits of Paris Radissou presented 
himself as a good Catholic seeking to subvert the 
designs of the heretic Enghsh. He applied for assist- 
ance, and he was at length rewarded for his pains by 
a sum of five hundred c 
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But nearly two years had passed before this assist- 
ance was procured. Radisson's debts had accumu- 
lated; his creditors were clamouring about him, 
threatening him with the sponging-house ; no effort 
to elude them met with success, and at length he 
found himself at Rochelle, with scarce twenty crowns 
in his pocket over and above the cost of his passage. 
It was then that he made the resolve to reimburse 
the Jesuits, '' if he should live to be worth so great a 
sum," and it is interesting to discover that two years 
later he kept his word. At present he could only 
trust to La Chesnaye, who was anxiously awaiting 
his arrival in Quebec. Thither Radisson arrived on 
the 25 th of September 1681. 

La Chesnaye showed much joy at seeing his friend ; 
for in truth his own plans for seeking to share the 
northern trade of the English were nearly ripe. He 
declared that there was no time to be lost ; but that 
in spite of the urgency of the matter the greatest cir- 
cumspection would have to be observed, as Frontenac 
by no means desired to compromise the king without 
first seeing his way clear. 

But if the (jovernor whose career was about to 
close was punctilious, the Intendant Duchesneau was 
not. He had already despatched a memoir to his 
superior relating to Hudson's Bay, and to what he 
believed to be the French rights there. 

"They" (the English), he wrote, "are still in 
Hudson's Bay on the north and do great damage 
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to our fur-trade. The farmers [of the revenue] suffer 
in consequence by tliis diniiniitioQ of the trade at 
Duobcinoaii Tadoussftc, and throughout the entire country, 
protests ^ because the Enghsh drive off the Outaoua 
iiBb encroncb- nations. ■" -' g j^jjjj (^jjg other de- 

"'""^ sign th jrts on the said Bay 

— the one towarc id the other at Cape 

Henrietta Marie, on le Assinibonclz. The 

sole means to preve ceding in what is pre- 

judicinl tu ua in t )uld be to drive them 

by main force from which belongs to us. 

Or, if there would be an obje^ on in coming to that 
extremity, to construct forts on the rivers falling 
into the lakes, in order to stop the Indians at these 
points." 

The zealous Intendant declared that should King 
Lewis adopt the resolution to arrange with the Duke 
of York for his possessions in that quarter, " in which 
case Boston could not resist," Canada would be ruined, 
" the French being naturally inconsistent and fond of 
novelty." 

Finding, however, that they could obtain no official 
recognition of the enterprise, La Chesnaye at length 
resorted to a transparent fiction in order to account 
for Radisson's departure — a subterfuge which was the 
more necessary since many had begun to suspect his 
destination and urged the Governor to do nothing 
which would bring down on them the enmity of the 
English and their allies, the Iroquois. He requested 
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the Groyemor, if he would not countenance an expedi- 
tion with license to trade on the shores of the Bay, to 
grant Radisson formal permission to return to France 
by way of New England in a vessel belonging to the 
Government of Acadia, which at that moment lay in 
the St. Lawrence ready to sail. 

It was arranged privately that after his departure 
Radisson should proceed in this vessel only as far as 
Isle Perc^e in the Gulf, near the mouth of the river, 
and there await his kinsmen Groseilliers, his nephew 
Chouart, and the two ships which La Chesnaye was 
even then busily fitting out. Thus all official cog- 
nisance of the expedition would be avoided. 

The terms agreed upon were, that in return for La 
Chesnaye's equipment, Radisson and GroseiUiers were, 
provided certain conditions were carried out, to receive 
jointly half the profits of the venture, and La Chesnaye 
the other half. What these conditions were can only 
be guessed; but beyond all question, they concerned 
the capture or spoliation of the English trading posts 

Company'a ^^ ^^® ^^J' J^A^isson took with him his 
enemies leave ncphcw, Jean Baptistc, who had passed nearly 

Oueboc 

the whole of his life among the Indians as a 
coureur de hois ; the pilot, Pierre Alleraand, and an old 
bushranger named Godefrey, who was well acquainted 
with the Indians of the northern regions. Groseilliers 
was to remain behind until the spring, when he was 
to have the command of the smaller of the two vessels. 
On the 4th of November the advance guard of the 
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expedition directed agaiuat the Company's establisU- 
ment in Hudson's Bay left Quebec. 

In the following spring the rendezvous was kept 
at the island named. Hadisaon is found complaining 

bitterly of the cb * ' '■^- -leseb Si. Pierre and 

St. Anvr. The fo, s as an old craft of 

50 tony only, " w if a crew, including 

those with ino. ds enough for the 

trade aluiurd her,'' bo scanty a supply 

of provisions that if i so deeply engaged 

I shoukl not venturt rise." 

If hi.s case was scarcely ^ that of hia brother- 
in-law WMj; far worse. The latter's vessel could boas). 
but little more than half the tonnage, and while her 
crew was larger by three men, she carried even fewer 
supplies. But Radisson and Grose illiers were not 
men to shrink from any enterprise because it seemed 
hazardous. They had led bold, reckless lives, and 
their spirits rose at the prospect of danger. It was 
afterwards alleged of this ptdr that one great cause 
of theit disagreement with the Company was their 
absolute inability to remain quiet and content in the 
enjoyment of a regular traffic. Such a career seemed 

to their bold, enemetic dispositions worthier 
llojooted ^ , . * . ^^ . . , , 

ndvioe of of drapers apprentices. It is said they 
Badiuflnaod cgimselled the Company not to think of 

establishing one or two trading posts and 
expect the Indians to come to them for trade, but to 
push on in the wilderness to the north and west, 
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building new depots and stirring up the hunters to 
greater activity and more profitable results. Had this 
advice been followed, the exploration of the great 
North- West would not only have been anticipated by 
almost a century ; but by the occupation of its terri- 
tory, the great evils of a later day would have been 
averted ; nor would any one in England have challenged 
the Company's right to an exclusive trade in the 
regions granted by its charter. 

But the Company was soon to learn that its earliest 
pioneers and forerunners were not to be cast oflf with 
impunity. The two bushrangers experienced consider- 
able difficulty at the outset in propitiating and calming 
the fears of their crews, who were terrified, and not 
without reason, at the prospect of a voyage of 900 
leagues in such craft as the St, Pierre and the St. Anne, 
and amidst rough water and ice. But they at length 
succeeded and effected a start. 

After nineteen days the crew of Groseilliers* ship 

mutinied. GroseiUiers' attempts to appease them seemed 

about to end in signal failure, when the man on watch 

cried out that a vessel was in sight to windward. 

Groseilliers seized his opportunity. ** See ! " he cried, 

pointing to the distant barque, " yonder is one of the 

English Company, laden with the profits of their trade 

in the Bay. Every man has his pocket full of gold 

and his stomach full of rum ; and we shall have the 

same if we are not cowards enough to abandon our 

voyage." 

VOL. I. o 
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Aftar innuaierabie episodoii, some of which almost 
ended in tragedy. Radisson, with his crew, on the ' 
26th of August, arrived on the west coast of Hudson's 
Bay. On the following day he was joined by his 



at the mouth of a river 
ka-kiouay, translated by 
■mes." 

nrival another ship had 
.nded by their old friend 
m board John Bridgar, 
the new settlement at 



brother-in-law ir 
named by the L 
R^iissoD as " who 

Twelve days be 
entered this same n 
Captain Gillam, a; 
commissioned as C 
Port Nelson. 

Wholly ignorant of this fact, they advanced fifteen 
miles up stream. Radisson then left G-roseilliers to 
build a fort, while he himself departed in search of 
savf^es with whom to trade. With him he took his 
nephew and Godefrey, all three being well armed with 
muskets and pistols. In the course of eight days they 
accomplished forty leagues and attained the upper part 
of the river, though without meeting a single sav^e. 
On the eighth day, however, their eyes were rejoiced 
by the sight of a large encampment of Indians, who, 
while not especially rich in furs, were eager to con- 
clude a treaty with the French, and to encourage their 
settlement in the country. Radisson now decided to 
return, accompanied by some of the savages, and on 
the 12th day of September rejoined his brother-in-law, 
whose fort he found pretty well advanced. 

Hardly had he arrived when the sudden booming of a 
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cannon startled the settlement It was the first time the 
Indians had ever heard the sound, and they expressed 
much astonishment and apprehension. Although the 
two adventurers hastened to reassure their allies, they 
were themselves hardly less disturbed. Radisson made 
up his mind to ascertain immediately whence the 
The younjrer ^^ng camc, and with this intention he em- 
GUiam barked in a canoe and went to the mouth of 

the river. In passing to the opposite bank 
of the stream, and while in the vicinity of a small 
island, they perceived signs of European habitation. 
A tent had been erected, and at that moment a log- 
house was being built. After a stealthy reconnoitre, 
lasting the whole night, Radisson and his companions 
in their canoe advanced boldly at daybreak from the 
opposite shore. The islanders were engaged in mak- 
ing a repast when Radisson attracted their attention. 
Speaking to them first in French, and finding that 
none of them understood that tongue, he addressed 
them in English. He asked them what was their 
business in those parts. 

Their leader quickly responded : " We are English, 
and come for the beaver trade." 

" By whose authority ? " asked Radisson ; " do you 
possess a commission?" The other replied that he 
did not himself possess such a document, but that 
his father did, and that he and his companions hailed 
from New England. Whereupon Radisson, still seated 
in his canoe at some distance from the shore, informed 
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them I hat they had not a shadow ol right to be ia j 
those regions, which he himself had discovered and I 
settled for the French some years before. He drew I 
iipOQ his imagination so far as to intimate that he was 1 
at that moDienl a large force of French- 

men in the nei| would effectually main- 

tain the sovereig lewis and his exclusive J 

trading right in and he concluded his I 

harangue, which at the top of his voice, 

by advising the j Englanders to embark 

as soon as possibi urn from whence they 

came. 

Before any reply could be made, a cry broke from 
the lips of both the leaders. The canoe had touched 
the bank, and a recognition was mutual. The New 
Englander was Benjamin Gillaiu, old Zachary's son ; 
and, as may be supposed, he possessed a very high 
admiration for a man of whom he had heard so much. 
They speedily embraced, but Radisson is careful to 
inform us that he did not entirely trust his young 
friend. When Benjamin's ship appeared at the mouth 
of the river, and Radisson was invited to go on board, 
he did so, but he took the precaution of insisting 
upon two Englishmen being left on shore as hostt^es. 
It was not without misgivings that, as he neared the 
vessel in their canoe, he observed the captain hoisting 
the English emblem and discharging, moreover, a 
number of caimon shots. 

" I told him," says Radisson, " that it was not 
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necessary to fire any more, for fear of c^ing jealousy 
amongst our people, who might shcr^vthemselves 

hostile. He proposed that we should liogeCiate to- 

• * • 

gether. I promised that I would persuade olijr pther 
officers to consent that, since the season was 'iir^fidy 
too far advanced for them to withdraw, he sl^ould 
pass the winter where he was without their doip^ 
him any mischief." 

In short, Radisson was resolved at all costs to keep 
up appearances. He even went so far as to grant 
Gillam formal permission to continue building his 
house, "barring fortifications," and to guarantee him 
against insults from the Indians, over whom he pro- 
fessed to have absolute power. The two men parted 
on good terms ; and perhaps Gillam's complaisance 
was well-advised. Radisson confesses that had the 
English shown themselves refractory or exhibited any 
disposition to assert rights over the country, it was 
his firm intention to concert a plan for seizing their 
ship, which, he observes, was an " excellent prize," 
inasmuch as it held no commission or warrant to 
trade from any power. 

It afterwards appeared that this enterprise of the 
New England ship was set on foot by Gillam senior, 
who, dissatisfied with his profits under the Company, 
sought to adventure an expedition on his own account 
from Boston. He was destined to pay the penalty 
for this indiscretion. 

Happy at having come out of this encounter so 
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easily, Radid^c^ and his party re-embarked in their 
canoo and. •Struck out northwards. Another surprise 
was in -'siur^ for them. A ship under full sail was 
on thK.'poii't of entering the river. More strategy 
was.'l^essary. The party regained the shore and 
_ instantly kindled a huge bonfire, upon which they 
ca^t grass and leaves so as to produce a thick column 
.''©f smoke. Their purpose was to attract the attention 
' and arrest the progress of the vessel, and in this thoy 
succeeded. Believing they had come upon an Indian 
settlement, and anxious to reconnoitre before proceed- 
ing farther, the parties aboard the ship cast anchor 
immediately and so remained motionless in the 
channel all night. 

Early in the morning they saw that a boat was 
ArriTaUf being lowered from the ship, and while it 
Bndgar. ^^ filling wlth occupants, Radisson made 
ready to receive them. Each of his party was 
posted, armed, at the entrance to the wood, while 
Radisson himself walked down to the shore to greet 
the strangers. 

They were soon within hail. Radisson set up a 
loud cry, Indian fashion, for the purpose of elicit- 
ing a response. He was disappointed in this; for 
the boat approached steadily and silently j there was 
a movement of the oars, but most of the figures 
appeared stem and motionless. The boat grounded 
ten yards from where Radisson stood with folded 
arms, and a general attitude of defiance. One of 
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the crew had got a leg over the side of the boat 
when our bushranger cried out in a loud voice : 

" Hold, in the King s name." And then presenting 
his carbine, he added, " I forbid you to land." 

The occupants of the boat were astonished. 

" Who are you ? " they asked, " and what is your 
business ? " 

* I am a Frenchman," was the answer, delivered 
in English; ''and I hold this country for his Most 
Christian Majesty, King Lewis ! " 

Badisson signalled to his followers, who emerged 
from their retreat, making a brave show of their 
weapons. The coup seemed destined to be successful. 
The leader of the boat party, visibly impressed, stand- 
ing erect in his craft without any attempt on the part 
of his followers to land, replied : 

" I beg to inform you, gentlemen, that we hail 
from London. Our ship yonder is the Prince Rupert^ 
belonging to the Honourable Hudson's Bay Company 
and commanded by Captain Zachary Gillam." 

'*You arrive too late. This country is already in 
the possession of the King of France, and its trade 
belongs to the Northern Company of Canada." 

A short dispute succeeded. Suddenly changing 
his tactics. Governor Bridgar, for it was he, feigned 
acquiescence, admitted that after all Badisson might 
be right, and requested the privilege of landing and 
saluting him. 

The two leaders now conversed amicably. Badisson 
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took ocoauoD to elaborate the narrative to which he 
had recently treated young Gillam, without, however, 
meDtioning the circumstance of his having met Ben- 
jamin. He did not scruple to allege a lengthy resi- 
dence in the region, detailing his forces, both French 
and Indian, with a fine display of exactitude. Com- 
menced on shore, the interview was transferred to the 
ship; Badisson, while accepting Bridgar's hospitality, 
took care to detain, as before, two or three hostages 
on land. On board the Prince Rupert he embraced 
Gillam, and listened with a real interest to the old 
sea-dog's relation of what had been happening in 
The Bush Europe, and of the affairs of the Company, 
nueeri For himself, he readily volunteered the 
men oi j, iufofoj^tion that he and his brother-in-law 
GroseilUers had two fine lai^e vessels in the vicinity, 
while the tturd was shortly expected. He likewise 
made no secret of the fact that a huge fort was being 
constructed hard by in the interests of the French 
Company. In all of these statements Governor 
Bridgar professed absolute credence, whatever may 
have been his private opinion of their value. 

In reality, however, he was not deceived ; and if 
it had not been for Badisson's precaution as to the 
host^es, there is some reason to believe he would 
have detained his guest on board the Company's ship 
to ruminate for a while on his treachery to the 
Company. Even allowing for the truth of Radisson's 
assertions regarding the occupation by the French 
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of Port Nelson and the surrounding neighbourhood 
in large numbers, Bridgar was not to be dissuaded by 
mere words from his intention to establish a factory 
there. He had every confidence in the Company's 
power; and he determined to carry out fully his 
instructions. 

No sooner, therefore, had Radisson departed than 
a majority of the people on board the Prince Rupert 
landed and commenced building a fort. 

The French party hiding in the woods spied on 
their movements ; and before rejoining their comrades 
at their own settlement, they had the privilege of 
seeing the erection of Fort Nelson, the fourth establish- 
ment of the Company in the Hudson's Bay territories, 
well under way. 
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THE ISLASD Fort— RAD ISSON'S IIARANQUE TO THE INDIANS— 

Return to FiiAJiCE. 

On the 28th of November, 1682, at his house m 
Sprmg Garden, died the first Governor of the Hudson's 
Bay Company. The prince had been in ill-health for 
some time, he was in his sixty-third year, and he liad 
lived a stirring and adventurous life. His demise 
jj^i^j^ occasioned general regret, more among.st the 

people than at Court ; for, as a writer of that 
day obser\'cd, '■ he had of late years proved 
a faithful counsellor to the King, but a greater [Patriot 
to English liberty ; and therefore was towards his 
latter end neglected by the Court to that degree that 
nothing passed between him and his great relations 
but bare civilities in the common forms." On the 
sixth of the ensuing month his body wim piivatflj 
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interred among others of the Royal Family in a vault 
in Henry VII/s Chapel, Westminster Abbey. 

A week later there was held a General Court of the 
Company, at which the Duke of York was chosen to 
succeed Rupert in the governorship. Besides the* 
Duke himself, his Royal Highness the Duke of Albe- 
marle, Lord Arlington, and Mr. Hays all delivered 
enthusiastic panegyrics on the deceased prince, rightly 
attributing to his zeal, judgment, and enterprise the 
successful establishment of the Company. And the 
meeting then adjourned out of regret for the dead 
Governor without proceeding to further business. 

More than fifteen years had elapsed since Medard 
Chouart des Groseilliers had first fired Prince Rupert 
with his project of founding a great fur-traflSc in the 
unknown and unexplored regions of the New World. 
The prince had lived to see that project succeed even 
beyond his most sanguine expectations. Now, at his 
death, the Company owned four ships ; and after all 
the cost of its plant, its ships, and its equipment had 
been paid, it was returning an annual profit of two 
hundred per cent, on its capital. It was well known 
that his Highness favoured greater activity, and one 
of his last acts had been to sign the commission of 
John Bridgar as Governor of the new settlement at 
Port Nelson. But during his own Governorship, the 
Company, feeling, no doubt, that they must balance 
the prince s zeal for adventure with considerable 
caution, opposed the poUcy of rapid expansion with 
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excessive pnidence; and it was only after 1 
that they felt conlident in pursuing a more 1 
id enterprising plan of commerce. 1 

ato of April iVth, ICSS, while the drama ■ 


between the Fren" i was being enacted at 
Port Nelson, the 1 ictions were addressed 
to Fort Albany's G arding trade with the 
interior; "Voii art >ut from amongst our 
servants such as ar i with strength of body 
and the country la -avel and to penetrate 
into the coimtry. ana & wn the Indians by fiur 
and gentle means to trade with us." 



But the Company was to learn that the parsimony 
which then characterised its policy was not calculated 
to foster the success of its aims. The majority of 
the men it sent out from England could not be 
classified under the head of adventurous spirits, ready 
to dare all for mere excitement and the prospect of 
gain. Thoy were for the most part young men gifted 
with no more aptitude for the work in the wilderness 
than a disinclination to pursue their callings at home. 
No small number were dissatisfied apprentices ; one, 
William Evans, had been a drawer at the Rainbow Inn ; 
Portman had sent his scullion. 

Even at that early day the staffs employed on the 
plantations were recruited from amongst the very class 
least competent to exploit those regions. The majority 
of the applicants for employment in the Couipany's 
service in the seventeenth century were not men of 
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character and vigour, or even of robust physique, but 
rather hare-brained artisans of the wild, dare-devil 
type, whose parents and Mends foresaw for them, if 
London or Bristol formed the sphere of their talents, a 
legal and violent rather than a natural termination of 
their respective careers. 

Sargeant's response to the foregoing injunction cer- 
tainly served to enlighten his superiors. " I shall not 
be neglectful," he wrote, "as soon as I can find any 
man capable and willing to send up into the 
encourage- Country with the Indians, to endeavour to 
™®°*^ ^ penetrate into what the country will and • 

requested. '■ ^ ^ 

may produce, and to effect their utmost in 
bringing down the Indians to our factory; but your 
Honours should give good encouragement to those 
who undertake such extraordinary service, or else I 
fear that there will be but few that will embrace such 
employment.'* 

The rebuke may have been just, but it seems to 
have given offence to some of the more pompous 
members of the Company; and Sargeant was desired 
not to cast any further reflection on his employers in 
his communications to them. Nevertheless, the Com- 
pany was soon to learn the value of a less niggardly 
policy. 

Meanwhile, for ten days, the two ex-employees, 
Radisson and Groseilliers, gave no further evidence 
of their presence to the English at the new settlement 
on Nelson River. But on the tenth day their curiosity • 
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and uneasiness regarding tlio conduct of the English 
Governor, Bridgar, and the other servants of tho Com- 
pany, had reached such a pitch that it was decided with- 
out further consideration that Radisson should start off 
at once to reconno' " ' " ihaviour. The actual 

distance between For on the Hays River, 

and the Company's f !^elson River was not 

above fifty miles ; but e dangerous character 

of the river, and the nee for delay before an 

attempt could be made to c a it, Radisson and hia 
party consumed foiu'teen days on the journey. 

On their arrival on the 'Srd of February, one of the 
tirst objects to attract their attention was the Prince 
Rupert, held fast in the ice and mud about a mile 
from where the factory was being erected. At the 
same time they met the Governor, who was out on a 
hunting expedition with the chief mate of the vessel. 
Satisfying himself that no treachery was intended, 
Radissen accepted Bridgar's invitation to enter the log- 
house which he had caused to be built for his own 
occupation, and there introduced one of the Frenchmen 
Bridgar's who accouipanicd him as the captain of an 
credniitj, imaginary ship, which he averred had arrived 
in his behalf from France. " Mr. B, believed it and 
anything else I chose to tell liim," remarks Radisson 
naively, " I aiming always to prevent him from 
having any knowledge of the English interloper." 
While engaged in the pleasing diversion of drinking 
each other's health, a number of musket shots wore 
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fired. The crew of the vessel taking no notice of this, 
the bushranger concluded that those on board were 
not on their guard and might readily be surprised. 

With this condition uppermost in his mind, the 
Frenchman quitted Bridgar, having first allayed any 
suspicion which might have naturally arisen as to 
the intention of the party. The latter went boldly 
on board the ship, and no hindrance being ofifered, 
their leader had a colloquy with Captain Gillam. 
The latter, while he received the visit civilly enough, 
found occasion to let Radisson know that he was far 
from entirely trusting him. When his visitor sug- 
gested that he was running a great risk in allowing 
the Prince Rupert to remain grounded, Gillam bluntly 
requested Radisson to mind his own business, adding 
that he knew perfectly well what he was doing — a 
boast which, as the sequel showed, was certainly not 
well founded. Radisson was determined not to be put 
out of temper, and returned a mild answer. 

Winter, even in all its rigour, seems to have caused 
no alarm in our indomitable bushranger. For the 
next two months, as we shall see, he continued to 
scour backwards and forwards through the country, 
inspiring his followers and urging them onward to the 
prosecution of a plan which was obvious to them all. 
Gillam the elder had not the faintest suspicion that 
his son was in the locality. Radisson now deemed 
it expedient to resume relations with Gillam the 
younger. 
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He lugiiined the ialand where he had left Beuji 
and was instantly made aware that the New Englanders 
had betjQ oonsidenxbly less idle than the Company's 
servants ; having cumpleted a very creditable fort 
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and motmted it 
Benjauiin GUlam o 
the sail I e subtertiige 
Zachary, speaking i 
her cargo and crew, 
eeeded to introduce , 
than the old pilot, Pierit 



of cannon. Upon 
bushranger passed off 

he had hoodwinked 
is newly-arrived ship, 
lis narrative, he pro- 

who was none other 
ad, who, from the de- 



scription of his appearance still extant, looked every inch 
the bold, fierce, and uncompromising mariner. He had 
a great deal to tell Benjamin likewise of the Company's 
post near by, which lie said contained forty soldiers. 

•' Let them be forty devils," exclitimed Gillam, jimior, 
" we have built a good fort and are afraid of nothing," 

Whereupon Radisson gently reminded him that 
according to his agreement he was to have bujlt no 
fort whatever. In reply to this Benjamin begged his 
visitor not to take umbrage at such a matter, as he 
never intended to dispute the rights of the French 
in the region ; the fort was merely intended as a 
defence against the Indians. 

As the evening wore on, a new manceuvre suggested 
A nmnceuvra itself to Radisson. He resolved to bring 
uf BodLaions. father and son together; and no sooner 
had he formed this resolve than he revealed to 
Benjamin Gillam the proximity of the Prince Rnftrt 
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and her commander. He described the means by which 
an encoimter might be effected without eliciting the 
suspicions of Grovemor Bridgar or any of the Company's 
servants. It consisted briefly in young Benjamin's dis- 
guising himself as a Frenchman and a bushranger. The 
scheme met with the young man's hearty approbation, 
and the details were settled as Radisson had designed. 

On the following day the party set out through 
the snow. Arriving at the point of land opposite 
to which the Company's ship lay, Radisson posted two 
of his best men in the woods on the path which 
led to the factory. He instructed them to allow the 
Grovernor to pass should he come that way, but that 
if he returned from the ship unaccompanied or prior 
to their own departure they were to seize and over- 
power him on the spot. With such precautions as 
these, Radisson felt himself safe, and went on board 
the Prince Rupert accompanied by Gillam. He intro- 
duced his two companions into the captain's room 
without any notice on the part of Gillam the elder, 
and the mate and another man he had with him. 
Leaning across the table, upon which was deposited a 
bulky bottle of rum, Radisson whispered to the Com- 
pany's captain that he had a secret of the highest 
importance to communicate if he would but dismiss the 
others. Gillam readily sent away the mate, but would 
not dismiss his second attendant until Radisson, again 
in a whisper, informed him that the black-bearded man 
in the strange head-gear was his own son. 

VOL. I. H 
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After coDimunioating this intelligence Kadisson had 
his way. The next few momenta were devoted to 
Meeting of embraces and to an interchange of news, 
father for Captain Gillani and Benjamin had not 

met f The sire could not 

refrain from expl m that he was running 

a great risk ; he di ild bo ruinous to him 

if it got to the & s that there was any 

collusion between tl ton t^ain professed his 

friendship, but add lis opinion neither of 

the parties had any e where they v. 

having taken possession for the King of France. " This 
territory is all his Most Christian Majesty's," he said. 
" The fort we have built yonder wc call Fort Bourbon, 
and none have any right here but such as own alle- 
giance to Lewis XIV." He observed that nothing would 
cause a rupture of the friendly relations now subsisting 
between French and English but tlie trade in peltries, 
trade which he had too great reason to fear they hoped 
to initiate with the Indians in the spring. 

The elder Gillam coolly responded that the ship he 
commanded, and the spot on which they were then 
assembled, luckily belonged not to himself, but to the 
Hudson's Bay Company. 

" With regard to the trade, gentlemen," said he, 
" you have nothing to fear from ine. Even thougli 
[ don't carry a solitary beaver back to the Thames, 1 
shall not trouble myself, being sure of my wages." 

This interview was prolonged. The healths of the 
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Kings of France and England, Prince Rupert and 
M. Colbert (quite in ignorance of the death of the 
two last named) were drimk with zeal and enthusiasm. 
In the midst of all this, that which Radisson had 
anticipated, occurred. Governor Bridgar, notified of 
Radisson s return, came to the ship in hot haste. On 
his joining the group, he remarked meaningly that the 
fort the French had constructed must be nearer than 
he had been given to think, since its commandant 
could effect so speedy a return. He evinced himself 
Giiiam ^^^ uncasy in mind concerning the French- 

neariy man's intentions. Before their departure, 

young Gillam came very near being betrayed. 
He was partially recognised by one of the traders who 
accompanied the Governor. But the whole episode 
passed off without serious consequences. 

None too soon did the party return to young 
Gillam's fort on the island, for a tremendous blizzard 
ensued, sweeping the whole country, and forcing 
Radisson to remain for some days within doors. As 
soon as the storm had subsided, however, Radisson 
started off, declining Gillam's offer of his second mate 
to accompany him back to the French settlement. 

" I managed to dissuade him," he writes, *' having 
my reasons for wishing to conceal the road we should 
take. On leaving we went up from the fort to the 
upper part of the river, but in the evening we retraced 
our steps, and next morning found ourselves in sight 
of the sea, into which it was necessary to enter in 
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order to pass the point and reach the river in 
was our hahitation. But everything was so covered 
with ice tliat there was no apparent i^y of passing 
farther. We found ourselves, indeed, ao entangled in 



which ^M 



the ice that 
towards the shore 
sary, however, that 
perish. We remain 
without being able 
darker of our lives. 
and we could only rauv 



retreat nor advance 
ading. It was neces- 
ss through the ice op 
iditiou for four hours 
ir retire, and in great 
38 were frozen on us, 
difficulty; but at last 



we made so strong an attempt that we arrived at the 
shore, our canoe being all broken up. Each of us 
took our b^gage and arms, aud inarched in the 
direction of our habitation without finding anything 
to eat for three days, except crows and birds of prey, 
which are the last to leave these countries." 

Fort Bourbon was re:vclied at length. Radisson 
reported to his brother-in-law all that had passed. 
Groseilliers was not long in coimselling what was best 
to be done. In his opinion the first thing necessary 
waa to secure possession of young Gillam's ship. 
Time pressed, and the spring would soon be upon 
them, bringing with it the Indians to barter. He 
ai^ed that delay might prove fatal, inasmuch ;is 
Bridgar might at any moment learn of the presence 
of the New England inlerlopors; and in that event 
he would probably make an effort to capture their 
fort and add their forces to his own. If this were 
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done, the chances of the French of overpowering the 
English traders would be slight, and their voyage would 
have been undertaken for nothing. 

It was therefore agreed that Groseilliers should re- 
main in charge of the fort, while his kinsman should 
immediately return to Nelson River. In a few days 
they once more parted, Radisson setting out with a 
fresh contingent, thoroughly resolved upon action. 

Calamity "^^^ ^^^ discovory he made, on arriving at 
to the Com- the sceuc of his proposed operations, was 
panyss ip. ^^^^ ^^^ Company's ship, the Prince Rupert, 

was frozen fast in the ice, and must inevitably perish 
when the spring floods came. He speedily ascer- 
tained also that the Governor, by no means relishing 
their presence in the vicinity, was already planning 
measures to thwart, if not to capture, his rivals ; for 
he had sent out two sailors charged with the task of 
discovering the exact whereabouts of the French and 
the extent of their strength and equipment. 

These two spies Radisson promptly captured — no 
difficult task indeed, for they had lost their way and 
were half-frozen and almost famished. The anticipated 
fate of the Pmice Rupert was not long delayed. The 
tidings shortly reached Radisson that she was a total 
wreck, and with it came also the news of the loss of 
her captain, the mate, and four sailors. A subsequent 
report, however, informed him that Gillam had escaped 
with his life. 

Receiving this intelligence, Radisson presented him- 
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self before the Governor to Bee how he was art'ected by 
such a calamity. 

He found Bridgar drinkiug heavily, but resolved 
to keep up appearances, and to withhold from the 
French any Imowli had happened. Ho 

affected to believe fo, mert-ly observing 

that she had shifted a few leagues down 

the river, Radisson at at this time the 

Company's factory i <i provisions. It is 

impossible that this c< been the case. The 

assertion wjis probably m sover his own depre- 

dations on the stores of the Company, 

Parting from the Governor, Radisson presented 
himself before Gillam the younger, to whom he did 
not as yet choose to say anything concerning his 
father and the loss of his ship. Under various 
pretences he induced Gillam to pay him a visit at 
Fort Bourbon. The latter does not seem at this time 
to have been aware of the intention of the French 
towards him. But he was soon to be undeceived. 

"I remained quiet for a month," says Radisson, in 
the course of his extraordinary narrative. " treating 
yoimg Gillam, my new guest, well and with all sorts 
of civilities, which he abused on several occasions. 
For having apparently perceived that we had not the 
strength I told him, he took the liberty of speaking 
of me in threatening terms behind my back, treating 
me a£ a pirate, and saying that in spito of me he 
would trade in spring with the Indians. He had even 
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the hardihood to strike one of my men, which I 
pretended not to notice; but, having the insolence 
later, when we were discussing the privileges of New 
England, to speak against the respect due the best of 
kings, I treated him as a worthless dog for speaking 
in that way, and told him that, having had the honour 
to eat bread in his service, I would pray to God all 
my life for his Majesty. He left me, threatening that 
he would return to his fort, and that when he was 
there I would not dare to speak to him as I had done. 
I could not expect to have a better opportunity to 
begin what I had resolved to do. I told this young 
Raduson's brute then that I had brought him from 
threata. jjjg f^j.^.^ ^]^^^ J y^Quld take him back myself 

when I pleased, not when he wished. He answered 
impertinently several times, which obliged me to 
threaten that I would put him in a place of safety 
if he was not wiser. He asked me then if he was a 
prisoner. I said I would consider it, and that I would 
secure my trade since he threatened to interrupt it. 
I then withdrew to give him time to be informed by 
the Englishman how bis father s life was lost with the 
Company's ship, and the bad situation of Mr. Bridgar. 
I left in their company a Frenchman who understood 
English, unknown to them. When I had left, young 
Gillam urged the Englishman to fly, and to go to his 
master and assure him that he would give him six 
barrels of powder, and other supplies, if he would 
undertake to deliver him out of my hands. The 
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Englishman made no answer, but lie did nol inform 
me of the proposition that had l)een made him (I had 
learned that from the Frenehiiian, who had learned 
everything, und thought it was time to act for my 
security)." 

In the evening notliing of what he 

knew of the plot. those in his train if 

the muskets were u s, which he had put 

around to act as gainst surprise. At 

the word nuisktt yi , who did not know 

what was meant, grew 1, and, according to 

Radisson, wished to fly, believing that it was in- 
tended to kill him. But his flight was arrested by 
his captor, who took occasion to free him from his 
apprehension. The next morning, however, the bush- 
ranger's plans were openly divulged. He tolil Gillam 
that he was about to take his fort and ship. 

" He answered haughtily that even if I had a hun- 
dred men I could not succeed, and that his people would 
have killed more than forty before they could reach the 
palisades. This boldness did not astonish me, being 
very sure that I n'ould succeed in my design." 

Having secured Gillam the younger, it was now 
necessary to secure the fort of which he was master. 
Hays' Island The intrepid Frenchman started for Hays' 
fort Island with nine men, and gaining an 

entrance by strategy, he cast off the mask of friend- 
ship, and boldly demanded the keys of the fort and 
the whole stock of arms and powder. He added 
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that in the event of their refusal to yield he would 
raze the fort to the ground. No resistance seems 
to have been attempted, and Radisson took formal 
possession of the place in the name of the King of 
France. This ceremony being concluded, he ordered 
Jenkins, the mate, to conduct him to the ship, and 
here formal possession was taken in the same fashion, 
without any forcible objection on the part of the crew. 
Some explanation of this extraordinary complaisance, 
if Radisson's story of the niunber of men he took with 
him be true, may be found in the young commander's 
impopularity, he having recently killed his supercargo 
m a quarrel. 

Nevertheless, Benjamin Gillani was not to be alto- 
gether without friends. 

A certain Scotchman, perchance the first of his 
race in those regions, which were afterwards to be 
forever associated with Scottish zeal and labours, 
wishing to show his fidelity to his chief, escaped, 
and eluding the efforts of the fleetest of the French 
bushrangers to catch him, arrived at Fort Nelson 
and told his tale. The Grovemor s astonishment 
may be conceived. He had hitherto no inkling of 
the presence of the New England interlopers, and 
although his captain and fellow - servant was not 
equally ignorant, Oillam had kept his counsel well 
The Governor decided at once to head a party of 
relief, in which he was seconded by the elder Oillam, 
who was at the moment only just recovering from 
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illness caused by exposure durii^ the shipwreck. 
The Sman waa their first point of attack. Under 
the cover of night they made a determined effort 
to recaptiu-e her for the Company. It is possibl 



that the attempt 
Radisson, suspecting 
available force at 
overpowered the Gc 
sight that Bridgar hi 
the Governor was not 
had not himseif boardeu 



succeeded had not 
despatched his entire 
ime, and completely 
, He thought at first 
nong his prisoners, but 
ht in that fashion ; he 
. The Scotchman who 



accoi II panic (! him, however, was not so fortunate; he 
fell into Radisson's hands, and suffered for his zeal. 
He was tied to a post and informed that his execution 
would take place without ceremony on the morrow. 
The sentence was never carried out. For Radisson, 
after exposing his prisoner to the cold all night in 
an uncomfortable position, seems to have thought 
better of his threat, and after numerous hardsliip.s 
the Scot at lengtli regained his liberty. 

Reinforcements for the French now arrived from 
Groseilliers. Believing himself now strong enough 
to. beard the lion in his lair, Radisson decided to 
lose no more time in rounding off his schemes. First, 
however, he saw Kt to address a letter to the Governor 
asking him if he " approved the action of the Com- 
pany's people whom he held prisoners, who had 
broken two doors and the storeroom of his ship, in 
order to carry off the powder." 
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Bridgar s reply was that he owed no explanation 
to a renegade employee of the Company. Radisson 
had not been sincere in his professions, and he had 
dealt basely and deceitfully with him in preserving 
silence on the subject of the interlopers. " As I 
had proper instructions/' concluded Bridgar, in a more 
conciliatory strain, "on setting sail from London to 
seize all ships coming to this quarter, I would willingly 
have joined hands with you in capturing this vessel. 
If you wish me to regard you as sincere, you will not 
keep this prize for your own use." 

The other s response was rapid and masterly. He 
marched upon Fort Nelson with twelve men, and 
by the following nightfall was master of the English 
establishment. This feat nearly drove the unhappy 
Governor to despair, and he sought solace by applying 
himself to the rum cask with greater assiduity than 
ever. In the frame of mind thus superinduced, John 
Bridgar, the first Governor of Port Nelson, was carried 
ofi' a prisoner to Fort Bourbon. 

This post was built of logs, as the others had been, 
but there was a bastion of stone at one end facing 
the river. It occupied, as nearly as one may now 
ascertain, the site upon which was afterwards reared 
York Factory. But in the course of the seventy years 
following the post was shifted slightly from site to 
site, when the exigencies of fire and other causes of 
destruction demanded a new building. 

A few days after the Governor s arrival at Fort 
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BourboQ, the lirat fndJMm began to appear with pro- 
viaions, which were dow beginning to be very sorely 
required. To the chief of this band Radisson related 
the story, properly garnished, of his exploits, realising 
well how such to the savage heart. 

While the Indiat "TUg upon his valour. 

great was their ebold about the fort 

a number of ] Radisu^n had made 

prisoners ; and up bat there were others 

at York Factory land, they very hand- 

somely ottered 2<j>. or permis^on to go 

thither and massacre them. This otTer Radisson 
wisely declined ; but it seems clear that he did his 
best to stir up cmnity amongst his Indian friends 
against the English. In this he was not entirely 
successful. Good news travels fast, too ; and the 
Indians had got wind of Bridgar's boast that rather 
than see the trade piiss into the hands of the French, 
it wftji his intention to offer hix axes for a beaver 
and as much merchandise in proi)ortion. 

They had. besides, reason to litlieve in the superior 
generosity of the English traders its compared with 
the French. 

It was now April, 1683. On the 22nd a disaster 
little foreseen by Radisson or Groseilliers occurred, 
which involved the destruction of their own frail 
ships. The St. Pierre and the St. Aiiw had beea 
hauled into a small stream as far as possible in the 
woods and there sheltered by a knoll. At ten 
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o'clock on the night' named all at Fort Bourbon 
were awakened by a frightful noise, caused by the 
breaking up of the ice. The occupants of the fort 
rushed outside to find the waters everywhere rising 
with almost incredible rapidity; and the masses of 
ice blocking up the mouth of the creek caused a 
complete general submersion. La Chesnaye's 

Destruction jt o j 

of La two vessels offered no strong resistance to 

cheBnayes ^^ flood, and presently began to crack and 
splinter in all parts. In a few hours all 
that remained sound were the bottoms, clinging fast 
to the ice and mud. 

A similar fate was apprehended for the New England 
ship, and Radisson made all haste thither. She was 
saved only by his adopting the suggestion of Bridgar, 
that the ice be carefully cut all about the Susan, as he 
had heard of Grovemor Bailey s doing on a previous 
occasion. The ice once cut, the vessel was only 
pushed by the strength of the floes to one side, where 
she remained agroimd with little damage. 

The chief concern of the leaders of the French now 
was to get the English safely out of the country as 
soon as possible, before the arrival of the Company's 
ships. To this end Radisson and Groseilliers oflbred 
them the hull of the St, Anne, which, they believed, 
could with industry be patched up with new timber 
sufficiently well to withstand a voyage. When the 
English saw that these were the best terms they could 
expect, and that if they were left at the mercy of the 
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Indians a much worse fate might be in Btore for them, 
they set to work with a will. The labour proved ardu- 
ous, and they had suffered terribly. Four had died 
from cold and hunger, and two had been poisoned from 
having rashly dm ■ - ^^ ^ they had found in 
the medicine- room ■ knowing its nature; 

another had had hi i quite recently by a 

musket shot while The Governor felt 

that his sole hope xpected ships of the 

Company. He seem ways adopted a high 

tone in defiling with 1 even to the last. He 

declared to Radisson that it was only one of three 
things that could obHge him to abandon the place, 
" the order of his masters, force, or famine," Grosoil- 
liers now counselled burning the island fort, in order to 
do away with the necessity of keeping perpetual guard 
there, and of always taking precautions to protect them- 
selves against the Governor's intrigues. 

This advice was acted upon forthwith ; the fort was 
burned and a small lodge erected to accommodate such 
of the New Englanders as had not been carried to Fort 
Bourbon, or were not at work on the hull of the 
wrecked ship. 

Early in May the Indians began to appear in great 
numbers. Bridgar — who, divested of his command 
and robbed of his stores, was now allowed at large — 
heard of their arrival with joy. He seems to have 
believed that their chiefs would not repudiate their 
treaties with the Company. He hoped in any rase to 



1 
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be granted the privilege of a conference with them, but 
in this he was quickly undeceived. Radisson went 
Arrival of forward to meet the Indians, who had come 
the indiaM. ^^jj loaded with peltries, and who were much 
perturbed at discovering the helpless state of the 
Governor and the ascendency of the French. But in 
spite of their solemn covenant, they showed no disin- 
clination to trade with the latter, provided Groseilliers 
and his brother-in-law would do so on the same terms 
as the English. Both the bushrangers, however, seem 
to have been determined to put an immediate stop to 
what they termed foUy. Let the Company give six 
axes for a beaver if it chose; for themselves they 
would countenance no such wantonness; two would 
suffice. 

The tribe being assembled, and having spread out 
their customary gifts, consisting of beaver tails, smoked 
moose tongues, and pemmican, one of the leading braves 
arose and said : — 

" Men who pretend to give us life, do you wish us to 
die ? You know what beaver is worth, and the trouble 
we have to take it. You call yourselves our brothers, 
and yet will not give us what those give who make no 
such profession. Accept our gifts, and let us barter, 
or we will visit you no more. We have but to travel 
a hundred leagues and we will encoimter the English, 
whose offers we have heard." 

On the conclusion of this harangue, silence reigned 
for some moments. All eyes were turned on the two 
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French traders. Feeling that now or QBTor was the 
time to exhibit firmness, Radisson, without rising to 
his feet, iiddressed the whole aascmbli^e in haughty 



"AVhomdost '" '" ' "^ mid answer? 1 have 

heard a dog barl i shall speak he will 

see I know how to mdiict and my temis ! 

We love our brot deserve their love in 

return. For have i theiii all from the 

treaeherj' of the 

Uttering these wuj f. he leapt to his feet 

BndissoD ^^^ drew a long nun.^ ig-knife from his belt. 
oTernwos Seizing by the scalp-lock the chief of the 
tribe, who had alreaily adopted him as his 
son, he asked, " Who art thou ? " To which the chief 
responded, as was customary, " Thy father." 

" Then," cried Radisson, " if that is so, and thou art 
my father, speak for me. Thou art the master of my 
goods ; but as for that dog who has spoken, what is he 
doing in this company ? Let him go to his brothers, 
the English, at the head of the Bay. Or he need not 
travel so far i he may, if he chooses, see them starving 
and helpless on yonder island : answering to my worrl.'i 
of command. 

" 1 know how to speak to my Indian father," con- 
tinued Radisson, "of the perils of the woods, of the 
abandonment of his squaws and children, of the risks 
of hunger and the peril of death by foes. All these 
you avoid by trading with us here. But although T 
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am mightily angry, I will take pity on this wretch and 
let him still Uve. Go/' addressing the brave with his 
weapon outstretched, " take this as my gift to you, and 
depart. When you meet your brothers, the English, 
tell them my name, and add that we are soon coming 
to treat them and their factory yonder as we have 
treated this one." 

The speaker knew enough of the Indian character, 
especially in affairs of trade, to be aware that a point 
once yielded to them is never recovered. And it is but 
just to say that the terms he then made of three axes 
for a beaver were thereafter adopted, and that his 
firmness saved the Company many a cargo of these 
implements. His harangue produced an immediate 
impression upon all save the humiliated brave, who 
declared that if the Assiniboines came hither to barter 
he would lie in ambush and kill them. 

The French trader s reply to this was to the Indian 
mind a terrible one. 

" I will myself travel into thy country," he said, 
'' and eat sagamite in thy grandmother's skull." 

While the brave and his small circle of friends were 
livid with fear and anger, Radisson ordered three 
fathoms of tobacco to be distributed ; observing con- 
temptuously to the hostile minority, that as for them 
they might go and " smoke women's tobacco in the 
coimtry of the lynxes." The barter began, and when 
at nightfall the Indians departed, not a skin was left 

amongst them. 

VOL. I. I 
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It was now time to think ol' departure. As a pre- 
cautionary measure it was decided to despatch Eridgar 
and his companions first. But at the last moment 
Departure some trouble seems to have arisen as to 
of the which aglish should have to 

convey ore hospitable shores. 

Bridgar liimscif n ^referred to go in the 

ship, and at first in that craft had been 

arranged for; bu length settled that he 

should be carried rothers-in-law in their 

own small barque. 

After numerous vicissitudes^ which would need i 
chapter to describe, the St. Atme arrived at the mouth 
of the St. Lawrence early in October. 

At Tadoussac was a trading post belonging to the 
French : and the sight of it seems to have inspired 
either one or both of these conscienceless adventurers 
with the idea of lightening their load of furs, which 
consisted of above two thousand skins, though this 
cai^o only represented about one-third of the number 
they had actually secured by cheating, robbery, and 
intrigue in the country of the Bay. 

Having in this nefarious manner disposed of above 
one-half of La Chesnaye's and their own joint property. 
they again set sail and arrived at Quebec on the 26th 
of October. 

Immediately on their arrival they went to report 
themselves to M. de la Barre, the Governor, La 
Chesnaye being fortimately, or unfortunately. 
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in Montreal. The Governor thought proper to return 
the Sitsan to the New England merchants, with a 
warning not to send her again to the region she had 
just quitted, and the Company s ill-starred Governor, 
Bridgar, together vdth young Gillam, sailed on board 
the Susan for New England. 

"We parted/' says Radisson with that matchless 
audacity of statement for which his narrative deserves 
to be famous, "on friendly terms; and he (Bridgar) 
could testify that I let him know at the time my 
attachment; and yet, that I wished still to act as 
heartily in the service of the King and the nation as 
I wished to do for France." 

This hardly tallies with Bridgar's evidence before 
the Company, that Radisson was " a cheat, a swindler, 
and a black-hearted, infamous scoundrel," and that he 
was " a bom intriguing traitor." As for the elder 
Gillam, he was heard to declare, when he had at 
length arrived on the fraU and half-rotten craft which 
bore him and his unhappy comrades to New England, 
that he would not die happy until his " hangar had 
dipped into the blood of the French miscreant, 
Radisson." 

Quebec soon grew too hot for both the brothers- 

Radissonand "^"1^^- Between the unfortunate La Ches- 
GroeeUUere nayc, who saw himself two thousand crowns 
^^* * * out of pocket, and the Governor, who had 
received orders from France to despatch to the Court 
this pair of adventurers who seemed bent on making 
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internatioQal trouble, Kadisaon and Groseilliers decided 
to leave Quebec, which thej did in about a fortnight 
after their arrival. 

The nxact date of their departure was the llth of 




)d on board a French 
s to the colony. But 

igate made all haste, 
I, with Captain Gillam 
jfore them ; and soon 
story of the dastardly 
ito the realms of the 



November 1683. 
frigate which had i 
though tlio captai 
the frail and shat 
on board, iirrived 
England was ringin 
encroachment of the J 
Company at Port Nelson.' 



' The material for Ibe two luet chapters has been derived cbieQ; 
from a pamphlet entitled "French Villainy in Hudson's Bit"; 
RadisGon'B own narrative ; and the " Journal " of Gillam the elder, 
supplied to DoQgan. Radis^on's narrative, divided into two parts, is 
written in a clear, legible character, and evinces that its author was a 
person of some education. The first part is in English, and was long 
the property of Samuel Pepjs. Some years after Pepys' death, the 
manuscript was purchased for a triSu by Rawtinson, the bibliophile. 
The second part, recounting the voyages to HudBOn'H Bay in 1682-84, 
is half in French and half in English ; it is now in the Bodleian 



CHAPTER X 

1683-1685 

Hays writes to Lord Prbston — Godbt sent to Radisbon's 
Lodgings— La Barrb'b btrknuous Efforts— Radisson rib- 
turns TO THE BNGUSH— Hb LEAVBS FOR THE BAY— MeETB 

HIS NEPHEW Ghouart — Fort Bourbon surrendered to 
THE Company— Radisson's dramatic return to London. 

Lord Preston, who, in the year 1683, held the post 
of Ambassador Extraordinary of King Charles II. at 
the Court of Versailles, was advised of the return to 
Paris of the bushranger Radisson in these terms : — 

" My lord : It has just reached our ears and that 
of his Royal Highness the Duke of York, Governor 
of the Honourable Hudson's Bay Company, that the 
person who has caused all the recent trouble in the 
Hudson's Bay regions, whereby our mer- 
informed of chants have suffered so much at the hands of 
of R^iMon ^^® French, is at this moment in Paris. As 
^^^ it is much in the interests of the nation as 

repetition of these encroachments and disturbances, it 
might be advantageous for your Lordship to see this Mr. 
Radisson, who, it is believed, could be brought over 

188 
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i^in to our service if he were so entreated by your 
Lordsliip, His Royal Highness, together with the 
other Honourable partners, are convinced from his pre- 
vioLis cuiiduct that it matters little to Mr. Hadisson 
under whose stani ; and that, besides, ho 

is seci'itly well-di us, and this in spito 

of his late treachei hich have given great 

offence to the natio i to the Company." 

This [>rivate not jy Sir John Hays and 

Mr. Youug on be! ipany. On its receipt 

by Lord Preston, he t his attache, Captain 

Godej', to seek out Radisson n id make overtures to 
him. On the third floor of a house in the Faubourg 
St. Antoine, surrounded by a number of his relations 
and boon companions, the dual traitor was tliscovored, 
deeply engaged in drinking healths and in retailing 
his adventures to the applause of an appreciative circle. 
Upon the walls and mantelpiece of the apartment, and 
such meagre furniture as it boasted, were distributed 
nuuieroTis relics and trophies, bespeaking a thirty 
years' career in the Transatlantic wildernesK. 

■' Radisson himself," remarks Godey, " was apparelled 
more like a savage than a Christian." His black hair, 
just touched with grey, hung in a wild profusion about 
his bare neck and shoulders. He showed a swart 
complexion, seamed and pitted by frost and exposure 
in ft rigorous climate. A huge scar, wrought by tlie 
tomahawk of a drunken Indian, disfigured his left 
cheek. His whole costume wiis surniouutcd by a wide 
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collar of martens skin; his feet were adorned by 
buckskin moccasins. In his leather belt was sheathed 

Radinon's * ^^^ knife. Such was the picture pre- 
appearance scnted by this uncouth, adventurous Hugue- 

in P&rij). 

not, not merely in the seclusion of his own 
lodgings, but to the polished and civilised folk of 
Paris of the seventeenth century. What were the 
projects harboured in this indomitable man's mind? 
In spite of his persistent intrigues it is to be doubted 
if he, any more than M^dard Chouart des Groseilliers, 
was animated by more than a desire to pursue an 
exciting and adventurous career. Habitually holding 
out for the best terms, he does not appear to have 
saved money when it was acquired, but spent it freely. 
When he died he was in receipt of a pension from the 
Company, so far insufficient to provide for his manner 
of living that they were forced to pay his remaining 
debts. 

Unabashed by the surroundings thus presented to 
him, Captain Godey announced hunself, shook hands 
with the utmost cordiality with Radisson, and pleaded 
to be allowed to join in the convivial proceedings 
then in progress. The better to evince his sincerity, 
without further ceremony he accepted and drank as 
full a bumper of bad brandy and applauded with as 
much heartiness as any man of the party, the truly 
astonishing tales of his host. 

Godey was the last of the guests to depart. 

*' Look you," said he, when he and Radisson were 
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alone together, " you, raonaieur, are a brave man, and 
it does not become the brave to harbour vengeance. 
Nor dncK it become a brave nation to think hardly of 
any raiin because of hia bravery, even though that 
nation itself be a "" " know," he pursued, 

" what is said abo ad ? " 

Radisson interm t by protesting with 

warmth that he i nor cared anytliing 

about Bucli a matter. 

" It is said, then," Jdey, " that you have 

been a traitor to the km t there is no authority 

or defence for your conduct. foil and Groseilliers, 
whilst professing friendship for the English Company, 
have done them great injury, and endangered the 
peace between the two crowns." 

" I am sorry," rejoined Radisson, " but all that I 
and my brother-in-law have done is to be laid at the 
door of the Hudson's Bay Company. We wished 
honestly to serve them, but they cast us away as 
being no longer useful, when now they see what it is 
they have done, and how foolishly they have acted 
in listening to the counsels of Governor Bridgar. Wo 
really bear them no ill-will, neither the Company nor 
his Royal Highness." ' 

' As an example of the absurd legends ourtent Home years later, 
and perpetuated, I am sorry to say, to a later day, it would be hard 
to match this, from La Potherii! :— 

" He (Preston) promised to Godet, one of bis domestics, to create 
him perpetual secretary of the Embassy, providing be engaged 
Hadiason in bis party. Godet, tbe better to sncceed, promised Itiidis- 
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The gallant emissary reported the tenour of this 
conversation forthwith to his master, and both were 
agreed as to the sort of man they had to deal with. 
Godey's Gk)dey expressed himself convinced that 
report there would be little difficulty in inducing 

Radisson to return to the Company's service. On this 
advice Preston at once wrote off to Mr. Young, telling 
him not to further press the Company's memorial to 
the King, nor to seek to have the French Court take 
cognisance of, and award recompense for, the wrongs 
done the English interests. " Radisson has done this 
thing out of his own head, and he is the one man 
competent to undo it. He is, I learn, well-disposed 
to the English, and there is no reason, if proper over- 
tures be made him, why he should not do more for 
the English interests in that region than he has yet 
done." 

At the same time La Barre, the French Governor, 
was urged to make the most strenuous efforts to 
retain the advantages won for the French by the 
adventurers. A royal despatch of August 5, 1683, 
and signed by Lewis himself, had already been sent, 
in these words : — 

" I recommend you to prevent the English as 
much as possible from establishing themselves in 

son his daughter in marriage, whom he (Radisson) espoused." (La 
Potherie, Vol. I., p. 145.) Godey was aide-de-camp to Preston; he 
may have had a daughter, but Radisson certainly did not espouse her, 
inasmuch as he was already married to Sir John Kirke's daughter, 
who was still living. 
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Hudson's Bay, possession whereof w&s taken in my 
name several years ago; and as Colonel dTJnguent,' 
appointed Govenior of Now York by l.he King of 
England, has had precise orders on ihe piirt of the 
said King to m ' ' " orrespondence with us 

and carefully t ver may interrupt it, 

I doubt not th( you have experienced 

will cease for the 

Lewis was by irons of rendering the 

position of his h over the Channel 

unconil'urtable. H* led to yield in a small 

matt€;r when he had his own wiiy in most of the 
larj^e ones. Had Charles yielded to French represen- 
tations about Port Nelson he would have given great 
offence to his brother the Duke of York. Indeed, 
there is little iloubt that had the Company not 
boasted members of such distinction, or the piitronage 
of royalty, the French would biive at this junetiire 
forced their deiiiands and ovorwheline*! the English 
possession. Radis.son appeal's ti> have got wind of 
the situation, jmd this was, perhii[ts, to him a greater 
ai^umcut for leturning to the servii-e of the power 
most likely to be permanent in Hudson's Bay. He 
hung about idle in Paris for some weeks, however, 
in a state of indecision. Had M. ile Seignely 
exerted his full jyowers of persuasion, he uiiglil have 
induced our bushranger to remain in the service of 
Lewis, But no such inducement was offered. There 
' This is M, lie la Barre's quaint faaliion of spelling Doiit.-an. 
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is some reason to believe that M. de Seignely under- 
valued Radisson; but in any case the apathy of the 
Court influenced his actions. 

On the other hand, the bushranger was exhorted to 
return to his first engagement with the English, Lord 
Preston assuring him that if he could in reality exe- 
cute what he proposed, he would receive in England 
from his Majesty, from his Royal Highness, from the 
Company, and from the nation, "every sort of good 
treatment and entire satisfaction." The Duke's especial 
protection was also guaranteed. Radisson, none too 
punctilious, at length made up his mind as to the 
course he would pursue. 

" I yielded," says he, ** to these solicitations, and de- 
termined to go to England for ever, and so strongly 
bind myself to his Majesty's service, and to that of 
those interested in the nation, that no other cause 
could ever detach me from it." 

But in order that he might have an excuse for his 

conduct, the very day that he arrived at this decision 

he is found writing to the French Minister demanding 

a certain grant in the north-west of Canada 

Radisson . 

decides to iis an alternative to a former proposal that 
F"*r*h * ^ consideration of his discoveries, voyages, 

and services, he should be given every fourth 
beaver trapped or otherwise caught in those territories.*' 
M. de Seignely had no suspicion of the depth of Radis- 
son*s duplicity. The minister thought him "a vain 
man, much given to boasting, who could do much 
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harm, and had therefore best have his vanity tickled 
at home." 

Up to ihe very eve of his departure, April 24, 1684, 
he was a. daily atlendant on the minister or his sub- 
ordiaates of the ~ ' Marine and Commerce. 

He was not al»u rith kq audience; hut 

when listened to ly of fitting out and 

equipping vessels i oy^es similar to those 

he had already u: lis naivcU, to use no 

harsher term, is aui_ 

" In order," says 1 ley should not suspect 

anything by my sudden absence, I told them I was 
obliged to take a short trip into the country on friendly 
family matters. / viyse!/ made good vsc of this time to 
go to London." 

He arrived in the English capital on the 10th nf 
May, and immediately paid his respects to Mr, Young. 
The project for regaining possession of York Factory 
was canvassed. Radisson estimated that there would 
be between fifteen and twenty thousand beaver skins 
in the hands of his nephew, awaiting shipment. The 
partners appeared more than satislied, and Radisson 
met with a most cordial reception. He was assured 
that the Company had entire confidence in him, and 
that their greatest regret was that there had been any 
misunderstanding between them. They would, it was 
declared on their behalf, make all amends in their 
power. 

For a few weeks the Hudson's Bay bushranger found 
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himself lionised. He was presented to the King in the 
course of a levee. Charles listened with the greatest 
assumption of interest to the adventurer's account of 
himself, and to his asseverations of loyalty and good- 
¥dll. Radisson in the evening was taken to the play- 
house in the suite of his Royal Highness, and there 
by his bizarre attire attracted almost as much attention 
amongst the audience as the play itself. 

" To the Duke s Play-house,'* writes John Selwyn to 
his wife, "where Radisson, the American fur-hunter, 
was in the Royal box. Never was such a combination 
of French, English, and Indian savage as Sir John 
Kirke s son-in-law. He was not wont to dress so when 
he was last here, but he has got him a new coat vnth 
much lace upon it, which he wears with his leather 
breeches and shoes. His hair is a perfect tangle. It 
is said he has made an excellent fortune for himself." 

After a number of conferences with the partners, 
Radisson finally departed from Gravesend on May 1 7. 
Three ships set sail, that in which Radisson was 
embarked being named the Happy Return. The 
elements being favourable, the little fleet reached the 
Straits more speedily than usual. The chief 
departure figure of this expedition, who had never 
iw Hudson'! YyQjj^Q a part in any joint enterprise without 

being animated by jealousy and distrust, 
found here ample scope for the exercise of his charac- 
teristic vices. During nearly the entire period of the 
voyage he evinced a perpetual and painful apprehension 
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that one of the other ships Ciirrying officials and ser- 
vants of the Company would, with mahcioiiti intent, 
arrive before him. 

L awaking in the morning was 
lion vessels were in 



His first concern 
to he assured th 
sight, and althougn 
sluggish sailor of tt 
were plied the bushi- 
her commander's se 
for the others. 

But just before theu 
trary winds, ciu-rents and 



Beiurn was the most 
o such good purpose 
;ies and promises that 
le her it capital match 

ion was reached, con- 
of floating ice brought 
about a separation, and RadtssoD began to be assailed 
more than ever by the fear that the English servantH 
would arrive on the ground, overwhelm his nephew 
and the other French without his assistance, and thus 
frustrate all his plans for claiming sole credit. And 
in truth this fear was very nearly justified. Twenty 
leagues from Port Nelson the ship became blocked 
amidst the masses of ice, and progress, except at a 
raft's pace, was out of the question. In this dilemma, 
Radisson demanded of the captain a small boat and 
seven men. His request being granted, it was launched, 
and after undei^oing forty-eight hours' fatigue, with- 
out rest or sleep, the entrance to Nelson River was 
reached. Imagine Radisson's surprise, as well as that 
of his companions, on beholding two ships at anchor, 
upon one of which, a complete stranger to them, floated 
the Royal Standard of England. 
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It was the English frigate which had entered at 
Port Nelson. The other ship was the Alert, com- 
manded by Captain Outlaw, having brought out the 
Company's new Grovemor, William Phipps, the previous 
season. Radisson boldly headed his boat for this 
vessel, and when he drew near, perceived Bridgar's 
successor, with all his people in arms, on the quarter- 
deck. The Governor, in a loud voice, instantly de- 
manded to know who Radisson was. Upon his 
making himself and his allegiance known, they decided 
to permit him to board the Company's ship. The 
bushranger first made it his care to be informed how 
matters stood, and was inwardly rejoiced to learn 
that the Governor and his men had not dared to land, 
out of fear for the French and Indians, who were 
considered hostile to the English interests. This was 
precisely the situation Radisson most desired ; a 
thought seems to have struck him that, after all, his 
nephew, Chouart, might prove intractable, and by no 
means so easily won over as he had anticipated. It 
therefore behoved him to act with adroitness. 

Taking with him two men, therefore, Radisson 
proceeded up coimtry in the direction of the aban- 
doned York Factory, hourly hoping that they might 
discover something, or see a friendly Indian, or that 
they should make some one hear, by firing musket 
shots or making a smoka The attempt was not 
fruitless, as he tells us, for after a while they 
perceived ten canoes with Indians coming down the 
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river. " At first," he says, " 1 thought some French- 
men niiglit be with them, whom my nephew might 
have sent to discover who the new arrivals were." 
Upon this supposition Radisson severed himself from 



'rench- ^M 



his comrades, ant 
the usual signs 
Indians at first set 
spirit. Albeit, on i 
he was iiumodiaU 
by shout.s and pla; 

arrival, he 



the savitges he inade 
the bank, which the 
>ad to in no amiable 
m in their own tongue, 
the Indians testifying 
< to their joy at his 
lamed from them that 



aencB of hiH nepliew and the other Frenchmen were 

"'"d^'k"'''' tt^'vc the rapids, four leagues from the place 
whore they thon were. They had expected 
Groseilliers would accompany Radisson, and when they 
expressed surpri.se that this was not the case, Radisson 
did not scruple to tell them that Groseilliers awaited 
him at a short distance. 

" But what," asked Radisson, " are you doing here ? 
What brings you into this part of the country and in 
such numbers ? " 

The savage leader's sudden confusion betrayed him 
to Radisson. The fact of the Indians having volun- 
tarily sought trade with the English greatly simplified 
the situation. 

" Look you," he cried heartily, at the same time 
calling to Captain Geyer, who was in ambush liard 
by, " I am glad to find you seeking trade with the 
English, I have made peace with the English for 
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the love of our Indian brothers ; you, they, and I are 
to be henceforth only one. Embrace us, therefore, 
in token of peace; this (pointing to Gayer) is your 
new brother. Qo immediately to your son at the fort 
yonder and carry him these tidings and the proofs 
of peace. Tell him to come and see me at this place, 
while the others will wait for me at the mouth of 
the river." 

It may be mentioned that the chief of this band 
had previously announced himself as young Chouart s 
sire, according to the Indian custom. He now readily 
departed on his mission. 

Radisson passed an anxious night. The sun had 
been risen some hours before his eyes were gladdened 
by the sight of a canoe, in which he descried Chouart. 
The young man's coimtenance bore, as well it might, 
an expression of profound amazement ; and at first 
hardly the bare civilities of relationship passed between 
the pair. Chouart waited patiently for his uncle to 
render an explanation of the news which had reached 
him. Silently and slowly they walked together, and 
after a time the prince of liars, traitors, adventurers, 
and bushrangers began his account of his position. 

Radisson states that his nephew immediately ac- 
quiesced in his scheme. A memoir penned in 1702, 
the year of Radisson's death, by M. Earthier, of 
Quebec, asserts that the yoimg man received with 
the utmost disgust, and flatly declined to entertain, 
his relative's proposals. He expressed, on the other 
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hantl, the greatest grief on bearing the news; for he 
had begtni to believe that it was through their efforts 
that the dominion of the King haii been extended in 
that region. Now it appeared that this labour had- 



all been in vain. 
Radisson'a sister, ' 
the part of Chouan 
No rupture too 
crafty spirit prevai 
cho^rt following 



8 love for his mother, 
i an open rebelhon on 
proposed treachery. 
) stronger and more 
't surrendered on the 
)mmand of the fort, 
ined, expected a far 
different fate for thu place and his men. 
The tattered old flev.r d« lis standard brought by the 
S(. Anne's captain from Quebec was lowered and the 
English eiiiblent, with the device of the Company, 
run up in its stead. All the forces were assembled, 
and amidst cheers for King Cliarles and the Honourable 
Adventurers, the Company's Gt>vornor took formal 



< 



But the French buslir angers and sailors watched 
these proceedings with melancholy dissatisfaction, not, 
perhaps, as much from patriotic motives as from the 
frailty of their own tenure. They could no longer be 
assured of a livelihood amongst so many English, bear- 
ing themselves with so haughty a mien. 

Radisson proceeded to make an inventory of alt 
the skins on hand, together with all those concealed 
in caches in the woods. The results showed 2 Si) 
packages of beaver, or about 12,000 skins, together 
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witL merchandise sufficient to barter for seven or eight 
thousand more. Instructions were now given by 
Radisson, the Grovemor remaining passive, to have all 
these goods taken in canoes to the shipa 

It now only remained for the bushranger to accom- 
plish one other object before setting sail with the 
cargo for England. Radisson speaks of himself as 
having a secret commission, but no authority can be 
found for his statement. It involved the retention in 
the Company's service of his nephew and the other 
Frenchmen; but even assuming that Radisson were 
armed with any such instructions, the plan was not 
likely to enjoy the approval of Grovemor Phipps, who, 
if he were at the outset of his term of office deter- 
mined upon any one thing, it was that Fort Nelson 
should be cleared of Frenchmen. Exactly how this 
was to be arranged was not quite clear, especially as 
there was yet no open rupture between the two 
authorities. But for such a rupture they had not 
long to wait. They were destined on the very eve 
of his departure to be involved in a quarrel. 

Some years before an Assiniboine chief named Kji- 
chou-touay had taken Radisson to his bosom and 
adopted him as his son with all the customary cere- 
monies. This formidable chief, who had been at war 
with a neighbouring tribe at the time of his adopted 
son s arrival in the country, now put in an appear- 
ance, and instead of the joy Radisson expected he was 
greeted with reproaches. For Ka-chou-touay informed 
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biiii tliat a brother chief of his, named La Barb^, 
with one of his boos, had been killed while ex- 

postulatuig with a party of English. The conse- 
quences of this rash action might be so grave that 
Radisson felt it . ' ' ' luty to resort to the 
Governor and (h lis servants should be 

punislied fur the ilse ho would not be 

answerable for the s. The Governor does 

Di-futfl ^^^ appet iken Radisson's demand 

^twBBn jjj ^QQ^ p^f f^ J altogether to intervene 

nnd the in the matter, m .sson soon proceeded to 

commands and threats. He asserted that 
as long as he remained in the country the Governor 
wiks his subordinate, which greatly angered that official, 
and higli words passed. 

The tiisk the Governor had set himself was by no 
means easy, especially if he wished to avoid bloodshed. 
But the plan of overpowering and disarming the French 
was finally accomplished through stratei^y, and all were 
escorted aboard the ship, even to Ciiouart hirusolf. 
On the 4tli of September sail was set. 

On this voyage Railisson's state of mind rivalled 
that wliich ho had experienced when outward bound. 
His late anxiety to be the first upon the scene at Port 
Nelson was paralleled now by his desire to be the first 
in London, If, happily, the Company should first hear 
an account of what had transpired from himself, he 
felt convinced full measure of justice would be done 
him. If, on the other hand, Governor Phipps's relation 
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were first received, there was no knowing how much 
prejudice might be raised against him. 

Great as was his impatience, he managed to hide it 
with adroitness, so that none save his nephew suspected 
the intention he shortly executed. The captain, crew, 
and Company's servants left the ship leisurely at 
Portsmouth, those going up to London lingering on 
for the coach. As for Pierre Radisson, he instantly 
made his way to the post-house, where he hired 
a second-rate steed, mounted it, and, without the 
courtesy of an adieu to his late comrades, broke into 
a gallop, hardly restrained until London Bridge was 
reached. 

His entry was made close upon midnight, but late 
as was the hour, Radisson took no thought of securing 
lodging or of apprising his family. He spurred on 
his stumbling horse to the dwelling of Mr. Young, 
in Wood Street, Cheapside. The Honourable Adven- 
turer had retired for the night, but, nevertheless, in 
gown and night-cap he welcomed Radisson with great 
cordiality. He listened, we are told, with the greatest 
interest and satisfaction to the bushranger's tale, 
garnished with details of his own marvellous prowess 
and zeal for the Company. Nor, perhaps, was Radisson 
less satisfied when, on attaining his own lodging, he 
pondered on the day s exploits He slumbered little, 
and at eleven o'clock Yoimg was announced, and was 
ushered in, declaring that he had already been to 
Whitehall and apprised the Court of the good news. 
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His Majesty and his Royal Highness had expressed a 
wish to see Radisson, the hero of these great doings, 
Phi m'l '"^'^ Young was accordingly brought to escort 
latter to tbe the bushranger into the Royal presence. It 
"p"*!'- ^j^g ^ triumph, but a short-lived one. 
Radisson had hardly left the precincts of the Court, 
bis ears still rii^png with the praises of King and 
courtiers, when the Deputy-Governor, Mr. Dering, re- 
ceived Fhipps's account of the affair, which was almost 
as unfair to Radisson and tbe part he bad played in 
the re-capture of Port Nelson, as Radisson'a own 
account was flattering. 

On the receipt of tbe report, a General Court of the 
Adventurers was held on September 26tb. By the 
majority of members the bushranger was hardly likely 
to be accorded full justice, for great off'ence had been 
given by his presentation at Court and the extremely 
informal manner of bis arrival. Despite the friendli- 
ness of Hays, Young, and several other partners, 
Radisson was not again granted a position of authority 
in the Company's service. 

In the meanwhile young Chouart, being detained 
in Ei^land agunst bis wish, decided to write to 
Denonville and propose to accompany his uncle to 
Port Nelson and make his escape and gain Quebec 
by land. The Governor forwarded this letter to Paris 
and demanded permission to promise fifty pistoles to 
those who would seize the traitor Radisson and bring 
him to Quebec. The minister complied. But in 
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March, 1687, he had had no success. "The misfor- 
tune/' says the minister, '* that the man Radisson has 
done to the colony, and that he is still capable of 
doing if he remains longer amongst the English, should 
oblige Denonville and C3iampagne to make every 
eflfort to seize him, and so judgment will be held out." 
Radisson did, it is true, make another voyage to 
Hudson's Bay, but his sojourn was of brief duration, 
and a plot set on foot to seize him failed. 

Not long afterwards, " Peter Raddison " is found to 
be in receipt of a pension of ten pounds a month from 
the Company, which he continued to enjoy for many 
years to the time of his death at Islington, in 1702. 

Thus perished one of the most extraordinary 
characters of the early fur-trade. He had survived 
his old conu-ade and brother-in-law, Groseilliers (about 
the exact date of whose death is some uncertainty), 
more than ten years. 
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When the news of the expedition of 1684 reached 
the Court of Versailles. Lewis professed anger that the 
peace between the two crowns should he broken even 
ill that remote corner of the world. Ho related the 
discussion which had taken place between the English 
aniba-ssador and himself with regard to Radis.son's 
Ireachery, He had been happy, he said, to infunn 
King Charles's representative that he was unwilling 
to ntlbrd his "brother of England" any cause of 
complaint. Nevertheless, as he thotight it important 
to prcveni the English from establishing themselves 
in that river, il would bo well to make a proposal to 
the commandant at Hudson's Bay that neither French 
nor English should have power to make any new 
ealftblishments. 

Loup before that he had written to Governor La 
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Barre, in no measured terms, demanding of him what 
he meant by releasing the Boston vessel, the Susan, 
without calling on the intendant, or consulting the 
sovereign council. 

"You have herein done," said he, "just what the 
English would be able to make a handle of, since in 
virtue of your ordinance you caused a vessel to be 
surrendered which ought strictly to be considered a 
pirate, as it had no commission ; and the English will 
not fail to say that you so fully recognised the regu- 
larity of the ship's papers as to surrender it." 

Simultaneously with the receipt of this letter from 
his monarch, there came to the perplexed Governor 
Duiuth in * letter from the Sieur Duluth, stating that 
the West ^^ great expense of presents ho had pre- 
vented the western tribes from further carrying their 
beaver trade to the English. He had, it appeared, 
met the Sieur de la Croix with his two comrades, who 
had presented the despatches in which the Grovemor 
had urged him to use every endeavour in forwarding 
letters to Chouart, at Nelson River. 

"To carry out your instructions," wrote Duluth, 
"there was only Monsieur P^r^, who would have to 
go himself, the savages having all at that time with- 
drawn into the interior." He added that P^r^ had 
left during the previous month, and doubtless at that 
time had accomplished his mission. Duluth invariably 
expressed himself with great confidence on the subject 
of the implicit trust which the savages reposed in 
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hitii. Moro than oiice in his letters, as well as in 
vcrlial messi^es forwarded to his superiors, he boasted 
that before a couple of years were out not a single 
savage would visit the English at Hudson's Bay. To 
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As wilh Duluth 
and emissaries ami 
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aborigines. Every 
the goodwill and amity of t 

Perhaps nothing exhibits 
differing attitude and motives of the Company, com- 
pared with the French traders, than the manner in 
which, in those early times, the Red man was trusted 
and believed by the one and distrusted and contemned 
by the other. One may peruse neither the narratives 
of the Jesuits nor of the traders without an emotion 
of awe at the simple faith of those pioneers in the 
French nod honcsty and probity of the Red men. To 
English t,he very end, when disaster succeeding 

with the disiister overwhelmed the propaganda of 
Indian". Loyola amongst the northern tribes and 
exterminated its disciples, we read of the Frenchman 
trusting to the word and deferring to the prejudices 
of his Indian brother. It was as if the latter were 
indeed of ii common steadfiistness and moral nature 
with his own. Contra.st this attitude with that trait in 
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the English character which is still exhibited in his 
dealings with inferior and black peoples in India 
and Africa, at the present day. Never was the 
contrast greater than during the acute conflict of 
English and French interests in Hudson's Bay at this 
time. The early governors and traders almost without 
exception openly despised the Indian and secretly 
derided his most solemn counsels. August treaties 
were set aside on the most flimsy pretexts, and if the 
virtues of the savages were too highly esteemed by 
the French, they were on the other hand perhaps 
much too cheaply held by their rivals. 

But to whatever extent they may have held them- 
selves bound by compacts of this kind, the Company's 
officials were not so foolish as to doubt their potency 
amongst savages. Thus we find that from the years 
1682 to 1688 the Company regularly instructed its 
servants to enact the strongest treaties with the 
" captains and kings of the rivers and territories where 
they had settlements." "These compacts," observes 
one of the Company's servants, " were rendered as firm 
and binding as the Indians themselves could make 
them. Ceremonies of the most solemn and sacred 
character accompanied them." 

Duluth had already built a fort near the River k la 
Maune, at the bottom of Lake Nepigon, and thither 
he expected at least six of the northern nations to 
resort in the spring. Lest this should not be sufficient 
for the purpose, he designed building another in the 
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Chi-istmeaux River, which would offer an effectual 
barrier to the expausion of the English trade. With 
characteristic zeal Duluth, in a letter written at this 
time, concluded with these words : 

" Finally, sir. I my life if I do not 

absolutely prevent from visiting the 

English." 

But with every go rve his monarch and 

stifle in infancy the ide of the Hudson's 

Bay Company in the n igions, Duluth vastly 

undervalued the forces circumstance as well of 

enterprise at the command of the enemy. The plans 
of the French were destined to be confounded by the 
unforeseen and treacherous action of Radisson and 
Chouart in the following year. 

'■ What am I to do ? " now became the burden of 
La Barre's appeals to the King. The young prie-st 
who anted as his secretary at Quebec was kept per- 
petually writing to Versailles for instructions. His 
letters are long, and filled with explanations of the 
situation, which only served to confuse his superiors. 
Fearful of offending the English on one hand and 
thereby precipitating New France in a war with New 
England, and on the other of arousing the resentment 
of the colonists by a supine behaviour, the unhappy 
La B;irrc was in an unpleasant dilemma. 

" Am I to oppose force to force ? " he asks in one 
letter. " Am I to venture against those who have 
committed these outrages against your Majesty's sub- 
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jects at sea ? It is a matter in which your Majesty 
will please to furnish me with some precise and 
decisive orders whereunto I shall conform my conduct 
and actions/' 

But the Most Christian King was by no means 

anxious to quarrel with his cousin Charles either for 

the dominion of, or the fur-trade monopoly in, the 

North. Charles was in possession of a handsome 

subsidy paid out of the exchequer of Lewis. 

Lewis 

unwiiimg Europc was spectator of the most cordial 
to oppoTO relations between these two monarchs, rela- 

the Engluh. ^ ' 

tions which are described by more than, one 
candid historian as those commonly subsisting between 
master and vassal. That tempest of indignation which 
was to break over England in the reign of Charles's 
successor would have not so long been deferred had 
but a real knowledge of the ''good understanding 
and national concord " been known to Englishmen at 
large. 

Under the circumstances it is not surprising that 
Lewis concluded to do nothing. It was not that 
opportunities to regain what was lost were lacking. 
An old soldier, Gauthier de Comportier, who with a 
number of other patriots had learned of the jeopardy 
in which French interests lay in the North, presented 
a memoir to the King offering, if a grant were made 
him, to win aU back from the English and to establish 
three posts on the Bourbon River. The grant was 
refused. 
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A change Ihen canie which nlLered the asiiect of 
affairs. 

In February, 1685, Charles 11. died, and the Duke 
of York, second Governor of the Hudson's Bay Com- 
pany, ascended the I' ' " 'and, Le^¥is was not 
the last to perceive ffiion of James would 
cause but little real t .he latter and himself 
were bound togethe trong as had bound 
Charles, yet saw at j that full advantage 
might safely be reaptv change of monarcha. 
Proceedings were insL, m foot therefore to 
retrieve the fortunes of the nisu in the fur countries. 

The conduct of Groseillicrs and Radisson had deeply 
offended the inhabitants of Quebec. An excited popu- 
lace burnt the pair in effigy, and a decree was issued 
for their arrest should they at any time be appre- 
hended, and for their delivery to those whom tliey had 
betrayed. But it was the anger of La Chesnaye and 
his associates of the Company which was especially 
strong. A new expedition which they had sent out to 
Port Nelson, with the intention of collecting a wealth 
of peltries, returned to the St, Lawrence without so 
much as a single beaver. 

The success of the English made some decided action 
on the part of the French inevitable. La Barre was 
recalled, and his successor, the Marquis do Denonville, 
determined to take matters into his own hands rather 
than see the interests of New Franco in the Bay sutler. 
He relied upon the success of the expedition to atone 
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for the boldness of the initiative, but his action was 
not taken without repeated warnings addressed to the 
Minister. " All the best of our furs, both as to quality 
and quantity, we must expect to see shortly in the 
hands of the English." If the English were not 
expelled they would secure all the fat beaver from an 
infinite number of tribes in the north who were being 
discovered every day, besides abstracting the greater 
portion of the peltries that ordinarily reached them 
at Montreal through the Ottawas, Assiniboines, and 
other tribes.^ 

In the month of July, 1685, two ships belonging to 
the French Company, returning in disappointment to 
Canada from Port Nelson, met, at the mouth of the 
Straits, one of the Hudson's Bay Company's vessels, 
the Merchant of Perpetuana, commanded by Edward 
Humes. This ship was boimd for York Fort with a 
cargo of merchandise and provisions, and no 

The French , r » 

capture a time was lost on the part of the French in 
a)mpany'8 intercepting her. Captain Humes not sur- 
rendering with sufficient alacrity to please 
the enemy, the Merchant of Perpetuana was boarded 
and forcibly possessed in the name of King Lewis. 

1 « Oar Frenchmen have seen qnite recently from Port Nelson some 
Indians who were known to have traded several years ago at Montreal. 
The posts at the head of the Bay Abbitibi and Nemisco can be reached 
through the woods and seas ; onr Frenchmen are acquainted with the 
road, fiat in regard to the posts occupied by the English in the river 
Bourbon or Port Nelson it is impossible to hold any posts below them 
and convey merchandise thither except by sea. Some pretend that it 
is feasible to go thence overland ; but the river to reach that quarter 
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Several English sailors loet their lives. The vessel 
having been seized in this manner, her prow was 
headed for Quebec, where master nnd crew were 
summarily cast into gaol. 

After a miserable " ' lasting eleven months, 

the sufferings of Ci ended w-ith his death, 

and the other prisoi. id to the insults and 

indignities of tlio ilaco, were ultimately 

sent away to Martii *rd their own ship, and 

there sold as slaves. j Richard Smithsend by 

name, managed to escape, and upon reaching London. 
the tale he unfolded to his employers excited general 
indignation. A memorial of the outrage, couched in 
vigorous language, was presented to the King, but 
James, resolved not to give offence to his friend 
and ally the Most Christian King, took no notice 
of the matter. 

remains jet to be discovered, and when discovered could oolj admit 
the convejance of a few men and not of anj mercliandlse In n gard 
to Hudson's Baj, shonld the King not think proper for enforcing the 
reasons his Majesty has for opposing Ihe usurpation of the Fnghsh 
on his lands, by the just titles proving his Majesty s po sesMon long 
before the English had any knowledge of the country, nothing is to 
be done but to And means tn support the Company of the aaid Bay, 
formed in Canada, by the privilege his Majesty has been pleased this 
year to grant to all his subjects of New France ; and to furnish them 
for some years with a few veasel? of 120 tons, well armed and equipped. 
I hope with this aid our Canadians will support this business, which 
will otherwise perish of itself; whilst the English merchants, more 
powerful than our Canadians, will with good ships continue their trade, 
whereby they will enrich themselves at the expense of the Colony 
and the King's reTenne." — Despatch of Denonville, 12th November 
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Amongst the French in Canada there were not 
wanting bold spirits to follow up this daring stroke. 
Chief amongst them, not merely for the character of 
his achievements, but for his imcommon and romantic 
personality, was the Chevalier de Troyes. This 
Canadian nobleman, much advanced in years, was 
a retired captain in the army. He believed he. now 
saw an opportunity to win a lasting distinction, and to 
rival, and perhaps surpass, the exploits of Champlain, 
Lusson, Frontenac, and the other hero-pioneers of New 
France. Scholarly in his tastes, and frail of body, 
though by profession a soldier, he emerged from 
privacy on Christmas Eve, 1685, and asked of the 
Governor a commission to drive the English utterly 
from the Northern Bay. 

The authority the old soldier sought for was granted. 
He was empowered to " search for, seize, and occupy 
the most advantageous posts, to seize the robbers, 
bushrangers, and others whom we know to have taken 
and arrested several of our French engaged in the 
Indian trade, whom we order him to arrest, especially 
the said Radisson and his adherents wherever they 
may be found, and bring them to be punished as 
deserters, according to the rigour of the ordinances." 
The rigour of the ordinances was death. 

Foursdore Canadians were selected to form part of 
the expedition against the Hudson's Bay Company's 
posts by the Chevalier de Troyes. For his lieutenants, 
the leader chose the three sons of a nobleman of New 
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FraDce named (JharleH Le Moine. One. the eldest, 
a young man of only twenty-five, was to bear an 
enduring distinction in the annals of France as od9 
of her most able and intrepid naval commanders. 
This was the Sie " His brothers, taking 

their names, as i , from places in their 

native land, were i ieurs ds Sainte Helens 

and do Marinoouri. soldiers were directly [ 

attached to the ) smmand, veterans who , 

had, almost to a man, su rice in one or other of | 

the great European wars. lat they might not be ■ 

without the ministrations of religion. Father Sylvie, 
a Jesuit priest, accompanied the expedition. 

"The rivers," writes a chronicler of the Troye.s 
expedition, "were frozen and the earth cnveretl with 
Eipedition snow when that small party of vigorous 
of de Troyes. j^gQ jgf^ Montreal in order to ascend the 
Ottawa River as far us the height of land and thence 
to go down to James' Bay." At the beginning of 
April they arrived at the Long Sault, where they 
prepared some canoes in order to ascend ihe Ottawa 
River. From Lake Temiscamingue they passed many 
portages until they reached Lake Abbitibi, at the 
entrance or most southern extremity of which they 
built a small fort of stockades. After a short halt 
they continued their course towards James' Bay. 

The establishment first doomed to conquest by 
Troyes and his companions was Moose Factory, a 
stockade fort having four bastions covered with cjirtb. 
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In the centre was a house forty feet square and as 
many high, termmatmg in a platform. The fort was 
escaladed by the French late at night, and the palisades 
made short work of by the hatchets of their bush- 
rangers. 

Amongst the garrison none appears to have at- 
tempted a decent defence save the chief gunner, who 
perished bravely at his post of duty.* A cry for 
quarter went up, and the English were made prisoners 
on the spot. They were sixteen in number, and as 
the attack was made at night they were in a state of 
almost complete undress. Troyes found in the fort 
twelve cannon, chiefly six and eight-pounders, three 
thousand pounds of powder, and ten pounds of lead. 

It is worthy of record that the capture was effected 
with an amount of pomp and ceremony calculated to 
strike the deepest awe into the hearts of those fifteen 
unhappy and not too intelligent Company's apprentices, 
who knew nothing of fighting nor had bargained for 
anything so perilous. For so small a conquest it was 
both preceded and followed by almost as much circum- 
stance as would have sufficed for the Grand Monarque 
himself in one of his theatrical sieges. The Chevalier 
^ . announced in a loud voice that he took 

i^apture 

of Moose possession of the fort and island "in the 

**' ^' name of his Most Christian Majesty the 

Most High, Most Mighty, Most Redoubtable Monarch 

Lewis XIV. of the Most Christian Name, King of 

' Iberville declares that he split thegnnner's head into fragments. 
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France and Navarre." In obvious imitation of Lusson, 
a sod of earth was thrice raised in the air, whilst 
a cry of " Vive le Roi " rang out over those waters 
wherein were eepultured the bodies of Henry Hudson 
and his men. 



1 



J 



CHAPTER XII 

1686-1689 

THB FBSKCH attack upon FOBT RuPBBT— GrOVBBNOB SABOBANT 
APPBI8BD — INTBBPIDITT OF NiZON — CAPTUBB OF FOBT 

Albany — DiSASTBB to thb "Chubchill" — Thb Company 

HBAB8 THB ILL NBWS— NBGOTL^TIONS FOB COLONLAJj Nbu- 
TBALITY — DBSTBUOTION OF NEW SBVBBN FOBT— LOSS OF THB 

<*Hampshibb"— Thb Rbyolution. 

Undecided whether next to attack Fort Rupert or 
Fort Albany, the Chevalier de Troyes was prompted to 
a decision through learning that a boat containing 
provisions had left Moose Factory on the previous day 
bound for Rupert's River. Iberville was therefore sent 
with nine men and two bark canoes to attack a sloop 
belonging to the Company then Ijring at anchor at the 
mouth of the latter river with fourteen souls aboard, 
including the Grovemor. To accomplish this stroke 
it was necessary to travel forty leagues along the sea 
coast. The road was extremely difficult and in places 
almost impassable. A shallop was constructed to carry 
a couple of small cannon, and on the 25 th of June 
Troyes left for Fort Rupert. 

St. H^l&ne was sent on in advance to reconnoitre 
the establishment. He returned with the information 
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that it was a. sijuiire stmcture, flanked by four bastions, 
but that all was in a state of confusion owing to 
I'opairs and additions then being made to the fort. 
The cannon had not yet been placed, being temporarily 
accommodated ou. slope of a redoubt. 

Btforo the attac mid only have one issue, 

was iHiide by the ., s, Iberville had boarded 

the Company's sl< id captain and crew, and 

made all, including Bridgar, prisoners. Four 

of llic English were 

Al'tur this exploit Iber le came ashore, rejoined 
his superior, and overpowered the almost defenceless 
garrison of Fort Rupert. 

The French forces now miited, and St. HL'lt'ne 
having been as anccessful as hh bnilher in securing 
the second of the Company's ships, all timbiu-kcd and 
sailed for the remaining post of the Company in that 
part of the Bay. 

Neither Troyes nor Iberville know its precise situa- 
tion ; but a little reconnoitrii^ soon discovered it. 
Fort Albany was built in a sheltered inlet forty yards 
from the borders of the Bay. Two miles to the north- 
east was an eslrapiuie, on the summit of which was 
placed a seat for a sentinel to sight the ships expected 
from England and to signal thcni if all was well. But 
on this morning, unhappily, no sentinel was there In 
greet with a waving flag the Company's ship, on the 
deck of which stood young Iberville. 

A uouple of Indians brought Governor Sargeant 
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tidings of the approach of the enemy, and his previous 
successes at Moose and Rupert rivers. The Grovernor 
immediately resolved upon making a bold stand ; all 
was instantly got in readiness to sustain a siege, and 
the men were encouraged to behave with fortitude. 
Two hours later the booming of cannon was heard, and 
soon afterwards a couple of skirmishers were sighted 
at a distance. Despite the Commander's example, the 
Attack servants at the fort were thrown into the 

on Fort greatest confusion. Two of their number 
were deputed by the rest to inform the 
Grovernor that they were by no means disposed to 
sacrifice their lives imless provision were made, in case 
of a serious issue, for themselves and families. They 
were prevailed upon by the Governor to return 
to their posts, and in return for this obedience a 
bounty was promised them. Bombardment by the 
French then commenced, and lasted for two days, 
being occasionally replied to by the English. But it 
was not until the evening of the second day that the 
first fatality occurred, when one of the servants was 
killed, and a mutiny precipitated. Elias Turner, the 
chief gunner, declared to his comrades that it was 
impossible for the Grovernor to hold the place, and 
that, for his part, he was ready to throw himself on 
the clemency of the enemy. Sargeant, overhearing 
this declaration, drew his pistol and threatened to blow 
out the gunner's brains if he did not return to his 
post, a form of persuasion which proved highly effec- 
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ti brought ^M 



live. Profiting by the daj-kness the Freiich 1 
their cannon through the wood closer to the fort; 
and by duybreak a aeries of heavy balls struck the 
bastions, causing a breach. Sai-geant and Captain 



Outla\v (who ■ 
vinccd that the eD 
niagasiinc, in whi 
blown up. 

The French from 
which was separatdd 
fort by less thaji a muB&t 



trt Albany) were con- 
idermining the powder 
y would certainly be 

id thrown up a battery, 
moat surrounding the 

; and none amongst the 
beleagured English ventured to show himself above 
ground at a moment of such peril. A shell exploded 
at the head of the stairway and wounded the cook. 
The cries of the French could be distinctly heard 
outside the fort — " Vive le Roi. vive le Roi 1 " In their 
fright and despair the English echoed the cry "Vive 
le Roi," thinking thereby to propitiate their aggressors. 
But the latter mistook the cry for one of defiance, as 
a token of loyalty to an altogether ditt'erent monarch, 
and the bidlets whistled fa.ster and thicker. Sargcant 
desired to lower the Hag floating above his own 
dwelling, but there was none to undertake .so hazanlous 
a task. Finally Nixon, tlie undcr-factor, ottered to 
show himself and allay the fury of the Freneli. He 
first thrust a white cloth from a window and waved 
a lighted torch before it. He then called in a loud 
voice, and the tiring instantly ceased. The under- 
faclor came forth, fully dressed, and bearing two huge 
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flagons of port wine. Walking beyond the parapets 
he encountered both Troyes and Iberville, and by the 
light of a full moon the little party of French ofScers 
and the solitary Englishman sat down on the mounted 
cannon, or on the ground beside it, broached the two 
flagons and drank the health of both kings, their 
respective masters. 

" And now, gentlemen," said Nixon, " what is it you 
want ? " 

" Possession of your fort," was the answer, " in the 
name of his Most Christian Majesty, Eang Lewis XIY." 

Nixon, explwiing that he was not master there, 
offered to convey this message to Sargeant. In a 
very short time the French commanders were seated 
comfortably within the house of the Gtovernor. The 
demand was again preferred, it being added that great 
offence had been given by the action of the English 
in taking captive three French traders the previous 
autumn, and keeping them prisoners on ground 
owned and ruled by the King of France. For this 
reason reparation was demanded, and Sargeant was 
desired at once to surrender the fort. The Governor 
was surprised at such extreme measures, for which he 
was totally unprepared, but was willing to surrender 
upon terms of capitulation. On the following morning 
the desired terms were arranged. 

It was agreed that Sargeant should continue to 
enjoy all his personal effects; and further, that his 
deputy, Nixon, three domestics, and his servant, should 
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accompany him out of the fort. It vas a 
that Troyes should send the clerks and aorvauts 
Cajntuiation of tho Company to Charlton Island, there 
of tiiB fort. |.Q avftut the arrival of the Company's 
of their non-arrival 
'es promised to assist 
ild command for the 



1 



gave Sargeant the 
n and his companions 
he fort without arms, 
ise swords and pistols 
The Governor and his suite were 



ships from En 
within a reason i 
them to such vesj 
purpose. The Frt 
provisions necessary 
from starvation. Al' 
save Sargeant and h 
hung at their s 
provided with passage to Hays Island, where ho after- 
wards made his escape to Port Nelson. The others 
were distributed between Forts Moose and Albany, and 
were treated with considerable severity and hardship. 

Having attended to the disposition of his prisoners 
and their property. Troycs, accompanied by Iberville, 
departed on 10th August for Montreal. The gallant 
Chevalier and his associates would have been glad to 
have pursued their successes, by crossing the Bay and 
capturing Port Nelson. But although two ships be- 
longing to the Company had fallen to their lot, yet 
they could find none competent to command them. 
Tlic distance between Albany and Port Nelson was by 
water two hundred and fifty leagues, and the road 
overland was as yet unknown to the French. But it 
was not (heir purpose that it should long remain -so. 
In a letter to his official superior at Quebec, Dunon- 
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viUe, pursuing bis way amongst the tribes of tbe Upper 
Mississippi region, boasted that the next year would 
not pass without their becoming acquainted with it. 

Wherefore Troyes suffered himself to be prevailed 
upon by Iberville, and be content with the victories 
already won. They carried with them in their journey 
more than 50,000 beaver as a trophy of their arms. 
Many of the Hudson's Bay Company's servants were 
employed in bearing the spoils. Along the dreary 
march several of these unhappy captives were killed 
through the connivance of the French with the 
Indians; and the survivors reached Quebec in a 
wretchedly emaciated and halt condition. 

Troyes' victories were ludicrously exaggerated: his 
return to Quebec, in consequence, was attended with 
much pomp. 

Wholly ignorant of Troyes and his proceedings in 
the Bay, the Company sent out its annual expedition as 
usual in 1687. In the autumn of this year the Churchill 
was caught in the ice near Charlton Island. Iberville 
being quickly apprised of this mishap, sent a party 
of four across the ice to reconnoitre. They appear 
to have been somewhat careless, for, while 
priAonera one Sank down from utter exhaustion, the 
taken by the others wcrc Surprised by the Company's crew, 
seized, and bound. One of the three, how- 
ever, managed to escape the fate of his companions, 
who were manacled and placed in the bottom of the 
ship's hold, where they passed the winter. 
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But tlio French captives enjoyed no monopoly of 
misfortune. The captain of the ship, while hunting 
on the ishmd in the early days of spring, lost his 
life by ihnwning; and there were numerous minor 
calamitie:s. In Id was maile for de- 

parture, and 88 Ine re short-handed the 

two prisoners were id their aid. This 

they did willinglj sehange the ship's 

fetid atmosphere fo ,ir of heaven. One 

day, wfiilij most of ire aloft, one of the 

Frenchmen, perceiving tj^_ of his captors on 

deck, furtively secured an axe, with which implement 
he silently split the skulls of both men, and then ran 
to release his comrade, temporarily chained below. 
The pair seized fire-arms which they came upon in 
a corner of the bold, and brandishing these in skilful 
fashion, changed suddenly from captives into masters. 
In opprobrious terms and with violent gesticulations 
they dared the crew to come down from the rigging. 
or indeed to lay a hand upon the fringe of a shroud ; 
and while one watched with two drawn pistols in hand 
the shivering seamen in the shrouds and rigging, ihc 
other steered the ship towards Rupert's River. How 
long this drama might have lasted it is hard to say, 
for within a few hours Iberville and his ship hove in 
sight. He had fitted out an expedition to rescue his 
men as soon as the ice would permit, and now came 
and took charge oi the Churchill and all on board. 

The tidings of the expedition of the Chevalier de 
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Troyes, following close upon the harrowing tale of 

Smithsend, the mate of the Merchant of Perpettiana, 

excited the Adventurers to a pitch of fury. 

News of the 

disaster An extraordinary general meeting was held, 
E^^^uTd ^^^ London was placarded with an account 
of the outrages. A news-letter was issued 
at the Company's expense detailing the events, and 
carrying them into the remotest parts of the kingdom. 
Lord Churchill, who had succeeded King James in the 
governorship of the Company, personally presented a 
petition of the outraged Adventurers to the King, 
wherein it was prayed " that James would be pleased 
to afford them his Royal assistance and Protection and 
that Your Majesty will demand and procure satisfaction 
to be made them for all losses and damages they have 
suffered as well formerly as by this last invasion." 

It will assist a comprehension of the situation to 
allude to what had been happening between the two 
crowns from 1685 to 1688. 

In the first-named year, in response to the pressure 
brought to bear upon both by their subjects, James had 
agreed with Lewis to appoint a joint commission to 
examine into the disputes between the two nations and, 
if possible, effect a pacific settlement. 

Their respective possessions in America were giving 
both powers so much trouble arid expense that they 
were ready to welcome any arrangement which would 
reduce the burden. War between England and France 
in the old days had been a simple matter, confined 
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Lo contigiiuua territory of whose geography and 
physio al leattiros they knew soinethii^!;. But now 
the mother countries nould not offer each other hos- 
tilities without a score or so of their offspring colonies 
springing at each 



If war between 
confined lo war bet' 
be allowcil to spre 
tribes and dependc 
that a great end won 

The point sought t 



igland could only be 

o countries, and not 
innumerable savage 
America, it was felt 

5 gained. 

s was to make North 



] 



I 



America neutral. Such a t^...g would have been 

excellent, had it but been possible. But the futility 
. of such an arrangement was instantly made manifest. 
Both races in North America were too eager and too 
NetrotiaUona 'i"''^''^"'' '" '"^^p the advantage.'; of war. It 
tor Coionini was not likely that the Colonial English 
would allow a rich prize to pass tlieiTi, only 
to be seized a hundred leagues farther cast by llic 
home authorities. The Colonial French were not Lo 
be expected in time of war to suffer tamely from 
competition in the fur-trade, when the very prin- 
ciples of their allegiance urged them to forcible 
retaliation. 

Even without the episode of the Merchant of Prr- 
pet'uiint the rivalry between the two nations for the 
fur-trade was so bitter as to be a perpetual danger 
to peace. For this reason, and in order to mark some 
delimitation to the trade of the two countries the 
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joint commission had sat and examined into the 
matter. 

On the sixth of November, 1686, a treaty of 
neutrality had been concluded between the two kings. 
It stipulated for a " firm peace, union, and concord, 
and good understanding between the subjects" of 
James and Lewis. No vessels of either sovereign were 
thereafter to be employed in attacking the subjects 
of the other in any of the colonies. No soldiers of 
either king stationed in any of the colonies were to 
engage in any act of hostility such as giving aid or 
succour to men, or provisions to savages, at war with 
one another. But the foiu*th article of this treaty 
was productive of much confusion and misunder- 
standing. 

" It has been agreed," it ran, " that each of the said 
kings shall hold the domains, rights, pre-eminences in 
the seas, straits, and other waters of America which, 
and in the same extent, of right belongs to them ; and 
in the same manner which they enjoy at present." 

Now, at the very moment this treaty was signed, 
the French, by the victory of Troyes, were in posses- 
sion of Fort Albany and the English still held Port 
Nelson. As the liberty of navigation was not dis- 
turbed by the Treaty, it would appear that the 
French retained the right to sail in the Bay. 

Commissioners were appointed to consider the 
carrying out of the treaty, the Sieurs Barillon and 
Bonrepas acting on behalf of France, and Lords 
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Sutherland, Uiddloton, and GodolphiD for James. To 
these f:'iioimi8BionerB the Company presented a further 
memoiiiil, which dwelt upon their grievances " for five 
years pa,st. in a time of peace and good correspondence 
between the two ■ " 

These uommisa! to have done their 

best to arrange otorily ; but such a 

result ivius impos le conditions. They 

were privutely ins ir respective masters 

to agree lo hold the t Nelson in common. 

impmoti- Such ft pi extremely impracti- 

cability ..f cable, as that v rmed subject, Denon- 

""'' ville, made haste to inform hi.s royal master. 
The proximity of the Enghsh, he declared, in such a 
remote part would bo a certain source of hostility on 
both sides, and a dangerous temptation for numbers 
of " libertines," whom the least dissatisfaction would 
induce to take refuge at Port Nelson. 

The " iiliertines " he thus alluded to were the 
bushrangers, who were already giving the French 
great trouble and imeasiness through their wild, im- 
disciplined habits and their freedom from restraint. 
Denonville abided that the Hudson's Bay Company, 
paying higher prices for beaver than the French 
eould do, would always have a preference, and con- 
sequently would almost monopolise the trade. It was 
therefore better, in his opinion, to crt'ect a corapromiso 
in the Bay, restoring the three forts wliich Troyes had 
taken in exchange for Port Nelson, which, so he 
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stated, was worth more than the other three together 
for trading purposes. Besides, on the first rupture, 
it would be very easy to retake them by an overland 
march, as Troyes had done. 

But such proposals on the part of the French were 
indignantly rejected by the English Company. There 
was, therefore, nothing available but a modtis vivendi, 
under which no further encroachments in the Bay were 
to be made by either party. 

There was no force to compel the parties directly 
interested to subscribe to this arrangement. The 
elated French Company was too much inclined to 
retain what Troyes had wrested from the English to 
listen to sophistries and amiable generalities. It en- 
gaged Iberville to return to Fort Albany, upon which 
establishment it had bestowed the name of St. Anne, 
and repulse the English should their crews arrive and 
endeavour to land. Captain Moon, returning from 
Port Nelson, made an attempt with twenty-four men 
to surprise the French. He built a station some eight 
miles from Albany; Iberville heard of it, marched 
with great despatch, and chased the English for 
twenty miles. He then made preparations for seizing 
Captain Moon's ship, embarking for this purpose 
upwards of forty men in canoes and small boats. But 
those aboard defeated his intention in the night, by 
setting fire to the Company's ship and making their 
escape to the shore, where they rejoined their com- 
panions and made the best of their way overland to 
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New Severn, a fort which had been erected in the 
previous year as a means of drawing trade away from 
the French conquerors in the eastern parts of the Bay. 

Iberville was not long ignorant of the retreat of 
those who had ■ nor of the prosperity 

which attended t Arriving before New 

Severn in Octobi obtained its surrender 

and took the Coi lor prisoner. 

Amongst the y \g to this official which 

he seized was a the secretary of the 

Company, ordering t.^^. i, liaJf of the partners, to 
proclaim the Prince and PrinceBs of Orange King and 
Queen of England, of itself testimony that the chief 
spirits of the Company were not unfriendly to those 
who precipitated the Revohition, 

Glorying in his new exploit, Iberville now returned 
to Fort St. Anne, there to behold the spedacle of two 
strange ships standing motionless in the Uiiy. 

The presence of these vessels is explained Iiy the 
Company's having sent out an expedition, comprising 
eighty-three men of both crews, with instnurtioiis to 
land on an island close to the Cliechoiian lliver and 
establish a fort, from whem^e they could sally foith to 
the re-('onquest of Fort Albany. But alremly the 
winter had overtaken them, and the two vessels were 
locked in the ice. Happily, the new fort was pretty 
well advanced, and the party hail landed a number of 
pieces of cannon. Iberville lay in ambush watching 
his opportunity, and when twenty-one of the English 
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were proceeding for a supply of stores to the ship, 
intercepted them. The whole party fell into the hands 
of the French; and Marinconrt, with fourteen men, 
instituted an attack upon the forces on the island. A 
brisk cannonading ensued between French and English. 
After this had lasted some days Iberville peremptorily 
summoned the Company's commander to surrender, 
threatening him with no quarter if he deferred com- 
pliance. 

To this the Grovemor responded that he had been 
given to imderstand on his departure from London that 
a treaty was in force between the two Crowns, and that 
Surrender ^^ Occasioned him much astonishment that 
of the the French paid so little heed to it. Iber- 

Company's 

ships to the villc's rosponso was not exactly truthful, for 
^^^^^' he declared that whether a treaty existed or 
not he had not been the first to invade it ; and that 
in any case he could waste no time in parley. The 
Grovernor replied that his force was still a strong one ; 
but that he would not be averse to surrender if Iber- 
ville would agree to reimburse the Company's officers 
out of the proceeds of their store of furs; and also 
accord them a vessel wherewith to sail away. This 
stipulation was granted ; Iberville grimly remarking 
that it was extraordinary what a large number of 
officers there were for so small a company of men. 
He had already captured the captain of one of the 
vessels and tne surgeon; and there now remained 
thirteen others who by reason of Iberville's promise 
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escaped scot-free from the clutches of the French. 
The amount of wages demanded was close upon two 
thousand pounds. All the others were made prisoners, 
including the pilots, of whom it is Haid there were 
twelve who had fd by the Admiralty to 

acquire a knowli and Straits. All ^rere 

carried off hy Iboi loc, and Marincourt left 

behind with thirt guard the two posts. 

The young commoi this time proceed over- 

land, but having got of the Company's ship, 

the Hampshire, he i bward for the Straits. 

He had scarcely reached the latitude of Southampton 
Island when an English ship hove in sight, proceeding 
in his direction. They came so elo.se together as to 
exchange speech. Iberville had taken the precaution 
ihorviiia's ^ hoist thc English flf^, and the presence 
trencboroiis of thc prisoners caused implicit, licliel' in liis 
friendly pretensions. He learned that yiuuig 
Chouart, Radi.sson's nephew, was on boanl, a7id himself 
declare.s that he longed to attack openly the Company's 
ship, but the insufficiency of his force to guard the 
prisoners prevented his following that plan. He had, 
however, recourse to a stratagem which almost obtained 
success. The captain of the English ship agreed to 
sail in his company through the Straits, and on the 
first clear weather to pay a visit to Iberville. Where- 
upon it was, it is almost needless to observe, the 
Frenchman's intention to seize the guileless Englishman 
and his companions the moment they set foot on his 



NON-ARRIVAL OF THE "HAMPSHIRE 181 

deck. But storms intervening, this project fell through. 
The ships separated and they did not meet again. 

The Hudson's Bay Company was not a little puzzled 
at the non-arrival of the Hampshire, which had been 
spoken thus happily in Hudson's Straits. For a long 
time the vessel was believed to be lost ; as, indeed, she 
was, but not quite in the manner apprehended by her 
owners. Possession was not regained for some years ; 
and when again the Hampshire sailed for the Bay it 
was there to suflfer complete destruction in battle. 

As has been foreshadowed, in 1689 an event which 
had been brewing ever since James had relinquished 
the governorship of the Company for the governorship 
of his subjects at large occurred. William of Orange 
landed at Plymouth, and the Revolution in England 
put a new king on the English throne. 

Note. — The career of the Chevalier de Trojes ended abrnptlj and 
tragically in 1687, when he and all his men, to the number of ninety, 
were massacred at Niagara. 
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Stbaightway upon Williaui tlio Third's accessimi tlie 

(Jompaiiy renewed its claims to the property of which 
it had been deprived, and also for rcpaiatioji fur thu 
damages it had suffered at the hands of the Frcncli 
in time of peace. 

■' As to the article of the Company's losses, it 
will appear," it said, " by a true and exact estimate, 
that the French took from the Compiiny, in full 
peace between 1G82 and 1688, seven ships with 
their cargoes, and six forts and factories, from which 
they carried away great stores of goods laid up for 
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trading with the Indians. The whole amounts to 
£38,332, 15s." 

To such effect was this memorial presented to the 
King that William caused the hostile proceedings of 
Lewis in the Company's territory to be inserted in one 
of the articles of his Declaration of War, in these 
words : " But that the French King should invade our 
Caribbee Islands and possess himself of our territories 
of the Province of New York and Hudson's Bay, in 
hostile manner, seizing our forts, burning our subjects' 
houses and enriching his people with the spoil of our 
goods and merchandises, detaining some of our subjects 
under the hardships of imprisonment, causing others 
to be inhumanly killed, and driving the rest to sea in 
a small vessel without food or necessaries to support 
them, are actions not even becoming an enemy; and 
yet he was so far from declaring himself so, that at 
that very time he was negotiating here in England, 
by his Ministers, a treaty of neutrality and good 
correspondence in America." 

Much has been made by later writers, hostile to the 
Company, of a circumstance which soon afterwards 
took place. 

Owing to the state of public feeling in England 
towards the Stewarts at the time of the Revolution, 
the Company, keenly alive to the fact of the exiled 
king's having been so recently its Governor, sought at 
the beginning of William's reign to strengthen its posi- 
tion by an Act of Parliament confirming the charter 
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granted by Charles U. Why, Iiavo asked its enemies, 
if the Company had the utmost confidence in this 
instruTnent, did it thus resort to Lords and Commons ? 
And why was this confirmation limited to but seven 
years? I have -'----'- — — - -jj i^^e first question; 
as to Company itself asked 

Coiiipnnj'B for no The proceeding was 

'=^'^'}^'' no seen ; openly. Parhament 

mode bi Lion, and that at the 

instiinco of the Company ; that the 

Adventurers "shoul i to make at loi 

two sales of ' coat heaver nually, and not ( 

ceeding four. These should be proportioned in lotts 
of about £100 sterling each, and not exceeding ±200, 
In the intervals of public sales the Company should be 
debarred from selling beaver by private Contract, or at 
any price than wa-s sett up at the last Publii'k sale." 

The Company asked for a confirmation of its charter 
by Parliament as a prudent course in uncertain times; 
and also in order to more firmly establish its claim 
to reparation for damages. The nation's representa- 
tives saw no reason why they should not issue a con- 
firmation ; there being none, save (he Felt-mnkei's, to 
oppose it. 

The charter being confirmed, it was decided that the 
nominal capital of the Company should be increased 
to £31,500, several good reasons being put ioward in 
committee for thus trebling the stock. These reasons 
were quaintly enumerated as follows : — 
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" I. That the Company have actually in Warehouse 
above the value of their first original stock. 

"II. That they have set out an Expedition this 
Yeare in their Shipps and Cargoe to more than the 
Value of their First Stock again ; the trading of which 
Goods may well be estimated, in expectation as much 

more. 

" in. That our Factories at Port Nelson River and 
The Com n ^®^ Soveme are under an increasing Trade ; 
increase its and that our Returns in Beavers this yeare 
*^^* (by Grod's Blessing) are modestly expected 

to be worth £20,000. 

" IV. Our Forts, Factories, Guns and other Materials, 
the prospect of new Settlements and further Trade, 
are also reasonably to be estimated at a considerable 
intrinsic Value. 

*'V. And lastly, our just Expectancy of a very con- 
siderable reparation and satisfaction from the French 
and the close of this War and the restoring our places 
and Trade at the Bottom of the Bay; which upon 
proof, hath been made out above £100,000." 

Some years later the Treaty of Ryswick, in securing 
to the French the fruits of Iberville's victory, power- 
fully aflTected for ill the fortunes of the Company. 
Nevertheless, the whole nation was then in sympathy 
with its cause, knowing that but for the continued 
existence of the Honourable Adventurers as a body cor- 
porate the chances of the western portion of the Bay 
reverting to the English Crown were remote indeed. 
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But the Felt-makerB, who would like to have seen 
the beaver trade in their own handa, proved im- 
placable. At the expiration of the seven years for 
which the confirmation was allowed, they again, as 
will be shown, e' ' ' ' ' ', their enmity. 

Because this pi ifirmation was limited 

to so short a peril ,ers have conjectured 

that ftt the oxjn: ; period the charter 

ceased to be valid. I a coDclusion would 

scarcely appear to sti of refutation, Could 

those wlio pretend lached it have been 

ignorant tliat if some of the r jhts conferred by the 
charter required the sanction of Parliament, other 
rights were conferred thereby which required no such 
sanction, because they were within the prerogative 
of the Crown ? Even assuming that at tlie end of 
the term for which the act of William and Mary was 
passed, such of the provisions of the charter (if there 
could be found any such) as derived their efficacy 
only from parliamentary support should be considered 
inefficient, still all the rights similar to those of the 
charters for former governments and plantations in 
America would continue to exist. That tliey were 
regarded as existing is made eviilcnt by the repeated 
references to them in various subsequent international 
treaties and acts of Parliament. King George and 
his advisers completely recognised the Company as 
proprietors of a certain domain. In establishing the 
limits of the newly-acquired Province of Canada, it 
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was enacted that it should be bounded on the north 
by " the territory granted to the Merchants- Adventiwers 
of England trading into Hudson's Bay," a boundary 
which by statute was long to subsist. 

Fort Albany did not prove a success in the hands 
of the French. The Quebec Company were losing 
money, and they had no ships. They were, besides, 
severely handicapped by physical conditions, owing to 
the inaccessibility of the Bay by land and the imprac- 
ticabihty of carrying merchandise by the overland 
route. It seemed clear that, after all, the trade of 
the Bay could only be made profitable by sea.^ The 
French were consequently most anxious to exchange 
the forts on James* Bay for Fort Nelson, because they 
were aware that better furs were to be had in the 
north ; and because it would enable them to intercept 
the tribes who himted about Lake Nepigon. 

Denonville is now foimd writing long despatches to 
Seignely, assuring him that French affairs in Hudson's 
Bay would prosper if the Northern Company continued 
to co-operate with and second the designs of Iberville, 
whose fixed resolve was to go and seize Fort Nelson. 
For that purpose Denonville regarded it as necessary 

^ It has been well observed that the protracted and bloody contest 
between the French and English for the possession of the Bay was 
the result of a desire of the Gk)Temor to have access to those waters, 
and the resolve of the latter to defeat this purpose. " The truth is," 
says Mr. Lindsay, **the fur-trade was only profitable when carried on 
by water.'* At Quebec or Three Rivers forty beaver skins made a 
canoe load. A single canoe load of northern furs was worth six of 
the southern. 
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tbtit ihe Minister should inform M. de La^ay lliat 
the King desired the capture of that fort, and to 

■' furnish Iberville with everything he re- 
plans the quiTes to render his designs successful." Tho 
™'''"J? f Gover ' ' " ;hought one ship added 

to tho captured in ltj89 from 

the English »ou le sought to obtain for 

Iberville some 1 nk in the navy, as this 

would, ho uiged, d rable emulation amongst 

tho Canadians wh tady to follow the sea. 

Denonville suggeateu lancy, adding his opinion 

that his young friend Wik, . very fine fellow, capable 
of rendering himself expert and doing good service." 
His plea was moat .successful at court ; for Lewis was 
pleased to confer upon Iberville the rank of lieutenant 
in the French Royal Navy, the first distinction of the 
kind then granted. It fired the blood and pride n!' 
not a few of the C;inudian youth, one I'ctor (iaulthier 
de Varcnnes amongst the rest. Many years later he, 
under the name of Vcrandryc, was the first of tho 
great pioneers through the territories of the Great 
Company, 

All negotiations for an exchange of forts having 
been fruitless, the Compaijnk du Nord determined to 
make a valiant attempt to obtain their desires by 
force. For this purpose tliey made powerful ajjjiliea- 
tion to the Court; and in the autumn of 1091 tlieir 
petition resulted in the arrival at Quebec of Admiral 
'fast with uo fewer than fourteen ships. 
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It was said in Quebec that while Lewis XIY. sur- 
prised his enemies by his celerity in taking the field 
in Europe, the vessels sent out to America by his 
order always started two or three months too late for 
Canada and the Bay. This tardiness, it was declared, 
was the sole cause of all the losses and want of success 
attending French enterprises in that part of the New 
World.^ 

However this may be, there was beyond question 
another and not less potent reason for the failure 
which overtook the proposed expedition of Tast on 
behalf of the Northern Company. Iberville's successes 
had up to this moment tended to bolster up the 
waning popularity of the Company in Canada. This 
popular hero had just returned from the Bay with 
80,000 francs value in beaver skins, and 6000 livres 
in small furs. He now refused point blank to have 
anything to do with the new expedition, as he did not 
care to share such glory and profit as he might obtain 
aided by his own followers, with the Company and 
Admiral Tast. 

Without this powerful auxiliary and the support of 
the populace, Tast's fleet abandoned its expedition to 
the Bay, and sailed away to Acadia and Newfoundland. 

Nevertheless, while Governor Phipps was in charge 
of Fort Nelson this year, a French frigate belonging 
to the enemy appeared at the entrance of Bourbon 
River. As it chanced that nearly the whole of his 

* Charlevoix. 
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garrison were absent from the fort on a hunting 
expedition, it seemed to the Governor that armetl 
resistance would be foUy. Rather, therefore, than 
Burning of ullow the fort to pass again into the hands 
Port Nei.»on. ^f ^^^ gj, circumstanccs so 

huinihating, he reft a it, together with a 

large part of its mer lued at about £3000, 

well knowing that witt grohandise the French 

could not procure fun [ndians. 

Whilst the flames of 'cre ascending, Phipps 

and three men he had wi m -etreated into ambush, 
afterwards establishing themselves with some Indiajis 
in the interior. 

The Frenchman landed, saw the perdition of Ins 
hopes in the ruin of the fort and its contents, and 
returned to the ship with a few hutchets and knives 
as the sole trophy of his enterprise. On tlie arrival 
of the Company's ship in the spring, however, York 
Factory wa.s rebuilt stronger and on a larger scale 
than before, 

Iberville at this time Hnds great cause of complaint 
in the French Company's poverty, and its inability to 
occupy the region after i' had bet'U won for them. 
More tlian a single trading ship was required ; and a 
larger number of men in the vicinity of Fort Nelsim 
would have served to keep the English off perpetually. 

In 1693 the Northern Compimy petitioned Pont- 
cbartrain, wlio had succeeded Scignely at Court, witli 
respect to operations in the Bay. The Compimy 
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declared that it could hold everything were it but 
enabled to seize Fort Nelson; but that continued 
hostilities and losses had so weakened it as to oblige 
it to have recourse to his Excellency to obtain sufficient 
force at a suitable time to drive out the English. 

In another petition it is alleged that this ''single 
fort which remains in the possession of the English 
is of so much importance that the gain or loss of 
everything in Hudson's Bay depends upon it. The 
C!ompany's establishment in Quebec, to carry on this 
commerce, claims anew the protection of your Excel- 
lency, that you may give it a sufficient force to enable 
it to become master of Fort Nelson, which the English 
took by an act of treason against this Company in 
time of peace. This they hope from the strong desire 
which you have for the aggrandisement of the kingdom, 
and from your affection for this colony." 

Iberville crossed over to France, meeting with a 
warm reception from the Court at Versailles. He 
unfolded his plans for the capture of Fort Nelson, 
stated what force he would require for this desirable 
purpose, and was promised two ships in the following 
spring.^ Highly elated with his success, he departed 
for home in the Envievx, 

' Although by this action the French Court directly participated in 
and lent its snpport to the hostilities against the English, yet to all 
intents and pnrposes the war was between two commercial corpora- 
tions. The ruling spirits of the Northern Company were not unaware 
of the importance and power of the enemy they had to deal with. In 
a pamphlet published in France in 1692 there is amusing testimony to 
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Mciinwhile the Hudson's Bay Company made an- 
other efi'ort to regain Fort Albany, A fleet of three 
poworfiiUy armed ships under Captain Griinington 
winteretl at Port Nelson and sailed southward in the 
spring of 1693, I accounts that had been 

received, it was ed that the rival French 

Company wae in to maintaiD a very strong 

ioTuQ for an all- anoe, especially since the 

alienalioQ of Ibei ty men were landed, and 

approaching the pc let by a fire which though 

brisk failed to check tuo nglish advance. Much to 
tlioir own astonishment, they were permitted to close 

tbe consideration in nliicli llie Uuilduu's Hay Comj^aD; was held by 
the Frencb. 

"U is composed," says this authority, " of opulent mercliants and 
noblemen of the first quality ; and it is known tliut tbc Kinj; hioiseif 
is part proprietor, having succeeded to that emolument with the other 
belongings to King James II. So great are its profits tljat each 
membtT is worth at least £50,000 English sterling above wh.it he was 
before he embarked in the far traffic. There can be no secrecy about 
its intention, which is to subvert and subjugate the whole northern 
country to its sway." 

' Captain Grimington was an experienced nava! oHictr. who had 
seen service in the late wars, t have not been able to ascertain 
Grimington's fate, but in the Company's minute-book, under date of 
19th of May I'H, I lind the following entry : — 

"Mrs. Ann Grimington, widow of Captain Michael Grimington, 
deceased, having delivered in her petition to the Com],nny, tUo snme 
was read, and cousidering her poverty and the faithful siTviccs her 
husband performed for the Company, the Committee agreed to allow 
the said Mrs. Grimington twelve ahilliugs per month for her subsist- 
ence, which the secretory is ordered to pay her every first Monday in 
the month, to commence the first Monday in June neit Interim, ihe 
secretary ia ordered to pay her twenty sbillingt as cli.irily, which is 
afterwards to be taken out of the poor-box." This in ^ufticiontly 
strong evidence of the state into which the Company had fallen. 
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upon the fort without check, and consequently a ruse 
was suspected. Entrance was effected with great 
caution; and the premises seemed, at first, deserted. 
But at length, in a comer of the cellar, shrivelled, 
covered with rags, and a victim to scurvy, a human 
being was discovered. His arms and legs were fastened 
together, and a heavy chain kept him close to the 
The English ^^^' While all werc marvelling at this 
regrain discovory, some of the sailors came to in- 

form the captain that three Frenchmen had 
been seen at a distance flying as fast as their legs 
would carry them. Captain Grimington was not long 
left in doubt as to the facts : these three Frenchmen 
were the garrison of the fort St. Anne. The unlucky 
wretch they had found proved to be a bushranger 
who, in a paroxysm of rage, had murdered the surgeon 
at the fort. Horrified, on recovering his reason, at 
what he had done, and fearing that the only witness 
of the deed. Father Dalmas, would betray him to the 
rest, he slew him also. The priest Uved long enough 
to disclose his murderer, whose ten companions had 
chained the criminal in the cellar, not themselves 
relishing the task of his sunmiary execution. 

Iberville did not leave Quebec until the 10th ^ of 

' To iUastrate the divergence of aathorities in such matters, I maj 
mention that while J^rdmie, who took part in this expedition, calls the 
two ships the PUi and Charente (in which he is followed by Abb^ 
Ferland), Father Marest, the aamonier of the crew, refers to the 
second ship as the Salamandre, His relation is entitled '* Le Voyage 
du Poli et SalamcMdre.'* In the letter of Frontenac to the French 

VOL. L N 
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AugLiat, and arrived al h'on Nelson, September 24th.- 
Ahiiost, immediately he disembarked with all his 
people, also with camions, mortars, aiid a lurge quantity 
of ammunition. Batteries were thrown up about five 
huiidr'od yard isades, and upon these 

guns were mou iirdment now took place, 

lasting from th }tember to the 14th of 

October, wheo vas forced to surrender, 

owing to hiB c tlagration as welj aa to 

the loss of severa. men. On this occasion 

young Henry Kei i great bravery, and a 

minister (November 5, 1694) it is stated tbat SM^j commaaded the 
Salanmndrt. La Potberie observes tbat Lbe &hips sent out id 1694 were 
the Poll and f-nlamandrf. Furthermore, be declares, Ihej" sailed the 
8tb of August ; Kroncenac states the 9th, and J^r^mie the lOtb {Jour 
de St. Lnareni), La I'otberie and Jercmie agree on tho date of their 
arrival, September Z4th, although Ferlaod sajs it was the 20th. 

' Jir^mie gives us a detailed description of the fori in his '"Helation.'' 
He eajs it was composed of four b^istiocs, which formed a square oC 
thirty feet, with a large stone bouse above and below. In one of these 
bastions was the store-room for furs and merchandise, another served 
for provisions ; a third vra^ us^d by the gairisoo. All were built of 
wood. In a line n-i:)! the first palisade there were two other bastions, 
ill one of which lodged the oHicers, the other serving as a kitchen and 
forge. Between these two bastions was a crescent shaped earthworks 
sheltering eight cannon, tiring eight-pound balls, and defending the 
side of the fort towards the river. At the foot of this eartbworts was 
a platform, foitiSed by tix pieces of large cannon. 'Ihcre was no 
butt-range looking out upon the wood, which was a weak point ; all 
the cannon and swivel -guns were on the bastions. In all, the armament 
consisted of thirty-two cannon and fourteen Bwivcl-guns outside the 
fort and Gfty-tbree inside; on the whole, calculated to make a 
stalwart defence. 

= Kelsey was the earliest English eiplorer m Ibt North-West, 
Mention of his acliievements will be found in the course of 
Chapter XV. 
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report of his gallantry being forwarded to the Com- 
pany, he was presented with a sum of forty pounds 
as a token of their appreciation. This youth was 
destined to be long in the service of the Company, as 
first in command at Fort Nelson. 

Iberville accomplished his entry on the 15 th of 
October. The French standard was hoisted and 
iborriUe ^^® ^^^^ christened Bourbon; it being St. 
takes Theresa's Day, the river was given the name 

of that saint. The enemy did not come 
out of this business unscathed ; for they lost several 
of their men, including a brother of Iberville. 

Some of the English were kept prisoners, while 
others made their way as best they could to New 
Severn and Albany. At the time of the surrender, 
the fort was well furnished with merchandise and 
provisions, and this circumstance induced the French 
to remain for the winter, before returning to France. 

On the 20 th of the following July, Iberville de- • 
parted for the straits in his two vessels, the Poli and 
Salamandre. He left 67 men under the command of 
La Forest. Martigny became lieutenant, and J^r^mie 
was appointed ensign, with the additional functions of 
interpreter and " director of commerce." 

But the French conquerors were not likely to 
enjoy security of trade and occupation for long. A 
meeting of the Company was convened in London 
the moment these outrages were reported. The King 
was besought to send a fleet of four ships to the 
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1 and recapture of Fort Nelson. But it was too 
late to sail that year. When the news of this English 
expedition at length reached Lewis, Serigny was sent 
in June 1696, with two of the best craft procurable 



at Uochelle, 
the Kn^'lish, the 
liite to succour tl 
for the English, a' 
pi(Ki the mouth of 
place at hand. Ac< 
anil hoth ships set sail a 



ailed three days before 
arrived two hours too 
They were no match 
impany's vessels occn- 
ire was no safe landing- 
ley discreetly withdrew, 
•T France; but one, the 



Ifnrili, wfiH never to reach her destinntion. She ran 
aj,'iiinst ico at thf mouth of the strails jmd went to 
the liottom with iiU on board. 

The English commenced the attach uii the fort 
Au;^nst '2!llh. On the following' day it was do^^ided to 
laud, and the French, seeing thi' sirength of 



iiio h.iKli'i' I'ercliance by way of ntaliation for the affairs 

of Albany and New Severn, I he provisions of 
capitulation' won' disregardcil ; all thr French were 



)i sent liomt' to Ills superiors B 
I' the b'rcucb Cotiimacdaiit. 'i 
It jsliraiied: — 






, l>i;n; 



■lU-le,. of c 



apimlalion between William Allen, ConimauJani-in- 
or .^1, Thercsc Biver. ami Siuur G. de la Vorest. torn- 
iimmiaiil at Kort York, or Bourbon, Augn>t .11, llii't;. 

I consent lu give up to joii my tort on the following conditions : — 
1. I'but 1 auil ull mj men, French bs well &a ladianF, and my English 
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made prisoners and carried to England. Possession 
was taken of a vast quantity of furs, and the English 
returned, well satisfied with their exploit; but not 
ignorant of the difficulties which surrounded the 
maintenance of such ascendency as their conquest had 
procured. 

servant, shall have our liyes and libertj granted to ns, and that no 
wrong or violence shall be exercised upon us or whatever belongs 
to as. 

2. We shall march oat of the fort withoat arms, to the beat of the 
dram, match lighted, ball in month, flags anforled, and carrj with us 
the two cannon which we broaght from France. 

3. We shall be transported altogether, in onr own vessel, to Plaisance, 
a French Port in New Newfoandland. We do not wish to give ap the 
fort till we have embarked, and we shall keep the French flag over 
the fort till we march oat. 

4. If we meet with oar vessels there shall be a trace between ns, and 
it shall be permitted to transport ns with whatever belongs to us. 

5. We shall take with us all the beaver skins and other merchandise 
obtained in trade this year, which shall be embarked with us upon our 
vessels. 

6. All my men shall embark their clothes and whatever belongs to 
them without being subject to visitation, or robbed of anything. 

7. In case of sickoess daring the voyage, you shall furnish us with 
all the remedies and medicines which we may require. 

8. The two Frenchmen, who ought to return with the Indians, shall 
be received in the fort on their retam, where they shall be treated 
the same as the English, and sent to Europe daring the same year, 
or they shall be furnished with everything necessary to take them to 
Roohelle. 

We shall have the full exercise of our religion, and the Jesuit priest, 
our missionary, shall publicly perform the functions of his ministry. 
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The French prisimers captureil in tlic C'onipany's 
expedition of IGOd suffered an inciircoration of nearly 
four months at Ports nimitli. No sooner had their 
liberty been regained than they boarded a Freneh briy 
bound for Havre, and on arrival in Paris lost little 
time in making known the condition of affairs at 
Hudson's Bay. Lewis and his Ministers, gazing upon 
this emaciated band of traders and bushrangers, could 
hardly refrain from taking imnicdiato aetion to retrieve 
the situation. Precisely following the tactics of their 
enemy in the previous year, they engaged four men- 
of-war; which Hect was despatched to join Iberville, 
then at the port of Placentia in Newfoundland. The 
Court was well aware that there was no one man so 
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thoroughly equipped at all points in knowledge of 
the Bay, and the conditions there of life and war- 
fare, as this hero. Consequently it is not surprising, 
although numerous enough, all other offers to lead 
the expedition were rejected. 

On the arrival of the French ships at Flacentia, 
Iberville took command, embarking in the Pelican, of 
fifty guns. The others were the Palmier, the Weesph, 
the Pelican, and the Violent,^ 

But Fort Nelson was not to be captured without a 
grim struggle. 

At the very moment almost that the French fleet 
sailed, there departed from Plymouth four of the 
Company's ships, the Hampshire, the Hxidsons Bay, 
the Bering, and Oivners Love, a fire-ship, the two 
former having participated in the re-conquest of the 
previous year. The Company's fleet entered the straits 
forty hours only before the ships of the French; and 
like them was much impeded by the ice, which was, 
that season, unusually troublesome. Passage was 
made by Iberville in the English wake. 

Meeting of 

the French The Pro/ond, Commanded by Duqu^, pushed 
and English p^|. ^^^ curreutfi, taking a northerly course 

which brought her commander into full 
view of two of the Company's ships. Shots were 

^ A joung IrishmaD, Edmund Fitz-Maarice, of Kerry, who had 
embraced the Church, and had served with James's army at the Battle 
of the Boyne, accompanied the expedition in the character of chaplain. 
He is alluded to bj the French chronicler of the affair as "Fiche- 
Maurice de Kieri de la Maison dn Milord Kieri en Irlande." 
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excli;u]gL-ci; but owiiig to the difficulties engendered 
by the ico, it was impossible to man<Buvre with such 
certiiinty as to cut oft' the Frenchman's escape. While 



this sk-irmish was in 
sueceuded in g[ett 
knowledge, And » 
River in sight of 
conceived, greatly fl 
and the Company's 
tlieir own ships w 
prevent the enemy from w 
rouods of shot were fired 
hope of a res[X)nse by the shi 



, Iberville in the Pelican 
> English without tlieir 

mouth of the Nelson 
3is presence, as may be 
I disturbed the Governor 

for they had believed 
e in ample season to 
ng the straits. Several 

ft signal, in the forlorn 
of the Company ex- 



pected hourly in tliiit quarter. But eyes and cars 
were strained to no purpose. 

On his part the French commander was equally 
tlisturbcd by tlie non-arrival of his three consorts, 
which the exigencies of the voyage had obliged hiui 
to fors'ikc. Two days were passed in a state of 
suspense. At daybreak on the 5th of September 
three ships' were distinctly visible; cauh party 
joyfully believed they were its own. So certain 
was Iberville, Ihat he immediately raised anchor and 
started to join the newcomers. He was soon unde- 
ceived, but the purceptiou of his mistake in no way 
daunted lijui. 



' Of the fonrth, the Gre-ship Owmtr'j L 
■ard. It is supposed t)iiit. separated fro 
e ico nnd was sunk, with all on board. 



•. notliing n 
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The Company's commanders were not prepared 
either for the darmg or the fury of the Frenchman's 
onslaught. It is true the Pelican was much superior 
to any of their own craft singly, being manned by 
nearly two himdred and fifty men, and boasting forty- 
four pieces of cannon. The Company's ships Imed up, 
the Hampshire in front, the Dering next, with the 
Hiuisons Bay bringing up the rear. 

The combatants being in close proximity the battle 
began at half-past nine in the morning. The French 
commander came straight for the Hampshire, whose 
captain, believing it was his enemy's design to board, 
instantly lowered his mainsheet and put up his fore- 
topsail. Contact having been by these means narrowly 
avoided, the scene of battle suddenly shifted to the 
A fiorce Pelican and the Dering, whose mainsail was 
battle in smitten by a terrific volley. At the same 
time the Hvdsons Bay, veering, received a 
damaging broadside. The Company's men could 
distinctly hear the ordenJ shouted by Iberville to both 
ships to discharge a musket fire into the Bering's fore- 
castle, but in this move he was anticipated by the 
English sailors, who poured a storm of bullets in upon 
the Frenchman, accompanied by a broadside of grape, 
which wrought havoc with his sails. While the cries 
of the wounded on the Pelican could be distinctly 
heard, all three of the Company's ships opened fire, 
with the design of disabling her rigging. But the 
captain of the FTudson's Bay, seeing that he could not 
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engage the Pelican, owing to Iberville's tactics, deter- 
mined to run in front of her and give her the benefit 
of ft constant hull tire, besides taking the wind from 
her sails. Iberville observed the movement ; the two 
Knglish vessels le veered around, and by 

ji superb piece ip came so near to the 

Ilampn/i ire that t the latter perceived that 

boarding waa intff iry uian flew out on the 

Hiftin deck, with ud cutlass, and a terrific 

broadside of git part of the Englishman 

alone saved him. 

The battle raged hotter and fiercer. The Hamp- 
shire's salvation had been only temporary ; at the end 
of three hours and a half she began to sink, witii all 
sails .set. When this occurred, Ibcrvillu had niuciy 
men wounded, forty being strui;k by a single broad- 
side. Notwithstanding this, he decided at onco 
to push matters with the IlamjisMres companions, 
although the Pdkan was in a badly damaged slate, 
especially the forecastle, which was a mass of 
splinters. 

The enemy mado at once for the Dirini/, wliich, 
besides being the smallest ship, had siifl'orcd severely. 
She crowded on all sail and so managed to avoid an 
encounter, and Iberville being in no condition to 
prosecute the chase, returned to the Ifuf/soii's Bn/;. 
which soon surrendered. Iberville wjis not destined, 
however, to reap much advantage from his pri^e, the 
ffampshiir. The English Hag-sbip was unable to 
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render any assistance to her, and she soon went down 
with nearly all on board.^ 

To render the situation more distressing, no sooner 
had some ninety prisoners been transferred to the 
French vessel, than a storm arose ; so that it became 
out of the question to approach the shore with design 
of landing. They were without a long-boat, and each 
attempt to launch canoes in the boiling surf was 
attended with failure. 

Night fell; the wind instead of calming, grew 
fiercer. The sea became truly terrible, seeking, seem- 
ingly, with all its power to drive the Pelican and the 
Hvdsons Bay upon the coast. The rudders of each 
A great ship brokc ; the tide rose, and there seemed 
storm. jjQ hope for the crews whose destiny was so 

cruel. Their only hope in the midst of the bitter 
blast and clouds of snow which environed them, lay 
in the strength of their cables. Soon after nine 
o'clock the HvdsorCs Bay and its anchor parted with a 
shock. 

" Instantly," says one of the survivors, " a piercing 
cry went up from our forecastle. The wounded and 
dead lay heaped up, with so little separation one 
from the other that silence and moans alone dis- 
tinguished them. All were icy cold, and covered with 
blood. They had told us the anchor would hold ; and 

^ Thus was concladed what was, in the opinion of the best autho- 
rities, French and English, one of the fiercest and bloodiest battles of 
the war. " Toate U Marine de Rochefort croient que ce combat a it6 
an des plus ndes de cette Guerre," says La Fotherie. 
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;erB were in no more 
.«; Iberville, however, 
ist described, did his 
id men with a spirit 



we dreaded being washed up on the shore stiff the 

next morning," 

A huge wave broke over the main deck and the 

ship rocked desperately. Two hwirs later the keel was 

beard to split, anc i Imrled rudderless to 

and fro in the troi 
By the French 

enviable state aboi 

amidst scenes rival 

best to animate hii- 

equalling his own. 

"It is better," he cried, "to die, if we must, outside 

the bastions of Fort Bourbon than to |)erish like pent 

sheep here on board." 

When morning broke, it was seen by the French 
that their ship was not yet .submerged, and it was 
resolved to disembark by such means as lay in their 
power. The Company's servants were more fortunate. 
The Hiidaon'x Bay had drifted eight miles to the south 
of the fort, and was wrecked on a bank of icy marsh- 
land, which at least constrained tbem to wade 
jiiiahioftiie no deeper than their knees. The French, 
Biiipwrookod yjj i^jjg other li;md, were forced to maku their 
French. 

way through the icy water submerged to 
their necks, from the results of which terrible exposure 
no fewer than eighteen mai'ines and seamen lost their 
lives. Once on shore titey could not, hke the English, 
look forward to a place of refuge, and ap^jease their 
hunger with provisions and their thirst with stimulat- 
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ing drink. They were obliged, in their shivering, half- 
frozen state, to subsist upon moss and seaweed, but 
for which indifferent nourishment they must inevitably 
have perished. 

The Company's garrison witnessed the calamities 
which were overtaking the French, but not knowing 
how great their numbers, and assured of their hostility, 
did not attempt any acts of mercy. They perceived 
the enemy camped in a wood, less than two leagues 
distant, where, building several large fires, they sought 
to restore their spirits by means of warmth and hot 
draughts of boiled herbs. 

While the fort was being continually recruited by 
survivors of the two wrecked ships, the other three 
French vessels had arrived on the scena The fourth, 
the Violent, lay at the bottom of the Bay, having 
been sunk by the ice. The Palmier had suflFered the 
loss of her helm, but was fortunate in not being 
also a victim of the storm. The French forces being 
now united, little time was lost by Iberville in 
making active preparations for the attack upon the 
fort. 

On the 11th, the enemy attained a small wood, 
almost under the guns of the fort, and having en- 
trenched themselves, lit numerous fires and made 
considerable noise in order to lend the impression to 
the English that an entrenchment was being thrown 
up. This ruse was successful, for the Governor gave 
orders to fire in that direction. Iberville, seizing the 



206 THE fiREAT COMPANY 

opportunily thus afforded, effected a lauding of all hia 
men and iirmaments from the ships. 

The fort would uow soon be hemmed in on all 
sides, and it were indeed strange if a chance shot or 
firebrand did no' ' '' '^ '' abors, or the powder 
magazine were i G«jvemor Bailey was 

holding a counci jrs when one of the 

French [irisoners gave notice of the 

approach uf a met a flag of truce. He 

was recognised as e Governor permitted 

his advance, but senu ■ meet him and ioBist 

upon his eyes being ba. ^ before he would liave 
leave to enter. Martigny was conducted to where 

the coimcil was sitting and there delivered 
damaiids Ibervillo's messi^'o, demanding surrender. 
"I'"*"^'"' "' Ho wail instantly interrupted liy Captain 

Smithsend, who, with a great show of 
passion, asked the emissary if it were not true that 
Iberville had been killed in the action. In spite of 
Martigny's denials, Smithsend lourlly persisted in 
believing in Iberville's death ; and held that the 
French were in sore straits and only made the present 
attack because no other alternative was ottered to 
desperate men to obtain food and sheher. Bailey 
allowed himself to be influenced by Smithsend, and 
declined to yield to any of Martigny's demands. The 
latter in consequence retired, and the French instantly 
.set up a battery near the fort and continued, amidst a 
hail uf bullets, the work of landing their damaged 
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stores and armaments. Stragglers from the wreck of 
the Hudson's Bay continued all day to find their way 
to the fort, but several reached it only to be shot 
down in mistake by the cannon and muskets of their 
own men. On the 12 th, after a hot skirmish, fatal to 
both sides, the Grovemor was again requested, this 
time by S^rigny, to yield up the fort to superior 
numbers. 

" If you refuse we will set fire to the place, and 
accord you no quarter," was the French ultimatum. 

" Set fire and be d d to you ! " responded 

Governor Bailey. 

He then set to work, with Smithsend, whose treat- 
ment at the hands of the French in the aflfair of the 
Merchant of Perpeticana was still vividly before him, to 
animate the garrison. 

" Go for them, you dogs ! " cried Bailey. " Give it 
to them hot and heavy; I promise you forty pounds 
apiece for your widows ! " 

Fighting in those days was attended by fearful 
mortality, and the rarity of pensions to the family 
of the slain, perhaps, made the offer seem handsome. 
At any rate it seemed a sufficient incentive to the 
Company's men, who fought like demons.^ 

A continual fire of guns and mortars, as well as of 
muskets, was maintained. The Canadians sallied out, 
filling the air with a frightful din, as they borrowed 

^ '* lis avoient de tr^ habile cannoniers," J^^mie, an eye-witness, 
was forced to confess. 
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from llie Iroquois their piercing war-cries. In one of 
these skiiiuishes St. M&rtin, one of their bravest men, 
perished. 

Under protection of a flag of truce, 8i!rigny came 
again to iloma: It was the last time, 

he sa i< 1 , that Id be preferred. A 

general assault h upon by the enemy, 

who weri.' at thei ng like beasts in the 

wood, feuding or whom no extremity 

could bo odious exchange for their 

preseiil. condition. solved upon carrying 

the fori, even at the le bayonet and over 

heaps of their slain. 

Bailey prudently decided to yield. Morrison was 
appointed to carry the terms of capitnlatiou, in which 
he demanded all the peltries in the fort belonging to 
the Hudson's Bay Company. This demand being 
rejected by the enemy, Bailey later in the evening 
sent Henry Kelsey with a proposition to retain a 
portion of their armament ; this also was refused. 
There was now nothing for it but surrender, Iberville 
having granted an evacuation with bag and baggage 
the terms were accepted. 

At one o'clock on the following day, therefore, the 
E.acuation evECuation took place. Bailey, at the head 
of the of his gaiTison, a number of the crew of the 

^" ' wrecked Hudion's Bay, and six survivors 
of the I/ampsMre, marched forth from Fort York 
with drums beating, flag flying, and with arms and 
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baggage. They hardly knew whither they were to go, 
or what fate awaited them. They were surrounded 
by a vast and inhospitable region, and a winter long to 
be remembered for its severity had begun. But to the 
French who looked on it seemed as if their spirits were 
undaunted, and they set forth bravely. 

The enemy watched the retreat of the defeated 
garrison not without admiration, and for the moment 
speculation was rife as to their fate. But it was only 
for the moment. Too rejoiced to contemplate any- 
thing but the termination of their own sufferings, the 
Canadians hastened to enter the fort, headed by 
Boisbriant, late an ensign in the service of the Com- 
pagnie du Nord. Fort Nelson was once more in the 
hands of the French.^ 

The Company was debarred from any attempt at 
reconquest, because of the Treaty ' just concluded at 

^ '^Ainsi le dernier poste," Oarneaa exclaims, "qae les English 
avaient dans le bale d'Hudson tomb<$ en notre poavoir, et la France 
resta senle maitresse de cette regrion/* (Tome ii., p. 137.) But Gamean 
overlooked the three forts in James's Bay retaken by the English in 
1693 ; one of which, Fort Anne or Checbouan, he mistook for Fort 
Nelson. At any rate Fort Albany or Chechouan, remained in posf^es- 
sion of the Company from 1693; and they never lost it. It was 
nhsaccessfuUy attacked by Menthel in 1709. 

' So strongly has the Treaty of Ryswick been interpreted in favour 
of France, that some historians merely state the fact that by it she 
retained all Hudson's Bay, and the places of which she was in posses- 
sion at the beginning of the war. The commissioners having never 
met to try the question of right, things remained in statu quo. Now, 
whatever the commissioners might have done, had they ever passed 
judgment on the cause the Treaty provided they should try, they 
could not have given Fort Albany to the British, for it was one of the 

VOL. I. O 
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Ryswiok, whicli yielded the territory which had been 
the scene of so much commerce, actiou, anc! bloodshed 
to the subjects of the Most Christian King. 

plnccs taken by tb< 1 
bj the British dull^ 
termscf tbeTreMrfti 
seen, declared tha opfr 
held byilie Hadion'sl 
vened between ths Trv. 
OQB to wliich they had 
Treaty required thonld , 



le preceding peace, and retaken 
, therefore, adjadged in direct 

France. Thus, then, it will be 
>mpany, that the only poBsesaloD 
ring tbe sixteen yesn that inter- 
. and the Treaty of lUrecht was 
i which the obligations of tlie 

to Faace.—Seport of Ontario 



CHAPTER XV 
1698-1713 

Petition pbbsbktbd to Parliament hostile to Company — 
Seventeenth Century Conditions of Trade— " Coureurs 
DE B01S"— Price of Peltries— Standard of Trade pres- 
cribed — Company's Conservatism— Letters to Factors — 
Character of the Early Governors — Henry Kelsey— 
York Factory under the French— Massacre of JkRfeMiE's 
Men — Starvation amongst the Indians. 



Before the news of the catastrophe described in the 
last chapter could reach England, in April 1698, there 
was presented to Parliament a petition appealing 
against the confirmation of the privileges and trade 
granted to the Company in 1690. 

The principal reason alleged for this action was the 
exorbitant price of beaver, which it was contended 
turned away an immense amount of Indian trade, 
which reverted to the French in Canada. 

Another reason given was the undesirable monopoly 
which caused English dealers, while paying the highest 
prices for beaver, to get the worst article; the best 
travelling to Russia and other Continental countries. 
In this petition, concocted by enemies of the Company 
envious of its success, it was insinuated that the 
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Company's trade had been of no tise save to increase 
the practice of stock -jobbing. 

To tbis the Company made reply that " it was 
well known that the price of beaver had decreased 
one-third since it shment; and that theui- 

TLe Cnituiiy selvefl, inderiiig the trade, en- 

repHeBioits couTagt y means in their power, 

being a jb relieved of an over- 

stocked commodil i they referred to the 

enormous (quantity of ired in their warehouse, 

for which, during the Bi ncy of continued trade, 
they were obliged to retain and pay repeated taxes 
upt>n,' As for sending goods to Russia, it was only of 
late years that the Company had extended its trade 
to that and other foreign countries, and for no other 
cause than that reasonable prices could not lie obtained 
in England. 

Although two London guilds, the Skinners' Company 
ami the Felt-makers' Company, joined issue with the 
Honourable Adventurers, the fate of the petition was 
sealed. On account of the misfortunes which had 
overtaken the Company, together with the presence 
of other and weiglitier itiiitters, for Parliamentary 
consideration, the petition was laid on the tabic, imd 
from the table it passed to the archives, where, together 
with the Act of 1690. it lay forgotten for a ci^ntury 
and a half 

It will be diverting, at this juncture in the general 
' " Sii or tever limes o»er," the Company saj in tlit-ir reply. 
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narrative, to glance at seventeenth century conditions 
of life and commerce in the domain of the Company. 

Even at so early a period as 1690 was the method 
of transacting trade with the natives devised and 
regulated. The Indians brought down their goods, 
consisting of beavers, martens, foxes, and feathers to 
the Factory, and delivered them through a small 
aperture in the side of the storehouse. They entered 
the stockade three or four at a time ; trading one by 
one at the window behind which two men officiated. 
Method of '^^^ whole of the actual trading of the 
trade with Factory was in the hands of these two 
officials, known as traders. None other of 
the Company's servants at any fort were permitted 
to have direct intercourse with the Indians, save 
in exceptional circumstances. The trade was chiefly 
carried on in summer when the rivers were free from 
ice, although occasionally the natives in the immediate 
region of the factories came down in winter ; the 
factors never refusing to trade with them when they 
so came. No partiality was shown to particular tribes, 
but the actual hunters were favoured more than those 
who merely acted as agents or carriers. It was not 
unusual for the chief factors, as the Governors came 
to be called after 1713, to make presents to the chiefs 
in order to encourage them to bring down as many 
as possible of their tribe in the ensuing year. 

Before the era of the standard of trade, it was 
customary at all the forts, as it was at one or two 
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long afterwards, for remuneration for the furs of the 
savages to be left at the chief factor's discretion. 
Many things conspired to alter the values from season 
to season, and even from day to day; but no cause 
of such alteration was so potent as the contiguous 
rivalry of the French. When the French were close 
at hand in the vicinity of Fort Nelson, as they were 
from 1686 to 1693, the price of beaver fluctuated with 
surprising rapidity. It should be borne in mind that 
the western country at this period was frequented by 
roving, adventurous parties of coureurs des bois, whose 
activity in trade tended to injiu-e the Company's 
business. Even an enactment by the French pre- 
scribmg death for all persons trading in the mterior 
of the country without a license, had proved insufficient 
to abate their numbers or their activity. 

The Hudson's Bay Company had ample cognisance 
of this state of afiairs, and were wont to put down 
much of the depredations it suffered at the hands of 
the French to the unkempt multitude of bushrangers, 
whom in one document it describes as " vagrants." 
La Chesnaye, who had been the leading spirit of the 
Quebec Company, was ready to impute to them many 
of the woes of the fiir-trade, as well as the greater 
part of the unpleasant rivalries which had overtaken 
French and English in those parts. One day it would 
be carried like wild-fire amongst the tribe who had 
come to barter, that the French were giving a pound 
of powder for a beaver ; that a gun could be bought 
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from the English for twelve beaver. In an instant 
there was a stampede outside the respective premises, 
and a rush would be made for the rival establishment. 
Fifty miles for a single pound of powder was nothing 
Activity of ^^ these Indians, who had often journeyed 
coureurt two wholo months in the depth of winter, 
enduring every species of toil and hardship, 
in order to bring down a small bundle of peltries ; nor 
when he presented himself at the trader's window was 
the Indian by any means sure what his goods would 
bring. He delivered his bundles iSrst, and the trader 
appraised them and gave what he saw fit. If a series 
of wild cries and bodily contortions ensued, the trader 
was made aware that the Indian was dissatisfied with 
his bargain, and the peltries were passed back through 
the aperture. This was merely a form ; for rarely 
did the native make a practical repentance of his 
bargain, however unsatisfactory it might appear to 
him. It is true the Indian was constant in his com- 
plaint that too little was given for his furs; but no 
matter what the price had been this would have been 
the case. Apart from dissatisfaction being an ineradic- 
able trait in the Indian character, the contemplation of 
the sufferings and privations he had imdergono to ac- 
quire his string of beads, his blanket, or his hatchet, 
must have aroused in him all his stock of pessimism. 

In 1676 the value of the merchandise exported did 
not exceed £650 sterling. The value of the furs 
imported was close upon £19,000. 
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In 1 Ij 7 8 the lirsl. standard was approvod of by the 
Company on the advice of one of its governors, 

Sargi-'ant. but it does not appear to have been acted 
upon ior some years. The actual tariff was not fixed 
and settled to — '- '- — but Albany fort, and a 
standard was noi i Council of Trade until 

1()95. It origio forty-seven articles, later 

increased to uiC so remained for mote 

than half a otiHtO! t, as has been noted in 

an earlier ch&ptet. pnes were content with 

beads and tojB, and i the bulk of the supplies 

furnished them might na^ continued for a very 
long period to consist of these baubles and potty 
luxuries had not the policy of the Company been to 
enrich the Indians (and themselves) by the arms and 
implemeuts of the chase. Gradually the waiits of the 
savages became wider, so that by the time, early in 
the eighteenth century, the French had penetrated 
into the far western country, these wants comprised 
many of the articles in common use amongst civilised 
peoples. The standard of tnule alluded to was intended 
to cover the relative values at each of the Company's 
four factories. Yet the discrepancy existing between 
prices at the respective establishments was small. In 
Prices p.nid 1718 a blanket, for example, wouM fetch 
for furs. gjjj beavers at Albany and Aloose, and seven 
at York and Churchill. In nearly every case higher 
prices were to be got from the tribes dealing at York 
and Churchill than from those at the other and more 
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easterly settlements, often amounting to as much as 
thirty-three per cent. This was illustrated in the case 
of shirts, for which three beavers were given in the 
West Main, and only a single beaver at East Main. 
The Company took iSfteen beavers for a gun ; whereas, 
when Verandrye appeared, he was willing to accept as 
small a number as eight. Ten beavers for a gun was 
the usual price demanded by the French. It may be 
observed that a distinguishing feature of the French 
trade in competition with the Company was that 
they dealt almost exclusively in light furs, taking 
all of that variety they could procure, the Indians 
bringing to the Company's settlements all the heavier 
furs, which the French refused at any price, owing to 
the difficulty of land transportation. These difficulties, 
in the case of the larger furs, were so great that it is 
related that upon innumerable occasions the savages 
themselves, when weakened by himger, used to throw 
overboard all but mink, marten, and ermine skins 
rather than undergo the painful labour of incessant 
portages. 

It must not be inferred from this, however, that 
the factors ever adhered strictly in practice to the 
standard prescribed and regulated from time to time 
by the Company. The standard was often privately 
doubled, where it could be done prudently, so that 
where the Company directed one skin to be taken for 
a given article, two were taken. The additional profit 
went, without the cognisance of the Company, into 
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the hands of the chief factor, and a smaller share to 
the two traders, and was called the overplus trade. 

Occasionally, far-seeing, active spirits amongst its 
servants strove to break through the policy of con- 
servatism which distinguished the Company; but 
where they succeeded it was only for a short period ; 
and the commerce of the corporation soon reverted to 
its ancient boundaries. But this apparent attitude is 
stationary Capable of explanation. The Company were 
character awaro, almost from the first, that the trade 

of the 

Company's they pursucd was capable of great extension. 
* *• One. finds in the minute-books, during more 

than forty years from the time of Radisson and 
Groseilliers, partner after partner arising in his place 
to inquire why the commerce, vastly profitable though 
it was, remained stationary instead of increasing. 

"Why are new tribes not brought down? Why 
do not our factors seek new sources of commerce ? " 
A motion directing the chief factor to pursue a more 
active policy was often put and carried. But still the 
trade returns, year after year, remained as before. 
Scarce a season passed without exhortations to its 
servants to increase the trade. " Use more diligence," 
"prosecute discoveries," "draw down distant tribes," 
form the burden of many letters. 

" We perceive," writes the Company's secretary in 
1685 to Sargeant, "that our servants are unwilling to 
travel up into the country by reason of danger and 
want of encouragement. The danger, we judge, is not 
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more now than formerly ; and for their encouragement 
we shall plentifully reward them, when we find they 
deserve it by bringing down Indians to our factories, 
of which you may assure them. We judge Robert 
Sandford a fit person to travel, having the linguae and 
understanding the trade of the country ; and upon a 
promise of Mr. Young (one of our Adventurers) that 
he should travel, for which reason we have advanced 
his wages to £30 per annum, and Mr. Arrington, 
called in the Bay, Red-Cap, whom we have again 
entertained in our service ; as also John Vincent, both 
which we do also judge fit persons for you to send up 
into the country to bring down trade." To this the 
Governor replied that Sandford was by no means 
disposed to accept the terms their Honours proposed, 
but rather chose to go home. "Neither he nor any 
of your servants will travel up the country, although 
your Honours have earnestly desired it, and I pressed 
it upon those proposals you have hinted." 

I have already shown why the Couipany's wishes in 
this respect were not fruitful ; that the character of 
the men in the Company s employ was not yet adapted 
to the work in hand. Its servants were not easily 

induced to imperil their lives; they gained 
of the little in valour or hardihood from their sur- 

f^u>^^ ' roundings. They were shut up in the forts, 

as sailors are shut up in a ship, scarcely 
ever venturing out in winter, and hardly ever holding 
converse with a savage in his wild state. In vain, 
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for tlio most part, were such men atirred to enterprise ; 
and so this choice and habit of aeehision grow into a 
rule witli the Company's employees ; and the diacipUne 
common to the ship, or to contracted bodies, became 
more and more ' "" Company's [xvlicy was 

nearly always intlii idviee of their factors, 

but it can he sho were not always wise, 

dreading equally tJ leading an expedition 

into the iuterior, Lige which might be 

gained in their des' ch an enterprise en- 

trusted to a subordinai«. 

A discipline ludicrous \ contrasted with the 

popular impressions concerning the fur-trader's career, 
was maintained in the early days. It was the disci- 
pline of the quarter-deck, and surprised many of the 
youth who had entered the Company's employ ex- 
pecting a life of pleasure and iudulgeuco. Many of 
the governors resembled Bridgar and Bailey in being 
surly, violent men, and were, indeed, often chosen for 
these qualities by the Company at home. 

Is is singular but true, that in the days ol oui' 
ancestors a choleric tenqjcr was often considereil an 
unfailing index to the masterful man. In boili 
branches of the King's service, on sea and on laud, 
there seemed to have been no surer sign of a man's 
ability to govern and lead than spleen and tyranny ; 
and many an officer owed his promotion and won the 
regard of tlie Admiralty and the War Office by his 
perpetual exhibition of the traits and vices of the 
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martinet. One of the Company's governors, Duffell, 
was wont to order ten lashes to his men on the 
smallest provocation. Another named Stanton, the 
governor at Moose Factory, declared he would whip 
any man, even to the traders, without trial if he 
chose; and this declaration he more than once put 
into practice. The whipping of two men, Edward 
Bate and Adam Farquhar, at Moose Factory, almost 
occasioned a mutiny there. The death of one Robert 
Pilgrim, from a blow administered by the chief factor, 
created a scandal some years later in the century. It 
was the practice of the early governors to strike the 
Indians when they lost their own tempers or for petty 
offences. 

It is diverting to compare nineteenth century life at 
the factories, on its religious, moral, and intellectual 
side, to what obtained in the early days. In Governor 
Stanton's time, out of thirty-six men only six were 
able to read. There was neither clergyman nor divine 
worship. The men passed their time in eating and 
Life at tho sl^^pii^g- Occasionally, Indian squaws were 
Company's smuggled into the fort, at the peril of the 

factories. ^~ > i* i r » ^ 

Governor s displeasure, for immoral purposes. 
The displeasure of the Governor was not, however, 
excited on the grounds of morality, for it was nearly 
always the case that the Governor had a concubine 
residing on the premises or near at hand ; and it was 
observed in 1749 by a servant of thirty years' standing 
in the Company's employ, that at each fort most of the 
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Iiah-breed children in the country claimed paternity of 
the one or other of the chief factors of the Company. 

To retiim to the question of the extension of trade, 
there wore from time to time governors and servants 
who evinced a i 'or adventure which con- 

trasted fuvoiiraU of their fellows. Their 

exploits, howOTBr- tared with those of the 

liardiLT race of id inn bushrangers, were 

tame enough. I ernor Bailey summoned 

all thu servants ot appear before him, and 

informed them that he Company's wish that 

some amongst them shouiu .vlunteer to find out a site 
for a nuw fort. Three young men presented them- 
selves, two of whom afterwards became governors of 
tho Company. The names of these three weiv William 
Bond, Thomas Moore, and George Geyer. Some years 
later Bond was drowned in the Ba\'; lnu. his two 
companions continued for some years t^j set an uxamplo 
which was never followed, iuid of wliich they seem 
finally to have repented. Indeed, almost without 
exception, once a fort was built the servants seem to 
have clung closely to it; and it was not until the year 
1688 that a really brave, adventurous ligiiro, be:uing 
considerable reseinblance to the bushrangers of the 
past., and the explorers of the future, enui-ges into 
light. 

Henry Kelscy, a lad barely eighteen years of age. 
wa.s the forerunner of all the hardy British pioneers 
of tho ensuing century. He is described as active. 
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** delighting much in Indians' company ; being never 
better pleased than when he is travelling amongst 
them." Young as he was, Kelsey volimteered to find 
Kelsey's out a sitc for a fort on Churchill River. 
Voyage. j^q rccord exists of this voyage; but a 
couple of years later he repeated it, and himself kept 
a detailed diary of his tour. 

In this journal the explorer states that he received 
his supplies on the 5th of July 1691. He had de- 
spatched a party of Assiniboines on in advance, and 
now set out to seek the remainder of their tribe. 
At one place it was the custom for the Indians to 
assemble when they went down the coast on trading 
expeditions. Kelsey soon overtook them, and ac- 
companied them to the country of the ** Naywatamee 
Poets," the journey consuming fifty-nine days. He 
travelled first by water seventy-one miles from Bering's 
Point, and there beached his canoes and continued by 
land a distance of three himdred and sixteen miles, 
passing through a wooded country. At the end of 
this he came upon prairie lands for forty-six miles, 
intersected by a small shallow river scarcely a hundred 
yards wide. Crossing ponds, woods, and champaign for 
eighty-one miles more, discovering many buifalo and 
beavers, the young explorer retraced his steps fifty-four 
miles, and there met the tribe of which he was in 
search. Kelsey did not accomplish this journey with- 
out meeting with many adventures. On one occasion 
the Naywatamee Poets left him asleep on the ground. 
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During hiw slumber the fire burnt the moss upon 
which lie was lying and entirely consumed the stock 
of his gun, for which he was obliged to improvise from 
a piece of wood half dry. On another occasion, he 
and an Indian wt fa, couple of grizzly 

bears. His com lis escape to a tree. 

while Kekoy, his fi', hid himself in a 

clump of high \ bears perceiving the 

Indian in the bru iirectly for him, but 

Kelsey observing tl svelled his gun and 

killed one of the ami other bear lM)unded 

towards the place from w'n. i shots came, and not 

finding the explorer, returned to the tree, when he 
was brought down by Kclsey's second shot. Good 
fortune attended this exploit, for it attained for the 
yoimg man the name among the tribes of Miss-top- 
ashish, or ■• Little Giant." He returned to York 
Factory after this lirst expedition, apparelled after 
the manner of his Indian companions, while at his 
side trudged a young woman with whom he had gone 
through the ceremony of marriage after the Indian 
fashion. It was his wish that Mistress Kelsi!y shoidd 
enter with her husband into the court, but this desire 
quickly found an opponent in the Governor, whose 
scruples, however, were soon undermined, on the 
explorer's flatly refusing to resume his place and 
duties in the establishment unless his Indian wife 
were admitted with him. 

Thus, then, it is seen that in Ififtl, forty years 
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before Verandrye's voyages of discovery, this young 
servant of the Hudson's Bay Company, had penetrated 
to no slight extent into the interior. He had crossed 
the Assiniboine country, seen for the first time among 
English or Frenchmen the buffaloes of the plain, he 
had been attacked by the grizzly bears which belong 
to the far west; and in behalf of the Hudson's Bay 
Company had taken possession of the lands he had 
traversed, and secured for his masters the trade with 
Indians till then considered hostile. 

Although the Governor hoped that the encourage- 
ment noted in the case of Kelsey, together with the 
advance of salary, would stimulate other young men 
to follow his example, yet, strange to say, none came 
forward. The day of the Henrys, the Mackenzies, the 
Thompsons, and the Frobishers had not yet dawned. 

For many years after this the Company was in 
constant apprehension that its profits would be cur- 
tailed by tribal wars. 

" Keep the Indians from warring with one another, 
that they may have more time to look after their 
Effect of trade," was a frequently repeated injunction. 
Indian wan *< jf you prevent them from fighting they 

on tbo 

Company's will bring a larger quantity of furs to the 
busineM. Factory," they wrote on one occasion to 
Geyer. The Grovemor admitted the premise, "but," 
said he, " perhaps your Honours will tell me how 
1 am going to do it." The Company devoted a 
whole meeting to consider the matter, and decided 

VOL. I. P 



2'2b THE GREAT COMPANY 

that iiuthiug was easier, priivide<l their instructions 
were implieitly obeyed. 

"Tell them what advantages they may make" they] 
wrote, "that the more furs they bring, the mope] 
goi)(k ihey v rohase of us, which wiH .1 

onahlc them to il'ortably and keep them ] 

from wiint in ircity. Inculcate better j 

monils than t tand; tell them that it] 

lioth nothing i to kill and destroy oqo J 

imothLT, that thei >y so weaken themselveaJ 

thai, tho wild ravent may grow too numerous J 

for thuiii, and destroy them that survive." If Geyer 
delivered this messf^e to the stern and valorous ohiefs 
with whom he came in contact, they must have made 
the dome of heaven ring with scornful laughter. He 
was obliged to write home that fewer savages had 
come down than former seasons Kecause they expected 
to be attacked hy their enemies. The Company then 
responded shortly and in a business-like manner, that 
if fair means would not prevail to stop these inter- 
tribal conflicts, that the nation beginning the next 
quarrel was not to he supplied for a year with powdi'r 
or shot, " which will expose them to their enemies, 
who will have the master of them and quite destroy 
them from the earth, them and their wives and 
ohildren. This," adds the secretary, in a spirit of true 
prophecy, " must work some terror amongst them." 

A potent canse contributed to the lack of prosperity 
which marked Port Nelson under the French rf(jime.. 
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It was the exploitation of the west by an army of 
traders and bushrangers. The new post of Michili- 
mackinac had assumed all the importance as a fur- 

The French ^''fl^i^g Centre which had formerly belonged 
at Michiii- to Montreal. The French, too, were served 
by capable and zealous servants, none better 
than Iberville himself, the new Governor of the 
Mississippi country. His whole ambition continued 
to be centred upon driving out the English from the 
whole western and northern region, and destrojring 
forever their trade and standing with the aborigines, 
and none more than he more ardently desired the 
suppression of the coureur de hois. " No Frenchmen," 
he declared, ** should be allowed to follow the Indians 
in their hunts, as it tends to keep them hunters, as is 
seen in Canada ; and when they are in the woods they 
do not desire to become tillers of the soil" ^ 

At the same time the value of the bushrangers to 
the French riginie was considerable in damaging the 
English interests in the Bay. 

" It is certain," observed one of their defenders, 
"that if the articles required for the upper tribes be 
not sent to Michilimackinac, the Indians will go in 
search of them to Hudson's Bay, to whom they will 
convey all their peltries, and will detach themselves 
entirely from us." 

' After the battle of Port Nelson, Iberville had returned to France, 
leaving Martig^j in command of the Fort. His subsequent career 
may be read elsewhere ; the Baj was no longer to be the theatre of 
his exploits. He perished in 1707 at Havana. 
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The bushrangers penetrated into the wilderness and 
intercepted the tribes, whose loyalty to the English 
was not proof against liquor and trinkets served on the 
spot, for which otherwiKfl they would have to proceed 
many weary '. % Bay. 

The Compi be alarmed at the fashion 

in which the sapped from its forts at 

Albany xaA. '. e Quebec Company was in 

the same plig! "d to Port Nelson. 

An associatioii ch merchants, known as the 

Western Company, up in the early days of tha 

eighteenth century, ana ntanj forts and factories were 
built in the Mississippi region. Its promoters expected 
great results from a new skin until now turned to 
The westoni Httls accouut, that of the bison, great herds 
fompnny. j,f whicli had bocn discovered roaming the 
western plains. M. de Juchereau, with thirty- foiir 
Canadians, established a post on the AV'abash, in 
the name of the Western Company. Here, it w;is 
said, he collected in a short tiiue fifteen thousand 
buffalo skins. 

From 1697 to 1 70S a series <>( throe coniinanilant.s 
were ap[x>inted one of whom now administered the 
ivftiiirs at Fort Bourlmu. Kut the post ucvor ,t.>i.sumcd 
the importance which h^id attached to it under the 
Eji^,dish rule. 

' At Alliany thtv wero surrounded by llie French on evpry side, .1 
circnmstanoe which greatly sapped their commerce. Ytt, ecu nt this 
period, the importation of beaver and olher peltries troni Ihe single 
fort remaining to theni wa.< above thirty thousand annaally. 
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There is one romantic episode which belongs to 
this period, servmg to reUeve by its bright, perhaps too 
vivid colouring, the long sombreness of the French 
regime. It was the visit in 1704 of an officer named 
Lagrange and his suite from France. In the train of 
this banished courtier came a number of gallant youths 
and fair courtesans; and for one brief season Fort 
Bourbon rang with laughter and revelry. Hunting 
parties were undertaken every fine day; and many 
trophies of the chase were carried back to France. 
Have ever the generations of quiet English servants 
and Scotch clerks snatched a glimpse, in their sleeping 
or waking dreams, of those mad orgies, a voluptuous 
picture amidst an environment so sullen and prosaic ? 

'In the year 1707 J^r^mie, the lieutenant, obtained 
permission of the Company to return to France on 
leave. He succeeded in obtaining at court his nomina- 
tion to the post of successor to the then commandant, 
Delisle. After a year's absence he returned to Port 
Nelson, to find matters fallen into a truly shocking 
state. No ships had arrived from France, and stores 
and ammunition were lacking. A few days after the 
new commandant's arrival, Delisle was taken seriously 
ill, and expired from the effects of cold and exposure. 

For a period of six years J^r(5mie continued to 
govern Fort Bourbon, receiving his commission not 
from the Company but direct from the King himself, 
a fact of which he seems very proud. 

Jer^mie's tenure of office was marked by a bloody 
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affair, which fortunately had but few parallels under 
cither English or French occupation. Although the 
tribes in the neighbourhood were friendly and docile, 
they were still capable, upon provocation, to rival those 
Iroquois who T " "nt Bource of terror to the 

Now- England n 

In Aii^at 1' e sent his lieutenant, two 

traders, and six n of his garrison to hunt 

for provisions. )d at nightfall near a baud 

of savages who h i'asted and lacked powder, 

which, owing to its t , the French did not dare 

give them. 

Heaped round about these unhappy savages, who 
loudly lamented the passing of tlie English dotuinion 
when powder and shot were plenty, were the furs 
which to them were useless. They had journeyed to 
the fort in all good faith, as was their custom, across 
mountain and torrent, only to find their goods rejected 
by llie white men of the fort, who told them to 
wait. When the French hunting party came to 
encamp near them, scveriil of the younger braves 
aiTioni,'Ht llie Indians crept up to where they feasted, 
and returned with (he news to their conu-ades. The 
tribe, tired with resentment, and exasperated by the 
cruelty of their fate, hatched a plan of vengeance and 
rapine. Two of their youngest and comeliest women 
entered the assemblage of the white men, and by 
.seductive wiles drew two of them away to their own 
lodges. Tlic remaining six, having oaten and dnuik 
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their fill, believed in their security, and turned to 
slumber. Hardly had the pair of roysterers arrived 
at the Indian camp than instead of the cordial 
privacy they expected, they were confronted by two 
Indian scorc famished men drawn up in front of 

treachery, ^j^^ lodges, knivos in hand or brandishing 
hatchets. All unarmed as they were, the savages 
unceremoniously seized and slew them. No trace was 
ever found of their bodies, which were, although denied 
by one eye-witness of the tragedy, a squaw, probably 
devoured on the spot The younger men now stole 
again to the French camp, where they massacred all 
the others in their sleep, save one, who being wounded 
feigned death, and after having been with his dead 
comrades stripped to the skin, managed to crawl off. 
In this naked state, and half-covered with blood, he 
made his way back to the fort. The distance being 
ten leagues, his survival was a matter of wonder, even 
to those hardy men of the wilderness. 

The Governor naturally apprehended that the 
Indians would attempt to follow up their crime by an 
attack upon the fort. 

As only nine men remained in the garrison, it was 
felt impossible to defend both Fort Bourbon and the 
small auxiliary establishment near by. He therefore 
withdrew the men hastily from the little Fort Phili- 
peaux, and none too quickly, for the Indians came 
immediately before it. Finding nobody in charge 
they wrought a speedy and vigorous pillage, taking 
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mauy puunds of powder which J^riSmie had not had 


time to transfer to Bourbon. 


Tho condition of the French during the winter of 


1708-9 was pitiable in the extreme. Surroundetl by 


stan-ing, blood**--— '- 


68, with insufficient pro- 


visions, and hai 


ring to venture out, they 


may well have r. 


1 joy the tidings that the 


indui.ntable En 


my had re-established a 


Factory some la 


., and were driving a. brisk 


trade wiih the et. 




It was not until i 


, the French Fur Company 


succeeded in relieving i 


oBt of Fort Bourbon. It 



had twice sent ships, but these had been intercepted 
on the high seas by the English and pillaged or 
destroyed. The Providen-ct arrived the very year of 
the Treaty of Utrecht. 

But wretched as was the otse of the French, that 
of the Indians was lamentable indeed. A few more 
years of French occupation and tlie forest,s and rivers 
of the Bay would know its race of himters no more. 
Many hundreds lay dead within a ri\dius of twenty 
stanatiuii lejigues from ihe fort, the Hesh devoured 
amongst tiie froiii their bones. They had lost the use 
ol' tlie bow and arrow since the advent of 
the Euro])eans, and they had no resources as cultivators 
of the s"il ; which besides their errant life I'orbade. 
Pressed by a long-endured hunger, parents had killed 
their children for food ; the strong hiid devoured the 
weak. One of these unhapjiy victims of fivili.sation 
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and commercial rivalry, confessed to the commandant 
that he had eaten his wife and six children. He 
declared that he had not experienced the pangs of 
tenderness until he had slain and half-devoured his 
youngest child, whom he loved more than the others. 
He had arisen and gone away weeping, after burying 
the rest of the body in the earth. 
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Lobs op Port Nblsob — Sknd 
IB TO Lords of Tradb— De- 

PISITE BOUSDABT PI B OF TBADE— LBWIS ANXIOUS 

TO CREATE BOUNDAJ PANY LOOK TO OUTBREAK OP 

War— Wab or SPAiosti bssioh bruaks out— I'briod 

OF ADVEHSlTr FOB THK COMPANY— £m FLOY MENT Of ORKSIET- 

THK Frbnch at YoiiK FOKT— Petitiok to Ansk. 

The Treaty of Ryswick' liad fuiued a severe blow at 

' Bj tlie Treaty of Ryswick, Great Brilain and Kraiioe were respec- 
tively to deliver up to each other (generally wh:iteier paijscssions 
either hcl'l hefore the oulhreak of the war, anil it was specially 
provided that this ahoald be applicable to the places in Hudson's Bay 
taken by the French during the peace which preceded the war. 
which, though retaken by the British during the \var, were to be 
given up to I he French. Commissioners were to he appointed in 
pursuance ot the Treaty to determine the rights and prctetit<ioDE 
which either nation had to tho places in Hii<1sonV Bay. Bnt these 

been bound by the text of the Treaty wherever it was explicit. They 
taighl, said the Company's opponents, have decidoil that Kraiice had a 
right to the whole, bnt they could ni}t have decided (hat Great Britjiin 
had a right to the whole. Tliey would have been coinpelled to maky 
over to France all the places i-he took during (he peace which preceded 
the war, Cor in that the Treaty li:tt them no discrolion. The followiug 
are the words of the Treaty; "But the possession of those places 
which uere taken by the French, during the peace that preceded this 
present war. an'l were retaken by tin; Knglisli during the wnr, slall be 
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the prosperity of the Company,^ by depriving them 
of that important quarter of the Bay known as Port 
Nelson. 

Although now on the threshold of a long period of 
adversity, the Merchants-Adventurers, losing neither 
hope nor courage, continued to raise their voice for 
restitution and justice. Petition after petition foimd 
its way to King, Commons, and the Lords of Trade 
and Plantations. 

In May 1700, the Company were requested by the 

left to the French bj virtae of the foregoing article." ThoB the 
Treatj of Rjrswick recognised and confirmed the right of France to 
certain places in Hudson's Baj distinctly and definitely, bnt it recog- 
nised no right at all on the part of Great Britain ; it merely provided 
a tribunal to try whether she had any or not. 

1 ** Therefore, we shall proceed to inform year Lordships of the 
present melancholy prospects of oar trade and settlement in Hudson's 
Bay, and that none of his Majesty's plantations are left in sach a 
deplorable state as those of this Company, for by their great losses 
by the French, both in times of peace as well as daring the late war, 
together with the hardships they lie ander by the late Treaty of 
Ryswick, they may be said to be the only moarners by the peace. 
They cannot bat inform your Lordships that the only settlement that 
the Company now have left in Hudson's Bay (of seven they formerly 
possessed) is Albany Fort, vulgarly called Checheawan, in the bottom 
of the said Bay, where they are surrounded by the French on every 
side, viz., by their settlements on the lakes and rivers from Canada to 
the northwards, towards Hudson's Bay, as also from Port Nelson (Old 
York Fort) to the southward ; but beside this, the Company have, by 
the return of their ship this year, received certain intelligence that the 
French liave made another settlement at a place called New Severn, 
'twizt Port Nelson and Albany Fort, whereby they have hindered the 
Indians from coming to trade at the Company's factory, at the bottom 
of the Bay, so that the Company this year have not received above 
one-fifth part of the returns they usually had from thence, insomuch 
that the same doth not answer the expense of their expedition." 
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Lords of Trade and Plantations to send aii accoiinl 

"f the eiu;roaohmeiit8 of the French on her Majesty's 
Tiie Com- Dominion in America within the limits of 
pany'e ebiiiiK, ,]jg Company's charter; to which the Com- 
pany replied, set ' ' ' "leir right and title, and 
prayinj,' restitutioi. 

It has been stal- 3;ed as a ground gainst 

the later pretensi Hudson's Bay Company, 

that at this time billing to contract their 

limits. While dispofi this for the purpose of 

effecting ii settlemem s only on condition of 

their ii'H. being able to o' "the whole Straits and 

Bay which of ri;,'ht belongs to them," 

"Tliis," remarked a counsel for the Company in a 
later day, " is like a man who has a suit of ejectment, 
who, in order to avoid tlic expense an<l trouble of a 
lawsuit, says, ' I will bo willing to allow ymi certain 
bounds, but if you do not accept that I will insist 
on getting all my rights and all that I am untitled 
to.' " The Company's propositions soon began to 
take a definite form. One of their iiiemorials is 
well worthy of being here transcribed. It is luldresscd 
to the Right Honourable the Lords Conunissioiiers of 
Trade and Plantations, and is entitled : — 

The Comi'asy's Cuims avtku the Tukaty of Rvswick. 

Tlie limits which the Hiiilson's Hay Comiiaiiy cunceive to 
be iiecessiirj as boundaries between the Freimh ;inil tlieni in 
cn.se of an exchange of places, iiiui that the Conijiiiriy cannot 
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obtain the whole Straights and Bay, which of right belongs to 
them, viz. : — 

1. That the French be limited not to trade by wood-runners, 
or otherwise, nor build any House, Factory, or Fort, beyond 
the bounds of 53 degrees, or Albany River, vulgarly called 
Chech e wan, to the northward, on the west or main coast. 

2. That the French be likewise limited not to trade by 
wood-runners, or otherwise, nor build any House, Factory, or 
Fort, beyond Rupert's River, to the northward, on the east 
or main coast. 

3. On the contrary, the English shall be obliged not to trade 
by wood-runners, or otherwise, nor build any House, Factory, 
or Fort, beyond the aforesaid latitude of 53 degrees, or Albany 
River, vulgarly called Chechewan, south-east towards Canada, 
on any land which belongs to the Hudson's Bay Company. 

4. As also the English be likewise obliged not to trade by 
wood-runners, or otherwise, nor build any House, Factory, or 
Fort, beyond Rupert's River, to the south-east, towards Canada, 
on any land which belongs to the Hudson's Bay Company. 

5. As likewise, that neither the French or English shall at 
any time hereafter extend their bounds contrary to the aforesaid 
limitations, nor instigate the natives to make war, or join with 
either, in any acts of hostility to the disturbance or detriment 
of the trade of either nation, which the French may very 
reasonably comply with, for that they by such limitations will 
have all the country south-eastward betwixt Albany Fort and 
Canada to themselves, which is not only the best and most 
fertile part, but also a much larger tract of land than can be 
supposed to be to the northward, and the Company deprived 
of that which was always their undoubted right. 

And unless the Company can be secured according to these 
propositions, they think it will be impossible for them to 
continue long at York Fort (should they exchange with the 
French), nor will the trade answer their charge ; and therefore 
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if your lotilbliips cauuot obtain tliese eo reasonable propositione 
from tlje French, but that they insist to have the limits 
settled Ijctiicen [Albany and] York and Albany Fort, aa in the 
Intituilc of 55 degrees or tharaibouts, the Company can by no 
means agroL' thereto, for they by such an agreement will be the 
instruments of their ar to be retrievetl. 

By order of th, rt, 

Wh. Pottbb, Secretary. 

Confitnicd bv tlw Oeoa' ^M 

of tie said Compl ^H 

Wtk Jidy ITOa '^^ 

The Adventurers W6i f said, not mdisposed to 

listeo In rciison. They propused limits to be observed 
by the two nations in their traiic and possessions in 
the Bay. But should the French be so foolish as to 
refuse their offer, then they woiikl not be bound by 
that or any former concession, but would then, as they 
had always theretofore done, " insist upon i he prior and 
vindoubted rigiit to the whole of the Bay and straits." 

The Court of Versailles was now most anxious to 
dehmit the boundaries of the respective possessions of 
the two countries in the Bay, To this end, proposals 
wore exchanged between the two crown governments. 
Lewis *^"^ alternative proposed by the Froncli 

rropo.'iea Ambassador was that the Weenisk ]{iver, 
onn are=. ^^.j^j^.j^ ^.^^ exactly half way between Fori 
Bourbon and Fort Albany, .should mark the respective 
hmits of the French on the east, while ihc limits of 
New France on the side of Acadia should be restricted 
to the River St. George. 
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This proposition having been referred to them, the 
Board of Trade and Plantations discouraged the 
scheme. The Hudson's Bay Adventurers, it said, 
challenged an undoubted right to the whole Bay, 
antecedent to any pretence of the French. It was, 
therefore, requisite that they should be consulted 
before any concession of territories could be made 
to the Most Christian King or his subjects. 

The Company pinned their hopes to an outbreak 
of hostiUties,^ which would enable them to attempt 
to regain what they had lost. A protracted peace 
was hardly looked for by the nation. In answer to 
(rovemor Knight's continual complaints, to which 
were added those of the dispossessed Geyer, the 
Company begged its servants to bide their time; 
and to exert themselves to the utmost to increase 
the trade at Albany, and Moose, and Rupert's River. 

''England," says a popular historian, "was still 

^ '* The Companj being bj these and other misfortunes redaced to 
snch a low and miserable condition, that, without his Majesty's &Tour 
and assistance, tbej are in no ways able to keep that littie remainder 
they are yet possessed of in Hudson's Bay, bat may jastly fear in a 
short time to be deprived of all their trade in those parts which is 
solely negotiated by the manufactnrers of this kingdom. Upon the 
whole matter, the Company hambly conceive, they can be no ways 
safe from the insnlts and encroachments of the French, so long as 
they are suffered to remain possessed of any place in Hudson's Bay, 
and that in order to dislodge them from thence (which the Company 
are no ways able to do) a force of three men-of-war, one bomb- vessel, 
and two hundred and fifty soldiers besides the ships' company will be 
necessary, whereby that vast tract of land which is of so great concern, 
not only to this Company in particular, but likewise to the whole 
nation in general, may not be utterly lost to this kingdom." 
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clingioL; liesperately to the hope of peace, when 
Lewis, by a. sudden act, forced it into war. He had 
acknowledged William as King in the Peace of 
Ryawiek, find pledged himself to oppose all the attacks 
on his throne. ered the bed-chamber at 

St. Germain, yrh) as breathing his last, and 

promised to aekno son at his death as Kii^ 

of Kiif;];iii<l, Scotl iland." 

Suijli ii promise mount to a declaration of 

war, and in a momei ad sprang to arms. None 

Oiitv>rfLi. were so ei r the approaching strife 

uf 111. «jir than the Honour, le Merchants- Adventurers. 
ETit,'innii ami Thc)' oxprcsKcd their opinion that, while 
trance. their interests had undoubtedly siitlcrcd at 

the peace of 1697, they were fur from attributing 
it to any want of care on the part of his Majesty. 
Their rights and claims, they said, were then " over- 
weighed by matters of higher consequence depending 
in that juncture for the glory and honour of the 
King." 

Alas ! a dozen more years were to elapse before 
they weie to come into their own i^ain; and during 
that critical period much was to h;.ppen lo aft'ect 
their wliole internal economy. The value of the 
shares fell ; the original Adventurers were all since 
tieceased, and many of their heirs had disposed of 
their interests. A new set of shareholders appeared 
on the scene; not simultaneously, but one by one, 
until almost the entire personnel of the Compuny had 
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yielded place to a new, by no means of the same 
weight or calibre.^ 

Mention has already been made of the manner in 
which the Company devoted its thought and energy 
to its weekly meetings. Not even in the gravest 
crises to which the East India Company was sub- 
jected, was there a statute more inconvenient or 
severe, than the following: "Resolved and ordered 
by the Committee to prevent the Company's business 
from being delayed or neglected, that for the future 
if any member do not appear by one hour after the 
time mentioned in the summons and the glass run 
out, or shall depart without leave of the Committee, 
such member shall have no part in the moneys 
to be divided by the Committee, and that the time 
aforesaid be determined by the going of the clock in 
the Court-room, which the Secretary is to set as he 
can to the Exchange clock; and that no leave shall 
be given imtil one hour after the glass is run out/' 

But out of their adversity sprang a proposition 
which, although not put into effect upon a large scale 
until many years afterwards, yet well deserves to be 
recorded here. To stem the tide of desertion from 
the Company's service, caused by the war, and the 
low rate of wages, it was in 1710 first suggested that 
youthful Scotchmen be employed.*^ 

^ The Duke of York's (James II.) share, however, was retained bj 
his heirs up to 1746. 

* *' Captain John Merry is desired to speak with Captain Ifoodj, who 
has a nephew in the Orkneys, to write to him to provide fifteen or 
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Tlie scarcity of servants seems to have continue 
In tilt! following year greater bribes were resorted t 
" Captain Moimslow was now ordered to provide Hftei 



or sixteen young 
expedition 1 

GiuploymBnt "^ 
ofScotchmBn 2nCL 
in ibo f-QTVux. 

yeai 
they dep&rt fi 
that in June I' 
cnmo aboard the v 



to H. B. Th 
:s, which he may promise 

z.: £8 the 1st year; £10 tl 
3rd, and £14 for the two la 

be advanced £3 each befo 
end." The result of this w 
first batch of these servan 
jiy's ship at Stromness. Bi 
they were not destine^ ..o sail awtiy to the Bay in the 
full numbers. Overhauled by one of her Majestj 
ships, eleven of the yoimg men were impressed in 
the service, For many years after this incident it w; 
not I'oimd easy to eiign<,'e servants in the Orkneys. 

Captain Barlow was Governor at Albany Fort i 
1704 wlicn the French came overland I'rnm Camw 
to besiege it. The Canadians and tiieir Indian giiidi 
hirkcd in the neighbourhood of Albany for .sever 
days before they made the attack, killiTig many of tl 
cattle that were grazing in the niarslies. A failhfi 
Home Indian (as those Crees in the vicinity we] 
always termed), who was on a hunting cxciirsio 
discovered the strangers, and correctly supposing thei 
to bo enemies, returned in hasto to the fort to infnri 
siiteen Toang men, about twonty years old, to be entcrlaineit by tl 
Company, to serve them for four years in Hudson's Bay, at llie rate 
£G pec annum, the wages formeriv given by the CouijKiiiy." — From ll 
Company'!. Order Boole, 29tb February 1710, 
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the Governor of the circumstance. While giving little 
credit to the report, Barlow yet took every measure for 
the fort's defence. Orders were given to the master of 
the Company's sloop hard by to hasten to the fort 
when he should hear the firing of a gun. 

In the middle of the night the French came before 
the fort, and marching boldly up to the gate demanded 
entrance. Barlow, who was on watch, told them that 
the Governor was asleep, but that he would go for the 
keys at once. The French, on hearing this, and ex- 
pecting no resistance, flocked up to the gate as close 
together as they could stand. Barlow took advantage 
of this opportunity; instead of opening the gate he 
opened two port-holes, and discharged the contents of 
two six-pounders into the enemy. This quantity of 
grape-shot slaughtered great numbers of the French, and 
amongst them their commander, who was an Irishman.^ 

A precipitate retreat followed such an unexpected 
reception; and the master of the sloop hearing the 
firing proceeded with the greatest haste to the spot. 
His zeal and obedience were to be ill-rewarded. Some 
of the enemy, who lay in ambush on the river's bank, 
intercepted and killed him, with his entire crew. 

Seeing no chance of surprising the fort, the French 
retired reluctantly, and did not renew the attack; 
although some of them were heard shooting in the 
neighbourhood for ten days after their repulse. One 

^ The name of this " first Fenian " was reported to the CompaDj as 
Mendall or MeDdenhalL Bj the French it is given as Menthel. 
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iiiiiii in particular was observed to walk up imd dow 
the platform leading from the gate of the fort to th 
laimoli for a whole day. At sundown Fullerton, th 
Goveiiior, thinking his conduct extraordinary, venture 
out and spoke t l in French. He oflered hir 

lodgings within if he chose to accept them 

but to such an proposals the man made n 

reply, merely si is head. Fullerton then ir 

formed him thai e would surrender himself a 

his prisoner there le no alternative but to shoe 

him, Notwithstanaiu| lis warning the man advance 
neiiriT the fort. The Governor kept his word, and th 
unhappy Frenchmnn fell, pierced by a bullet. N 
explanation of such eccentric behaviour was ever fortli 
coming, but it m:iy be thai, the hardships the poc 
fellow expected to encounter on his return ti> Canad 
had unbalanced his mind, and while scorning surrende 
made death seem preferable. 

It was some solace to the Company to know tlm 
their French rivals were in trouble, and that Yur 
Factory had hardly proved as great a source of proti 
to the French as had been anticipateii. The achieve 
meats of Iberville and his brothers had dime little, a 
has been shown, to permanently bettor the fortunes c 
the Quebec Company. To such an extent had thes 
declined, that the capture, in 1704, of its principi 
ship by an English frigate, forced the traders wh 
composed it to invoke the assistance of the Molbe 
Country in providing them with facilities for the relic 
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of the forts and the transportation of the furs to 
France. We know aheady that the garrison at Fort 
Bourbon nearly perished for lack of provisions. The 
assistance was given; but two years later it was dis- 
Dosperato Continued, because they could no longer 
condition of spare either ships or men, both being 
at Fort urgently needed for defence against the 
York. jq-Q^ Englanders. Owing to the enormous 

increase of unlicensed bushrangers, the continued hos- 
tilities and the imsettled state of the country, no small 
proportion of the entire population chose rather to ad- 
venture the perils of illicit trade in the wilderness, than 
to serve the King in the wars at home.^ Unaccustomed 
for so long a period to till the soil, their submission was 
not easily secured, no matter how dire the penalties. 

Finding their continual petitions to the Lords of 
Trade ineffectual, the Company now drew up one even 
more strongly worded which they presented to Queen 
Anne hersel£ The memorial differed from any other, 
inasmuch as the Company now lay stress for the first 
time on some other feature of their commerce than furs. 

" The said country doth abound with several other 
commodities (of which your petitioners have not been 
able to begin a trade, by reason of the interruptions 
they have met with from the French) as of whale-bone, 
whale-oil (of which last your subjects now purchase 

* *' This oonntry,'' it was remarked in 1710, " is composed of persons 
of various character and different inclinations. One and the other 
ought to be managed, and can contribute to render it flonrishiDg.*' 



246 



THE GREAT COMPANY 



Irgm Hulland and Germany to ihe value of £26,O0C 
per annum, which may be had in your own dominions) 
besides many other valuable commodities, which ir 
time may be discovered." 



If the French. 

possOHKcd of Hi 
give u]i whale fii 
greatly t.ond to the r. 
iheii- breud of seamen. 



Eirgued, came to be entirely 
ty, they would undoubtedlj 
1 those parts, which woulc 
16 of their navigation and tc 



"Whrn your Majesty, in - 
give iie.ice to those enemii 
so reduced and humbled, an 



ur high wiadom, ehall think fit U 
fhom your victorious arms hovi 
id when your Majesty ahall judgi 
it for your people's sood to enter into a triiaty of peace witf 
the French King, your petitioners pray thnt the said Princi 
be obliged by such treaty, to renounce all right anil pretension! 
to the Hay and Streigbts of Hudson, to ']iiit and surrender al 
posts and settlements erected by thu French, ov which ;ire nov 
in their possession, as likewise not to sail any shi|B or vessel 
within the limits of the Company's charter, and to maki 
restitution of the £108,514, 19s. 8d., of which they robber 
and despoiled your petitioners in times of jicrfect amity hetweej 
the two Kingdoms." 

This petition sccnis actually to have come into thi 
hands of the Queen and to have engajjcd hor sympathy 
for which the Honourable Adventun'r-s had to ihanl 
John Robinson, tho Lord Bishop of Lomlon.' Tliii 
dignitary, persona grata in the highest degree to the 
' I lind tbe following in tbe minute books, under dale of 24tt 
March lTt4. ''It was resolved that the Committee when chcy mee 
Friday come Senait, do agjee to wail on the Lord Jii.shop nf Londi^ii 
in order to return him the thanks of this Company far tlie care tlia 
has been taken o£ tbem by tbe Treaty of Ryswick." 
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sovereign, was also a close personal firiend of the Lake 
family, whose fortunes were long bound up with the 
Hudson's Bay Company. The Company was asked to 
state what terms it desired to make. In great joy 
they acceded to the request.^ 



^ to the rioht honourabls the lordb commissionbbs of 

Trades and Plantations. 

Tlte Memorandum of the Oovemor and Company of Adventweri of 
England tfvding into Hudson** Bay. 

That for avoidiDg all dispntes and differences that may, in time to 
come, arise between the said Company and the French, settled in 
Canada, thej humbly represent and conceive it necessary — 

That no wood-ranners, either French or Indians, or any other person 
whatsoever, be permitted to travel, or seek for trade, beyond the limits 
hereinafter mentioned. 

That the said limits beg^n from the island called Grimington*s 
Island, or Cape Perdrix, in the latitude of 58^* north, which they desire 
may be the boundary between the English and the French, on the 
coast of Labrador, towards Rupert's Land on the east main, and 
Novia Britannia on the French side, and that no French ship, bark, 
boat, or vessel whatsoever, shall pass to the northward of Cape Perdrix, 
or Orimington's Island, towards or into the Streights of Bay or 
Hudson, on any pretence whatever. 

That a line be supposed to pass to the south-westward of the said 
Island of Orimington or Cape Perdrix to the great Lake Miscosinke, 
allot Mistoveny, dividing the same into two parts (as in the map now 
delivered), and that the French, nor any others employed 
Demand ^^ them, shall come to the north or north-westward of 

^ ^ the said lake, or supposed line, by land or water, or 

^ ^' through any rivers, lakes, or countries, to trade, or 
erect any forts or settlements whatsoever, and the English, on the 
contrary, not to pass the said supposed line either to the southward 
or eastward. 

That the French be likewise obliged to quit, surrender, and deliver 
up to the English, upon demand, York Fort (by them called Bourbon), 
nndemolished ; together with all forts, factories, settlements, and 
buildings whatsoever, taken from the English, or since erected or 
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Note. — A List of the Company's principal Forts t'rom 
ItiUS to 1712 may prove serviceable to the 
reiider. They were : — 



!. Rupert, called bv the 
1608 by Gillam. 
IberviUe, July 1686. 

3. Fort Monsippi, 
tjy Troyea and Ibervi 

3. Kiii't Checlioui 
Troyes ami Iberville i 

4. New Severn or Nie 

5. Foi'L Bourbon, Nels^_ , 
liy the Freneb, 1682, acting 
Iberville, 12lh October 1894. 
and by the French, 1G97. 

G. Fort Churchill, 1688. 
7. East Main. 



French St, Jacques. Founded 
the French under Troyes and 

1 by the English, 1C93. 
St. I^wis and Moose Fort, taken 
une 1686. Retaki?n 1693. 

Luue or Albany, taken by De 
Retaken 1693. 

anne, taken by Iberville, 1690. 
York. Founded 1G70. Taken 

['or Engliah, 1684. Retaken by 
Rotakni bv th^ En-tish, 1696, 



built by the Frcnoli, with all the artillery and ammiiiiilion, in tbt 
condition tliej are now in ; together with all other places Ihej nn 
piwsessed of within the limits atorefaid, or within the Bay and Strcights 
of HtKlson. 

These ttniitB being lir^it settlnd an<l adjnsteil, the Uompany arc 
willing to refer their lossea and damages forujcrly Mistained by th( 
French in time of peace, to the consideration of commissioners to b< 
appointed for that purpose. 

By order of the Governor and Company of Adventurers of Englanc 
trading into Hudson's Bay. 



CHAPTER XVII 

1712-1720 

Queen Anne espouses the Cause of the Company— Priob's 
View op its Wants — Tbbaty of Utbecht— Joy of the 
Adventubebs— Petition fob Act of Cession— Not pbessed 
BY THE Bbitish Govbbnment— Govebnob Kniqht AUTHOB- 

ISED TO TAKE POSSESSION OF POBT NELSON-" SMUO ANCIENT 
GENTLEMEN "— COMMISSIONEBS TO ASCEBTAIN RIGHTS— THEIB 

Meeting in Pabis— Mattebs move slowly— Bladen and 
pultensy betubn to england. 

At last had the Company triumphed. Its rights 
were now admitted ; and the Queen and her ministers 
were convinced of the justice of its claims/ Peace, 

1 The Lobds of Tbade to the Eabl of Dabtmouth. 
To the Riffhi Honourable the Earl of Dartmouth. 

My Lobd, — In obedience to her Majesty^s commands, signified to 
us, we have considered the enclosed petition from the Hudson's Bay 
Company to her Majesty, and are humbly of opinion that the said 
Company have a good right and jast title to the whole Bay and 
Streights of Hadson. 

Since the receipt of which petition, the said Company have delivered 
ns a memorial, relating to the settlement of boundaries 
th^T^wT f *^^^®®** them and the French of Canada, a copy whereof 
(TL. is enclosed, and upon which we take leave to offer, that 

as it will be for the advantage of the said Company that 
their boundaries be settled, it will also be necessary that the boundaries 
between her Majesty's colonies on the continent of America and the 
said French of Canada be likewise agreed and settled ; wherefore we 
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long and anxiously awaited, began to dawn over the 
troubluil horizon. Lewis and his courtiers had long 
sickeneii of the war : and at the Flemish town of 
Utrecht negotiations wero on foot for a cessation of 
hostilities and th 
the crowns of En 
These negotia 
signed on the 31st 



lent of dillerences between 

France.' 

illy resulted in a treaty 

roh (O.S.), 1713, by which 



Bay was ceded to Great 
ct definition of boundaries, 
ich commissioners were to 



the whole of H 
Britain without any 
for the determining of 
be .ipptiiuted. 

On the news of the conclusion of the Treaty, the 
Adventurers were filled with joy. The Committee was 
in session when a messenger came hot h;»ste from 
Whitehall to bear the glad tidings. A General 
Court was convoked several days later. Plans were 



humbly offer thes 


e matters mav be reco 


mmendeil to ber Majf 


■sty'. 


Plenipotentiaries s 


It Utrecht.— We are, mj 


Lord, jour Lordship's 




obedient, and mos 


thnmble servants. 








WlNCHELSEA, 


Geo, Baillie, 






Ph. Mkauows, 


AR-ni. MOORK, 






ClIAS, TflLSER, 


Fra. Gwvn, 





, Febru 



I, 1711-13. 



' The view which Mattliew Prior, the English pleiiipolonliary, look 
of the Company's rights was not one, however, inspired by that body. 
He wanted the trade of Rupert's Land, rather tlian tlie sovereignty. 

"I take leave to add to your lordship." he observes at the end of 
a communication addressed to the Secretary of State, "that these 
limitations arc not otherwise advantagcons or prejiKiicinl to Great 
Britain than as we are both better or worse with the native Indians ; 
and ttiat the whole is a matter rather of industry than of dominion." 
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concerted for securing the very most that the cu:- 
cumstances would allow. It was recognised as neces- 
sary to secure a copy of the Act of Cession 
the Treaty which it was supposcd would be issued by 
on the Lewis, Ceding to Great Britain the places 

Company. » o r 

on Hudson's Bay, the Company being re- 
garded merely in the light of ordinary subjects. 
Without this document they would of course be 
powerless to act with authority in the Bay : or to 
enforce the restoration of their forts. Many of the 
members wished to press at once for pecuniary com- 
pensation, but the wiser heads agreed that this would 
best be a matter for subsequent negotiation. Many 
thought indeed that perhaps there need be no haste 
in the matter, as the interest on the original estimate 
of damages, already nearly double the principal, was 
growing daily at an enormous rate. 

" As to the Company's losses," says a memorandiun 
of this year, "it will appear by a true and exact 
estimate that the French took from the Company in 
full peace between 1682 and 1688 seven ships, with 
their cargoes, and six forts and caches in which were 
carried away great stores of goods laid up for trading 
with the Indians. The whole amounts to £38,332 
15s., and £62,210 18s. 9d. interest, computed to 
1713." But the year passed without the Hudson's 
Bay Company claims being taken up by Grovemment 

Under date of 30th July 1714, occurs the follow- 
ing : ** The Committee having received a letter from 
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the LoriLs CJommissionera of Trade, and they desiring 

tlieir attendance on Tuesday nest, and to brii^ in 

writing the demands of the Co. for damages 

cinim for rec'd from the French in times of peace 



pursui 



10th & 11th Articles of the 



Treaty ( t. Upon which the Secre- 
tary is ordered to it the Abstract of the whole 
damage sustained, . ag to with Interest the sum 
of £,100,543-13-9 ; wise the particulars in these 
small viilumes in order > present the same to the 
(_'ommission of Trade on ednesday next." 



It does not seem to have been doubted but that 
the Queen, if petitioned, would j^Tant the Company's 
request for a copy of the Act of Cession, in time to 
send an expedition to the Bay that very year.' 

Nevertheless, wliilc vessels were being acquired, fitted 
out and loaded with cargoes, the Company was wise 



To the Quctn'j AToil Ezedlent Majaly ,— 

The humble petition of the Governor and Cotnparv of Advefiturois 
of England trading into Hudson's Bay, sliewelh : 

That TOur petitioners, being informed tliat the Act of CcBPion is 
come over, whereby (among other matters thereby concerted) the 
Frencli King obliges himself to restore to your Miijesty (or lo wliom 
your Majesty shall appoint to take possession thereof) the Bay and 
Streights of Hudson, as also all forts and edifices whatsoever, entire 
and demolished, together with guns, shot, powder, and other wailike 
provisions (as mentioned in the lOlh article of the ])resent treaty of 
peace), nitbin six months after the ratification thereof, or sooner, 
it possible it maj be done. 

Your petitioners do most humbly pray your Majesty will Ije graciously 
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enough not to run the risk of falling into a trap. No- 
thing would be done without the fullest royal authority. 
It was not at all likely that the French at Port Nelson 
would recognise mere word of mouth. 

It is worthy of remark as illustrating how much the 
Company trusted the Canadian authorities, Bolingbroke 
(May 29, 1713) reminded the Duke of Shrewsbury 
(then at Paris) that in Pontchartrain's letter to the 
Marquis de Vaudreuil, Governor of Canada, the latter 
was directed to jdeld the forts and settlements belong- 
ing to the Hudson's Bay Company: "But this order 
the Merchants thought would hardly fulfil their re- 
quirements. They were despatching two ships to the 
Bay. It would therefore be better if his Grace obtained 
direct order to M. J(?r^mie in duplicate." 

But the Act of Cession eagerly awaited by the 
Company was not then forthcoming, or at any time 
subsequently. The Queen's advisers were in this matter 

pleased to direct the said Act of Cession may be transmitted to your 
petitioners, as also your Majesty's commission to Captain James Knight 
and Mr. Henry Kelsey, gentleman, to aathorise them, or either of 
them, to take possession of the premises above mentioned, and to 
constitute Captain James Knight to be Governor of the fortress 
called Fort Nelson, and all other forts and edifices, lands, seas, rivers, 
and places aforesaid; and the better to enable your petitioners to 
recover the same, they humbly pray your Majesty to g^ve orders that 
they may have a small man-of-war to depart with their ships, by the 
12th of June next ensuing, which ship may in all probability return in 
the month of October. 

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 

By order of the Company. 

per Wm. Pottbb, Seereiaty, 
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wiser tli!iii anybody else. Lord Dartmouth's letter^ of 
the 27th May 1713, enclosing the petition of the 
No Aft of Hudson's Bay Company, shows what was the 
cesaion. design in not accepting an Act of Cession 
from thij French r Majesty insisted only upon 

an onlor from the Court for delivering posses- 

sion : " by which m a title of the Company was 

acknowledged, and i come into the immediate 

onjoyineiiL of their pi without fiu'ther trouble." 

The summer of 111 6 cune on apace, and it was 
soon loo late to think of occupying Port Nelson that 
yoiir. But all was made ready for the next season. 
On the 5th of Jime 1714, iiiimy of the Adventurers 
repaired to Gravesend, in order to wish Governor 
Knight and his deputy, Henry Kclsey, godspeed. 
"The Comuiittee," we rejul in the minutes, •■delivered 
to Captain Knijjht, her Majesty's Koyal Conuiiission, 
to tivke possession (for the Company) of York Fort, 
and all other places within the Bay and Straits of 
Hudson. Also another Commission fr<im lier Majesty 

1 ■■ Mv LoUDS A.VD Gkntlesien,— The Queen has comuianJed mo m 
traoMait to you the enclosed pelilion of the HuJson'.s Bay Company, 
that yoiL may cousider of it and report your opinion n'liat orders may 
properly be given upon the ^veru] particulurs mentioned. In tlie 
meantime I am to acquaint you tLat the places and coimtriei> therein 
named, belonging of rii;lit to British subjects, her Majesty did not 
think fit to receive any Act of Cession from the French King, and has 
therefore insisted only upon an order from that Court for delivering 
possession to eucli persons as should be authorised by her Majonty to 
take it ; by tlii-* moans the title of the Company is avt no iv lodged, and 
they will come into the immedluie enioyiiieni of their properly without 
fiirl'her trouble." 
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constituting him Governor under the Company, and 
Mr. H. Kelsey, Deputy Governor of the Bay and 
Straits of Hudson, aforesaid." 

Knight took with him, likewise, " the French King's 
order under his hand and seal, to Mons. Jer^mie, 
Commander at York Fort, to deliver the same to whom 
her Majesty should appoint, pursuant to the Treaty 
of Utrick." 

Knight's eyes, now dimmed with age, were gladdened 
by the sight of Port Nelson, his ancient command, on 
the 25 th of July. J^r^mie was already advised by 
the French ship, and no time was lost in evacuation. 
A bargain was made for such buildings and effects as 
the French had no further use for, which had been 
beforehand arranged. "From his particular regard 
for the Queen of Great Britain, the King will leave 
to her the artillery and ammunition in the forts and 
places in Hudson's Bay and Straits, notwithstanding 
the urgent reasons his Majesty has to withdraw them, 
and to appropriate them elsewhere." The cannon 
were accordingly left. 

By Article X. of the Treaty of Utrecht it was pro- 
Rogniation posed, in Order to avoid all further conflict 
of boundary, j^^j misunderstanding, that commissioners 
should be appointed to regulate the boundaries of 
Hudson's Bay and the extent of the trade thereof, 
which should be enjoyed by each.^ But no great 

^ In 1714 the Hadson's Bay Company sent a memorandum to the 
Lords Gommissioners of Trade and Plantations, accompanied by a 
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liiisto wfLM apparent on the part of France to secure 
this end. For several years nothing was done in the 
matter, save and except the contmuous exchange of 
letters lii'tween the two ambassadors. There is a 
letter of Bolln; I'hich evinces the feeling 

current in diplom e at the time. 

" There is nothi e persistent in the world," 

he says, " than tl ma of the Hudson's Bay 

Company. We art ub greatly to see all these 

smug aiioient gentle satisfied; notwithstanding 

which we are unable to dge an inch. The truth of 
the business seems to me to be that the French are 
always hoping that their ultimate concessions will be 
less, and the English that these coucessious n'ill be 
vastly more." 

Lewis had consented, at the time of the peace, to 
name two commissioners who should give possession 
to such of the English, as proved that thoy were 
actual proprietors, or the heirs of proprietors, of those 
who had in a former time possessed property in the 
Bay. While this seemed to provide for the (.'ouipany's 
rights in a manner most satisfactory, nevertheless 
matters dragged on, and it was not until 1710 that 
a practical movement was made. On llio 3rd ot 

map in nliich they claimed that the 

line runoing from Grimington's Is) an 

Mista.isinnie, and from the said lake by a line run south-wc 

49 ilegrees north lutitiide, as by tliu red line may more 

sppcur, and tliat that latitude be the limit ; that the Kre 

come to the north of it, nor the English to the soulh of it. 
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September of that year, Daniel Pulteney and Martin 
Bladen, Lords of Trade, were appointed Commis- 
, . , sioners in response to the appointment by 

Appointment ^ *- '■^ '' 

of a Com- Lewis of the Mareschal Comte d'Estrees 
™*^**'^ and the Abb4 Dubois, Minister and Secre- 
tary of State. Pulteney was a shrewd politician, and 
Bladen had been an officer in the army. 

The Lords of Trade having made the suggestion, 
the Company now wished their Governor, Sir Bibye 
Lake, to go over to Paris the "more earnestly to 
solicit and prosecute the claims of the Honourable 
Adventurers." ^ 

Lake accordingly joined Bladen and Pulteney, and 
was permitted to take a part, though a silent one, in 
the conference. 

It was intended that this Commission, meeting in 
Paris, should have power to settle generally the 
boundaries between the English and French posses- 
sions in America. But this was soon seen to be 
impracticable. The settlement of these matters was 
too vast and complicated for the Commission to deal 
with ; and the Lords of Trade instructed Bladen, on 
his setting out, to deal only with the Hudson's Bay 
territories. It is significant that private instructions 

^ ^ It is bj this Committee desired most hombly of the Governor to 
accept and undertake this joamej and to manage the Company's 
a£Eairs there, as he shall judge most conduciye to their interest and 
advantage. Which, being signified to the Governor, he did, to the 
great satisfaction of the Committee, readily undertake and accept the 
same. It was ordered that the Governor have liberty to take with 
him such person or persons to France as he shall think fit." 
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of a similar n&ture were at the same time conve; 


to lliG French Commissioners by their Government, 


The Commissioners finally met. Perhaps it w 


a pity if Bladen's own account of what followed w 


alknved to p " - 




"(In SatQtd 


Lord SUir anJ I met Mitrec 


.I'Kstreea and 


is. Out time was spent in ' 


IwtaUvy dbool 


ing the intt'nt of the lOth art 


of theTna^n 


atisg to the houuilHries of Hudw 


Bay ; «nd at our nt 


ng, which will be to-morrow at 


Loni Stair's House, , 


esign to give in the claim of 


Huilflon's Bay CompaHj 


writing, with some few odditi 


pretty material for their k 


rvice, in case the AbW Dubois 



healtli will allow him to Itc there, which 1 fear it will nut, 

he is confined at present to his beii. 

onfess, I cannot help thinkinf! it will be to a v 
little purpose to puzzle ourselves aljout set I 
boundaries, by treaty, in the North of Americ 
the French have so eoncise a way of fixing tli 
in the south, without asking; our coneuiTenco ; i 
to be hoped they will have the modesty to rep 
Bw acquisition, but in the meantime I cannot > 
gives me no very good relish either of Iheir fric 

ship or discretion. 

"I cannot leave this subject without observing how mnc 

import^* us to be upon our guard in our American Colon 

It were to be wished that the several Govcrnnu'nts of 

Majesty's plantations would pay the i-espei;t they owe to tl 
n tru t and if those of Barbados for some time ] 

h d b d their', relating to Santa Lucia, the sctileii 
f h ! 1 French familiis there could never have t 

p t p at this day as a proof of their right to 1 

1 d 



■' But I c 

Martin 
Bladen's 
description 
of tbe 
Commission 

from this 
saying 
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There is, further, much talk of a "multiplicity of books 
and papers necessary to be read," and of "arduous 
labours" in going over maps, charts, and memoirs, which, 
however numerous, " are not to be depended on." ^ 

While this initial work was going on, one of the 
Adventurers was entreating his fellows at a Company 
meeting in London, to take note of a scheme which 
the French had been insidiously attempting for the 
previous four years to utterly destroy not only the 
Company's trade, but all the English colonies as well 
He proceeded to read a private letter from a relation 
in the colony of Pennsylvania in which it was shown 
that the Mississippi Company required close watching. 

" Its leaders are egged on by the Jesuits, and will 
stop at no bloody measures to draw down trade from 
the Indians. Their projects must inevitably succeed 
if we are not watchful." 

This was put forward as one potent reason why the 
French were complaisant about yielding us the Bay 
itself. It was but the shell they would surrender, 
whilst preserving to themselves the kernel. 

^ Mk. Bladen to Mb. Delsfatb. 

Pabis, November 11, 1719, N.S. 

On Wednesday last, my Lord Stair and I delivered to the Marechal 
d'Estrees the demand of the Hudson's Bay Company, with respect to 
their limits, and by comparing the enclosed, which is a copy of that 
demand, with the instruction upon his head, you will perceive the 
same has been fully complied with. 

So soon as I shall have the French Commissary's answer to our 
demand, I shall likewise take care to transmit you a copy of it, to be 
laid before their Ezcellencys the Lord Justices. 
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This letter from the Pennajlvanian had its efl 
upon the easily alarmed Adventurers, for they lost 
time in communicating their apprehensions to i 
Lords of Trade. 

The matt mt forward to Bladen e 

I'liltoney. " ii heartily to be wished," i 

I. o nip any wro ■ in imitation of our ind 

irlous neighbo' French, some means can 

determined upon tend the trade in furs sou 

w;irds.' 

Ill response, Bladei imparted a brilliant idea, 
siiggi.>Hted that St. Augustine might be "reduced a 
small cost," and a<lvantago taken thereby of the i 
then in prepress with Spain. Had such a suggest 
been acted upon the United States would have bt 
saved iho trouble, a century later, of paying Spiiin 
the cession ot Florida. 

Matters went on in Paris us badJ}' as could 
The English coinniissioncrs lost all patience. Noth 
was in the air but the notorious John Law and 
Mississippi scheme. The three Englishmen, Blad 
I'ulteney, and Lake, were dined and feted, and tl 
had no reason to complain of tiie hospitality of 
Court: but they became at Icngtii disgusted with i 
whole business.' The " smug ancient gentleuieu," 
' Mr. Pultesey to Mb. Secketahv Cbagcs, 



My Jjord Stair bas spoke to the llcgcnt, wlio sa 
the conferences sball be renewed wbenevcr we pltiase ; bis E: 
then desired His Ko;«ul Highness wuuld appoint ix du;, \ 
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Bolingbroke had irreverently dubbed the Honourable 
Adventurers, were not yet to be satisfied in regard to 
the delimitation of boundaries. But perhaps even 
they had less interest at this moment in Hudson's Bay 
than in the new interests which had dramatically 
arisen much nearer home. 

Governor Lake was suddenly sent for from London, 
and Bladen and Pulteney were not long in following 
him thither. 

promised to do. This is what the Regent has promised my Lord Stair 
once every week, for four or five months past, without any effect, and 
his Excellency does not expect any more from the promise now, 
though possibly a conference may be appointed for form sake. I 
have been here near six months, and have seen only one conference, 
which was appointed by my Lord Stanhope's desire. I think there 
had been two conferences before I came ; at the first of them the 
commissions were read, and at the second my Lord Stair and Mr. 
Bladen gave in a memorial about the limits of the Hudson's Bay 
Company, to which no answer has been made. I must own that I 
never could expect much success from this commission, since the 
French interests and ours are so directly opposite, and our respective 
pretensions interfere so much with each on the several points we 
were to treat about ; but that the French have not been willing to 
entertain us now and then with a conference, and try how far we 
might be disposed to comply with a conference, and try how far we 
might be disposed with any of the views they had in desiring the 
commission, cannot, I should think, be accounted for but by supposing 
they knew we came prepared to reject all their demands, and to make 
very considerable ones for ourselves. ... I shall expect your further 
direction as to my stay or return ; I cannot help owning I heartily 
wish for the latter, but I shall always submit to what his Majesty 
likes best, and shall only desire in this case that I may have a supply 
from the treasury, since I liave not had the good fortune to be 
concerned in either of the Misiseppis. 
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Kopeut'b Land, 



Thk cause of the Gyvt-Tiioi's rucall lay in the exisiom 
of ii crisis which arose thrfiuyli the vonality of sou 
of the directors of the Hudson's Kay Company, victiii 
of tho South Sea fever. 

The Hoiith Sea Company, whose extraordinary su< 
Smith Sua cess t;ave rise to a thousand juint-stoc 
fomjaiiy. enterprises equally iin-souiid and fatiiou 
owed its origin in 1711 lo Harley, Earl of Oxford, wl 
in return for their acceptiinco of a government del 
of £10,000,000, granted to a numher of merchants 
monopoly of the trade to the Soiitli Seas. 

At that time the most exfravagant ideas prcvaih 
conecrning the riches of South America. '■ If" 
was said, " tho Hudson's Bay Company can make va 
moneys out of the frozen North, what can l.>e doi 
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with lands flowing with milk and honey ? " The South 
Sea Adventurers carefully fostered all the current 
notions, spreading likewise the belief that Spain was 
ready to admit them to a share of its South American 
commerce. 

In 1717 this company advanced to the English 
Government five more millions sterling, at an interest 
of six per cent. Their shares rose daily, and even the 
outbreak of war with Spain, which destroyed all hope 
in the minds of sensible persons of any share in the 
Spanish traffic, did not lessen the company's popularity. 
In Paris, John Law s Mississippi Bubble burst, ruining 
thousands, but, far from being alarmed at this catas- 
trophe, it was universally believed that Law's scheme 
was sound, and had been wrecked through unwise 
me^ods. In May 1720, the South Sea Company 
proposed to take upon themselves the entire national 
debt of upwards of £30,000,000 upon a guarantee of 
five per cent, per annum for seven and one-half years, 
at the end of which period the debt might be redeemed 
if the Government chose, or the interest reduced to 
four per cent. The nation was dazzled; Parliament 
accepted the offer; and the Company's stock rose 
steadily to 330 on April 7, falling to 290 on the 
following day. 

This day in April witnessed a change in method on 
the part of the South Sea directors. Until then the 
scheme had been honestly promoted ; but the prospect 
of enormous wealth was too near to be permitted 
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to escape. It became thenceforward, until the craBl 
the prime object of the directors, at no matter wha 
A fever of cost OF scruple, to maintain the iictitiou 
.pecuiflu™. ygjyg ^f ^j^g shaTes. Bj May 28, £101 
shares wore quo' ' ' ~"i; three days later they ha' 
reached S90. e nation caught the fever 

the steadiest me turned gamblers. Hardly 

day passed with tw swindling concern bein; 

started iia a joint-: mpany. 

Meanwhile sevei, he Hudson's Bay Merohanti 

Adveulurers looked c th envious eyes. The desir 
was great to embark u, so tempting a scheme, am 
the opportunity to east inflated shares on the marke 
almost too great to withstand. 

But tor many weeks the temptation was resisted. A 
last, at a meeting early in August., the chief directo 
came before a general court of the Adventurers wit 
a scheme by which each partner could either retir 
with a iiioderute fortune ur remain au active p;irti 
cipant, and reap the benefit ot' au infusion of publi 
capital. 

The scheme was. to modern notions, simplicit 
itself; but that it was not so regarded by some of tli 
Adventurers themselves may be gathered from tii 
following passage from a letter of Mrs. Mary Buttei 
tield. one of the owners of the (.'ouipany's stock. 

" 1 cannot tell you how it is to be done, for tlu 
passes my wit ; but in short, the vidiie of our interest 
is to be trebled without our paying a farthing; an 
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then to be trebled again if the business is to the 
publick taste, and we are told it cannot fail to be." 

It was late in August before the scheme was detailed. 
It was explained that the Company's assets in quick 
and dead stock and lands were £94,500. With this 
as a basis, it was proposed to enlarge the stock to the 
sum of £378,000, dividing this into 3780 shares of 
£100 each. Before this could be carried out, however, 
the existing stock, being but £31,500, or 315 shares, 
was to be made and reckoned 945 shares of £100 
value each. By such means a result of £94,500 actual 
capital would appear. A majority of partners favoured 
the scheme, and the proposal was carried amidst the 
greatest enthusiasm. Its purpose was to unload the 
stock at an inflated figure, far even in excess of that 
actually named by its promoters. Had it succeeded 
Plan to re- ^^^ *'^® flotation been carried out, it would 
organwotho have doubtless administered a death-blow 
^""^y- to the Company as then organised, and 
would probably have involved the revocation of its 
charter in view of what was soon to occur. But the 
plan met with a sudden arrest by an event which, in 
beggaring multitudes, altered the whole disposition of 
the public with regard to joint-stock enterprises. 

A general impression gained ground that the 
South Sea Company's stock had attained high-water 
mark, and so many holders rushed to realise that the 
price fell, on June 3rd, to 640. The directors were 
not yet ready for their coup. Agents were despatched 
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by tliein it> buy up and support the market, and the 
result was that by uightfall of that day the quoted 
price was £750. By means of similarly unscrupulous 
devices, the shares were sent up, early in August, to 
1000. Tlw ortunity had arrived. 

Many of &.t It ; a genera! anxiety 

prevailed and ' to decline. In view 

of this change idson's Bay Company's 

meeting for Se as deferred. On the 

12tli, South Sea dling at 400, imd the 

decline continued. y was thrown into the 

greatest cxciteitieiit, and \>y wi.-i;eHiber Piirliivmenl- Titet 
to consider the ciiliimity. 

With what happened subsequently, (o the authors 
and pavticipiitorK in this cclobralcd joint-stock swimllo, 
it is not my present purpose to deal : it is sufficient 
to say that the Hudson's Bay Company was saved 
most opportunely from sliariug llic fate of its neigh- 
bour and rival. A meeting was held on the 23rd 
of December, at which it was resolved that the " said 
subscription bo vacated: and that the Company's seal 
be taken off from the said instrument." 

Nevertheless there remained one permanent result. 
For the nominal capital of the Hudson's Bay Company 
had been trebled, and it was now further resolved 
that each subscriber should be credited with £30 of 
stock "for each £\Q by him paid in." The total 
capital thus stood at the beginning of 1721 at over 
£100,000. 
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The Company had experienced a narrow escape. 
To what extent its shares would have been inflated 
may only be conjectured; but it is certain it could 
not have avoided being swept into the vortex and 
sharing the same fate which overtook so many of its 
commercial contemporaries. Its enemies were on the 
watch, and they would have proved relentless. A 
revocation of its charter would have accomplished its 
final downfall. 

Already the Company was being assailed because 
it had not complied with one of the provisions named 
in that instrument : that of making search for a north- 
west passage. It was not, however, to quiet these 
reproaches, so persistently levelled at it, that a year 
before the bursting of the South Sea Bubble an expe- 
dition was actually set on foot to accomplish the long- 
deferred exploration. 

Knight, the Company's aged Governor at York 
Factory, had long listened to the tales of the Indians 
concerning the copper mines to the north; and re- 
solved, on his return to England, to bring the matter 
before the Company. This he did, but it was by no 
means an easy matter to induce the Adventurers to 
consent to the expense of further exploration. Never- 
theless Knight's insistence prevailed, more especially 
as, besides the profitable results to be obtained through 
such a voyage, he was careful to point out that the 
Company were constrained imder their charter to 
undertake such an expedition. 
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In 1719 the Company, therefore, fitted out two 
sliipH for the purpose of discovery north of Churchill. 
Onu of these, called the Albany, a frigate, was com- 
manded by Geoi^e Barlow, whom we have 
■eputy-Governor at Albany 
e French failed to capture 
jther, named the Discovery, 
an. But the command of 
rusted to Knight, who was 
in the Company's service, 
Bars Governor of different 



nurlli-west j- .^ 

a tiloop. under 
the expedition it 
a man of great ei 
who had been for rai 

Faetoriea in the Bay, ana who had made the first 
settlement at Churcliill Kiver. 

Notwithstanding the extensive knowlcd<,'-> Knight 
possessed of the Company's business, and its methods 
of trade with the Indians, there was nothing to load 
any one to suppose him especiallj- adapted for tlio 
present enterprise, having nothing to direct him but 
the slender and imperfect accounts which he, in 
common with many other of the Company's servants, 
had received from tSie Indians, who, as we have seen, 
were at that time little known and less understood. 

But these disadvantages, added to his advanced 
years (Knight being then nearly eighty), by no means 
restrained his bold spirit. Indeed, so confident was ho 
of success and of the material advantages which would 
accrue from liis impending discoveries, that lie caused 
to be made, and carried with him, several large iron- 
bound eliests, wlLerein to bestow the gold dust and 
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other treasures which he " fondly flattered himself 
were to be found in those p&rts." 

The first paragraph of the Company's instructions 
to Knight on this occasion was as follows : — 

To Captain James Knioht. 

4(A June 1719. 
Sir, — From the experience we have had of your abilities in 
the management of our affairs, we have, upon your application 
to us, fitted out the Albany frigate, Captain George Barlow, 
and the Diteoeery, Captain David Vauffhan, Commander, upon 
a discovery to the northward ; and to that end have given you 
power and authority to act and do all things relating to the 
said voyage, navigation of the said ship and sloop only excepted ; 
and have given orders and instructions to our said Commanders 
for that purpose. You are, with the first opportunity of wind 
and weather, to depart from Gravesend on your intended voyage, 
and by God's permiseion to find out the Straits of Anian,' and 
to discover gold and other valuable commodities to the north. 

Kn^ht departed from Gravesend on board the 
Albany, and proceeded on bis voyage. The ships not 
returning to England that year no uneasiness was felt, 
as it was juiced they had wintered in the Bay. Both 
were known to have on board a plentiful stock of -pro- 
visions, a house in irame, together with the requisite 
tools and implements, and a lai^ assortment of trading 
goods. Little anxiety was therefore entertained con- 
cerning their safety for fifteen months. But when 
New Year's Day, 1721, arrived, and neither ship nor 
sloop had been heard from, the Company naturally 
became alarmed for their welfare. 

' For an account of these tabled atraiU, see cbi4>Ur ixfili. 
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By the ship sailing to Churchill in June they sent 
orders for a sloop then in the Bay, called the Whale- 
bone, John Scroggs, master, to go in search of the 
missing explorers. But the Whalebone was cruising 
about in the north of the Bay at the time, on the 
Esquimaux trade, and returned to Churchill at so 
advanced a season of the year as to defer the execu- 
tion of the Company's wishes until the following 
summer. 

The north-west shore was little known in those days, 
so it is not singular that Captain Scroggs, on board 
the little Whalebone, finding himself encompassed by 
dangerous shoals and rocks, should return to Prince 
of Wales* Fort little the wiser regarding the fate 
of the two ships. He saw amongst the 

Anxiety as , , T , 

to the fate Esquimaux, it is true, European clothing 
*^'^®^. and articles, as at a later day Rae and 

expedition. ^ •' 

McClintock found souvenirs of the Franklin 
tragedy ; but these might have been come by in trade, 
or as the result of chance events. None could yet 
aflSrm that a shipwreck or other total calamity had 
overtaken Knight and his companions. 

Many years elapsed without anything to shed light 
on the fate of this expedition. At first, the strong 
belief which had so long prevailed in Europe of a 
north-west passage by way of this Bay, caused many 
to conjecture that the explorers had found that passage 
and had gone through it into the South Sea. But 
before the voyages of Middleton, Ellis, Bean, Christopher, 
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and Jobington had weakened this belief, all Europe 
knew that Knight, Barlow, and the crews of the two 
ships had perished. Proofs of their fate were reserved 
for the year 1767, as will appear in a later chapter of 
this work. 

An important circumstance now transpired which 
was not without efifect upon the Company's trade; 
and which, for a time, gave the Adventurers great 
uneasiness. 

In 1727 Burnett had been appointed to the 
Governorship of New York. Finding that the French 
in Canada were in possession of all the Indian fur- 
trade of the north and west, which was not in the 
Hudson's Bay Company's hands, and that the New Eng- 
landers were employed trafficking with the Iroquois, 
he determined to take a bold step with a view to 
crippling the French. 

It had long been imderstood that the chief support 
of New France was in the fur commerce ; and upon 
inquiry it was found that the traders of Quebec and 
Montreal were chiefly supplied with European mer- 
chandise for barter from the New York merchants, 
from whom they procured it upon much easier terms 
than it could possibly be got from France. 
Now York With this knowledge, the Grovemor resolved 
T '^^d *^^ ^ foster the fur-trade of his colony by in- 
ducmg direct transactions with the Indians. 
He procured an Act in the Assembly of the colony, 
prohibiting the trade in merchandise from New York. 
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The culonial merchanta were not unnaturally up in 
arms ;Lgainst such a measure ; but Burnett, bent upon 
carryinc; his point, had their appeal to King George 
set aside and the Act confirmed by that monarch. 

By reason rade at once sprang up 

with the Wea icc the French had no 

f(iiods to offer ay to their liking at a 

reasLinable piit and familiarity ensued 

moreo\er in OOjj rtitied trading post was 

built !it Oswego, y y drew away trade from 

llie French, at A: .ao and St. Marie, but 

from Albany and Moosu L 

It hns been observed th;it the iineieiit bimndaries of 
Canadii ur New Franco were circumKCribed by the 
Trciily of Utrecht, and that it is difficult to determine 
preeisely the new boumliiries a.ssigned to it. The 
general interpretation adopted by the Britisli geo- 
graphers, as the country gradually became better known 
from tlial time up to tlie Hual cession of Canada, was 
t.hat the lioumiary ran along the liigh lands sejiarating 
the waters that disebargcd into the St, Ijawrence fruni 
those that diseharge into Hudson's Bay to the sources 
of the Nepigon River, and thence along the northerly 
division of tlie same range of higii lands dividing tlie 
waters flowing direct to Hudson's Bay, from those flow- 
ing into Lake AVinnipcg, and crossing the Xelson, or 
(us it was tlien known) the Bourbon Hiver, about 
midway between the said Lake and Bay, thence pass- 
ing to the west and north by the sources of Churchill 
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River ; no westerly boundary being anywhere assigned 
to Canada. Thus, Burnett's measure could have but 
Boundaries ^^® result: to make the French traders and 
between the Government of New France perceive that 

French and , , - 

English their only hope to avert famine and bank- 
territory. ruptcy lay in penetrating farther and farther 
into the west, in an effort to reach remote tribes, ignorant 
of true values and imspoilt by a fierce and imgenerous 
rivalry. 

It is fitting to reserve the next two chapters for a 
consideration of who and what were the tribes at this 
time inhabiting the territories granted by its charter to 
the Great Company ; together with their numbers, their 
modes of life, and relations with the factories. 
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flL•lli^^l^■■a Bay 'I'm acbful — Effect of thb Tkaj 

PKESBUCK — Depi op PopuLATioK — The Cbeeb 

ASSINIBQINBS— Tllti, ABITB AKD CUSTO US— THEIR NOM 

—No SunoEDiKiTiof jioKoei thkm— Spirit uoub Liq 
- EfFECT Of Intbmp^.:ancb upon the Ihdiak. 

Let us imagine for a moment that the Hudson's 
Company had held traffic with the tierce and iiui 
able Iroquois, the Mohawks or the courageous 
bloodthirsty tribes of the Mississippi, instead of ■ 
the Crees and Assiniboines. How diH'crent wi 
have been its early history ! Wliat frail jjrotec 
would have been affiirdetl by the forts and woi 
palisades, often not stronger than that last for 
the Jesuits in the Huron country, the inmate, 
which were slaughtered so ruthlessly, or that o 
at Niagara, where the Chevalier de Troves ;md ni 
of his companions perished, 

But the Red men of the Company's territories, c 
pared to these, were pacific. Occasionally wani 
deep injustice drove them to acts of barbarism, a 
have seen in the ca.sc of the ma-ssaere at York Fac 
under Jc'rcmie's rigime ; but on the whole they liai 
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marked enmity to the European, and long displayed 
a remarkable and extremely welcome docility. 

** The Assinibouels/' remarked J^r(^mie, '' are humane 
and affable; and so are also all those Indians vrith 
whom we have commerce in the Bay, never trading 
with the French but as their fathers and patrons. 
Character Although savagcs, they are foes to lying, 
of the which is extraordinary in nations which live 

Without subordination or discipline. One 
cannot impute to them any vice, unless they are a 
little too slanderous. They never blaspheme and have 
not even a term in their language which defines an 
oath." 

If we are to believe the early traders and explorers, 
the Red man of Rupert's Land spoke a tongue by no 
means diflScult for an Englishman to master. Yet if 
the fur pioneers really took the trouble to master it, 
as they alleged they had done, their knowledge, it is 
certain, brought little order into the chaos of tribal 
nomenclature. 

The custom of fantastic names for the Indians was 
long continued. More than one instance occurs of the 
impropriety with which the French-Canadians named 
the Indians. They called one tribe Gros Ventres, 
or Big Bellies, and that without any known reason; 
they being as comely and well made as any other 
tribe. "They are very far," says one trader, "from 
being remarkable for their corpulency." This tribe 
also came to be known as the Fall Indians. 
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Ji Ti'mie observed that the Ouinebigonholinij 
liiiLiirtd the sea-eoast. The Poaourinagou coi 
i,„ii„„ was inhabited by the Mifikogonbiriiu 

'""""">■ Savannas, who made war with the Hi 
aagues above York Factorj 
iuragatchousibi, while for be 
■iuons. 

uspect u commandant of on< 
of drawing upon bis imagio 
b natione as the UmghkUIyii 
Twightwis Roanu, the Oskia 
I, Kijrbetiiwkigh Roanu, nnt 



ilTLiitod the : 
u-i'li. the Nakt 
Uiio might 1 
1 Uiu Indian co 



Is! lisiigeck Roanu, 
()_v;i(:ht.ownuck Roan 
ivirhiiwguagh Uoanu. 

One of the Coiii])any's faclors rui)uiliid, in 17150 
a ti-ilio lived lieyund t.hu nmgc of riiuiuiUiins, win 
never known tlie use <•( Hrcarnis, for which iVii-son 
were made ahives of by ihc As.siniboincs and CreuK. 
declared lie bad belicld several of this tribe " wl 
wanted a joynt of their lilUe linger, wliieh was ci 
soon after birth." 

" The Migiehihiliuons, that is the Eagle Ey'd Ind 
re])orte(l Middlcton, one of the Cunipany's captains, 
at two hundred Leagues Distance; the AK.siiiib 
inhabit the West and North ; they arc reputed 1 
the Manic Nation because of the great affinity of 
language. Tlie name signifies Men of the Rock. 
use the (.'aluinet and live at two hundred and 
Leagues Distance. They paint their Undies, are ^ 
and have nuicli Phlegm, like Ficmiiujs." He 
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enumerates the Michinipic Poets, or Men of Stone, of 
the Great Lake ; but it is easy to believe that these 
two are of the same tribe. 

In the seventeenth century, the districts about the 
Great Lakes were rather thickly populated. Certain 
regions which at the opening of the eighteenth century 
were but thinly sprinkled by inhabitants, once had 
boasted numerous tribes. For when the first mis- 
sionaries visited the south of Lake Superior in 1668, 
they foimd the country full of inhabitants. They relate 
that about this time a band of Nepisingues, converts 
to the Jesuitical teaching, emigrated to the Nepigon 
country. By 1785 few of their descendants were said 
to exist, and not a trace amongst them of the religion 
espoused by their ancestors. 

As to the Lake of the Woods district, before the 
smallpox, in 1781, ravaged these parts and completed 
what the Nodwayes by their warfare had gone far to 
accomplish, this coimtry was very densely inhabited. 

The Crees, or Christineaux, were the earliest as 
well as the most numerous tribe which had dealings 
The with the Company. They sprang from the 

Creos. same stock as the Ojibways, Chippewas or 

Saulteiu*s, who with the Assiniboines inhabited the 
vast interior of the country to the west of the Bay. 
Their language, according to one of the early traders, 
was less copious and expressive than their mother 
tongue. They were deficient in many direct terms 
for things, often expressing themselves in approximate 
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plinisis, whereas the Ojihways would have an oxautly 
corresponding term ready at command. The Crees 
appeiir not to have possessed the custom of totems, 
so thul it was often difficult for members of the tribe 
lo irace tbor ' ck for more than two or 

tlirce gcnewtifi 

In their idMB the Crees and the Saultcurs 

resembled, and ders and bushrangers leamt 

gradiiiilly thftt fi i owned a mythology of no 

iiioiiu proportions, ii Bouchaw, the God uf the 

Siinltours, was known Vee auo-ha-jouch," amongst 

the Crees ; but the talt ty told concerning him were 
by ni) means clear and distinct, nur in such general 
currency. The Crees were divided into two groups : 
those inhabiting the plains, iuul the denizens of the 
woods; the latter being far the must enterprising and 
useful U> the trade of the Company. The Lents of the 
Crees, like those of the other tribes in Rupert's LaD<l, 
Tiieirm.Hie were of dressed leather, erected by means of 
of imni;. polos, scveutecH of whicli latter were required 
for the purpuse, two being tied together about three 
feel from tlic top. The whole formed nearly a circle 
which was then covered with buffalo, moose, or red deer 
skins, well sewn together, nicely eut to lit the eoniciil 
figure of the pole-s. An opening was then arranged 
above to let out the smoke, and admit the light. Such 
tents were of goodly size, commonly measuring twenty 
feet in diameter. A fire was kindled in the centre, 
around which a range of stones was placed to keep the 
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fire compact. The Crees were fond of self-adominent 
and were much addicted to the use of false hair. Their 
morals at first greatly shocked the servants of the 
Company, and in the early reports sent home from York 
Factory much stress was laid upon the need for en- 
lightenment in this regard amongst the savages. Poly- 
gamy was common, but not universal. The first wife 
was considered as mistress of the tent, ruling all the 
others, often with a rod of iron, and obliging them to 
perform all the drudgery. 

The names of the children were always given to them 
by their parents, or some near relative. Those of the 
boys were various, and generally derived from some 
place, season, or animal. The names of the female 
children, amongst the northern Indians, were chiefly 
taken from some part or property of a marten, such as 
the White Marten, the Black Marten, the Summer 
Marten, the Marten's Head, the Marten's Foot, the 
Marten's Heart, the Marten's Tail, &c.^ 

The exact number of Crees at the time of the Com- 
pany's advent, it is difficult to compute. Even at that 
time they were dispersed over a vast extent of country, 
mixing with the Assiniboines and other nations with 
whom they were on terms of peace. In 1709 appeared 
an estimate that there were no fewer than a million 
members of the Cree Nation. From what source was 
derived this conclusion is not given. 

^ " Matonabbee,'* sajs QoTernor Heame, *' had eight wiTes, and they 
were all called Martens." 
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It. riiity bo laid down as ft general rule thai all cor 
tt!ra]inrary estimates as to the population of the India 
tribes which wore necessarily founded upon hearsa 
prior to actual pontitration into their country are fancifL 
and toially unreliable. Perhaps the most signiticai] 
fact which the arkman brought home to th 

masses of his r the astounding discrepanc 

between currei ion of the numbers of th 

TariouK tribiw, "ly the Iroquois, and tha 

attestiil and cor 1 by the acute research 11 

.'jchobirs, !ind by tb nony of contemporaries. L 

1749 the Company bt the number of the Cree 

to liL- (ibout 100,000 luvU, women, and children. J 
half century liiter they hiid diminished to about 14,00t 
;dthoui;h, iu l.s 10, Henry I'an tind only about 300 tent 
full of Crees capable of t'lirnisliing less thim 1000 mei 
In this calculation, however, he did not include tb 
Crees who livcil north of Beaver River. The Croe 
were, for the ino.st part,quiot and inoffensive, and tbei 
personal appciirance not entirely prepossessing. Com 
pared with the wilder and more valiant tribes to th 
sou til and east, their carriage and deportment wa 
inferior; still they were gifted with activity, and wit] 
prominent, wiry figures and intelligent countenances. 

The next numerous tribe was the Assiniboine, o 
The Stone Indians, who it is believed originatei 

AsBiniboines. ^^f^ (^]^g Sjoux or Nixlwftyes. But owinj 
to some misunderstanding between the bands the- 
.separated, and some half century before the first for 
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was built by the Company they were in possession of a 
vast extent of prairie country near the Red River, and 
thence running westward. The region they inhabited 
may be said to commence at the Hare Hills, near Red 
River, and running along the Assiniboine to the junction 
of the north and south branches of the Saskatchewan. 
They were generally of a moderate stature, slender and 
active. In complexion they were of a lighter copper 
colour than the Crees, with more regular features. 
Moreover they were readily distinguished from the latter 
by a diflTerent head-dress. 

Other tribes trading with the Company were the 
Sioux, Blackfeet, Blood, Slave, and Crow Indians. 
There were also the Esquimaux, with whom a traffic 
in the north was carried on chiefly for whalebone, ivory, 
and oil. 

" I have often," wrote Captain Coats, " thought this 
people of the lineage of the Chinese, in the many 
features I see in them, their bloated flatt faces, little 
eyes, black hair, little hands and feet, and their list- 
lessness in travelling. The women are very fair, when 
free from grease, very submissive to their men, very 
tender to their children, and indefatigable in the gee- 
gaws to please their men and children." 

The Red Indians of Rupert s Land owned no manner 
of government or subordination. The father or head 
of the family obeyed no superior nor any command, 
and he himself only gave his advice or opinions. 
Consequently it was rarely that any great chief ever 
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cxi:sLcil, imd then ooiy in lime of wbj-. It in true tl 
tthcn several families went to war, or to the factories 
Innlc, l.hey choae a leader, but to such a one obs' 
ence w.is only voluntary ; every one was at Ubei 
tn Umvi! when ' '" wl, and the notion of a coi 
uianiliT was so ited. 

Jliiit alone to distinction; such merit 

an ox]iorienced iould boast, or one who p* 

soKBt^d kuowledgt municatioa between lakes a 

rivers who could ong harangues, was a conjur 

or li:i(l ft large fai Such a man was sure to 

rullowcd by several ii ins when they happened to 
out in large parties. They likewise fnllowed hitn <\o- 
to trade at the settlements, although upon such ocf 
sions he was forced to secure their attendance 
promises and rewards, as the regard paid to his abil 
was of too weak a nature to command subjection, 
war a mutual resentment forced their miion for p 
petratinij vengeance. 

The Hudson's Bay Indian's method of dividing til 
was by uumberiiiff the nights elapsed or to cor 
Thus, if ho were asketl how long he had been on 
journey, ho would answer. " so many nights." Frc 
I he nocturnal division he proceeded to lunar 
monthly reckoning, twelve to a year, all of thi 
moons being symbolical of some remarkable event 
appearance. 

Their method of computing numbers was al'stn: 
they reckoning chieHy by decades: two-tens, three-te 
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ten-tens. A few units over or under were added or 
subtracted, thirty-two being three-tens and two over. 
If they reckoned any large number a skin or stick was 
laid down for ever^ ten. and afterwards tied in a 
bundle for the aggregate. 

The servants of the Company were not a little 
astonished at the wonderful intuition of the Indian, 
Intelligence ^hich enabled him to forego the advantage to 
of the be derived from a compass, and yet rarely 

Indi&ns. • . • — -. - . 

to miss his way. The trees, he knew, were 
all bent to the south, and the branches on that side 
were larger and stronger than on the north, as was also 
the moss. When he wished to apprise his women of 
the spot where the game was killed, he broke off 
branches here and there, laying them in the path with 
their ends pointed in the requisite direction. 

In winter, when the braves went abroad they rubbed 
themselves all over with bear's grease or beaver oil, 
treating in this fashion, too, the fiirs they wore. 

" They use," says one trader, " no milk from the tune 
they are weaned, and they all hate to taste Cheese, 
having taken up an opinion that it was made of Dead 
Men's Fat." They were fond of prunes and raisins, and 
would give a beaver skin for twelve of them to carry 
to their children, and also for a Jew's-harp or a tin 
trumpet. They were great admirers of pictures or 
prints, giving a beaver for bad prints, and "all toys 
were jewels to them." 

A trader at a little later period writes: "Having 
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Ijccu t'ortunate enough to administer niediiial relief 
oDi; (if these Indians during their stay, I came to 
considered as a. pliysieian, and found that was 
chaiiii'ter held in high veneration," and goes on to a 
that thwT g-*'-"---^- 1,1 credulity as to drugs a 
J em to gross deceptions on t 
I Hudson's Bay Company. 
m that he had been at the B 
lere purchased a quantity 
lid allow his visitor to inspe 
1 a bag containing numerc 
ke found tumps of whits sug 



uoRtnimallMI 
part of tKe i^ 
of tlio chiefs im 
the yoar befor 
tiieiiieines which 
Accordingly, ho i 
small papers, in wbici 



grains of coffee, pepper, allsinee, cloves, tea, nutme 
ginger, and other things of the kind, sold as spccit 
against evil spirits and against the dangers of batt 
These compounds were said to give power over encnii 
particularly tlie wliite bear, of which the Indians 
those latitudes were much afraid ; <.ithcrs were infallil 
against ban'onni'ss in women, against ditHciilt lab"- 
and against a variety of other afflictions. 

It is related that some Indians, who were eniphiy 
in the vicinity of York Factory in a goose hunt, wi 
«iiimrHtitioii ^" influeuccd by superstition that they Hru 
of the believed the devil, with hideous howHn 

frequented their tent every night, Th 
came in a most dejected state to the factory and relat 
a lamentable tale to the Governor, setting forth wi 
much pathos the distress ihey were being subjected 
by his Siitanic Majesty. So overcome were they tl' 
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they kept large fires burDing all night, sleeping only in 
the day-time. One of the Red men declared that he 
had discharged his gun at the monster, but unluckily 
missed. The devil was described as of human shape, 
with a capacity for enormous strides. The Governor 
treated the victims to a little brandy, and as if by 
magic their courage rose. Investigation that same 
night disclosed that Satan was neither more nor less 
than a huge night-owL 

The same trader also declares he foimd a number of 
small prints, such as in England were commonly sold 
to children, but which amongst the Indians were each 
transformed into a talisman for the cure of some evil or 
for procuring some delight. He even gives the mottoes 
on some of these, and their specific uses : No. 1 — " A 
sailor kissing his mistress on his return from sea." 
This worn about the person of a gallant attracted, 
though concealed, the aifections of the sex ! No. 2 — 
'' A soldier in arms." Such a talisman poured a senti- 
ment of valour into its possessor and gave him the 
strength of a giant ! 

It was alleged that by means of such commodities 
many customers were secured to the Company, nor is 
there reason to doubt it. '' Even those Indians who 
shortened their voyage by dealing with us, sent forward 
one canoe laden with beaver skins to purchase articles 
of this kind at Cumberland House." Henry says that 
he was wise enough not to dispute their value. 

As time went on the Indians began to relinquish 
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iiianj (if the habits and customs, and even the appi 
ance they presented, before the advent of the w^ 
triiders. Being in constant commimicaiion with 
fiictoiues, they became semi-civilised, and took on ui 
iif tlie outer Ci sties of the European. T 

LirouL^ht in year ear the spoils of the chase 

KtricL confidence, .hwe exchanged them for 

iii-'ce.ssiiries of li h they no longer provided 

themselves. To lents and purposes the tri 

wiMu ill the pay of Company, or lived upon tl 

bouiily. It was, t fore, to be expected that 
Mri!;inality would be lost amongst them. 

The principal things necessary for the support i 
satisfaction of the Indian and his family in tlie lu'u] 
of the eighteenth century wore : a gun, liatcihet, 
ehisd, liibaeoo, knives, fik's, flints, powder and si 
a jKjwdcr horn, a bayonet, a kettle, cloth, beads, &c. 

It was early found that alcohiil was a very danger 
element to introduce amongst the savages. Talon 1 
pi'esented the unhappy colony of New France wit 
statute removing all the penalties anil ordinances 
which jiLstieu and the authorities had made use 
repress the disorders caused by the too great (juan 
of liquor given to the Indians. 

The inclination of the Indians for intoxication, it 
pointed out to Colbert by an ecclesiastic who sought 
alter the condition of affairs, is much stronger than t 
of the people of Europe. They have, urged lie, grei 
weakness in resisting it, " Tf in a bonrgade there 
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liquor freely accessible to the Indians, they usually all 
become intoxicated — old, young, great and small, 
women and children, so that there is hardly one left 
sober. If there were liquor suflScient to last two days, 
drunkenness invariably continued two days. If enough 
for a week, it would last a week; if for a month, it 
would last a month. This," said the good priest, " is 
what we do not see in Europe — a whole city get drunk, 
nor see it continue in that state for weeks and months." 
Liking of the ^^ ^^J readily be perceived that those who 
Indians for wished to Strike a bargain favourable to 
"^"'' themselves with the Indians, had only to 

resort to liquor, and by that means, without regard to 
their own salvation or that of the savages, could gene- 
rally procure what they desired at a small expenditure. 

An Indian, it was said early in the next century, 
would barter away all his furs, nay, even leave himself 
without a rag to cover his nakedness, in exchange for 
that " vile, unwholesome stuff called English brandy." 

The Company in England having decided not to 
employ liquor in its traffic with the Indians, the 
temptation was strong upon Colbert and the French 
to resort to it. At one of its meetings, in 1685, the 
Company listened to a paper describing the methods 
in vogue by the French traders at the important post 
of Tadousac. At this fort or factory, for more than 
twenty years previously, it was the custom to allow an 
Indian a quart of wine ; this fluid, although it boasted 
such a title, hardly merited it. It was composed of 
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one part of brandy to five parts of water ; a proportion 
which fluctuated, it is true, but chiefly in respect of 
more water. To this more or less fiery liquid was given 
at a little later date the name " high wine " ; and high 
wine figured largely in the dealings of both French and 
English with the Indians for more than two centuries. 
If an Indian desired more than the regulation quart, 

i| he was put off until another time. The necessary 

moderation was thus secured, and the trade suffered no 
injury. Colbert expressed himself as afraid that if the 
Quebec Company did not employ liquor the Indians 
would carry their beavers to the Dutch. He need not, 

ji however, have troubled himself with this apprehension, 

as it was the Iroquois alone who could go there, and the 
French of Quebec did small trade with this hostile 
nation. It was asserted that the French would not 
lose five himdred skins a year by preserving the 
moderation necessary for Christianity, and the good 
morality of the colony. 

]'| Excess of liquor frequently made Europeans merry 

and gay; on the Indian, however, it had a contrary 
effect. Under its influence he recalled his departed 
friends and relations, lamenting their death with abun- 
dance of tears. Should he bo near their graves he 
would often resort thither and weep copiously. Others 
would join the chorus in a song, even though quite 
unable to hold up their heads. It was not uncommon 
for them to roll about their tents in a fit of frenzy, 
frequently falling into the blazing fire. Quarrelling 
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then was common ; an ancient disagreement, long for- 
gotten, being revived. The chiefs had often the 
prudence, when matters were going this way, to order 
Effect of in- *'^® womcn to rcmovc all offensive weapons 
toxicationon out of the tent. But onc very effective 

the IndiaiiB. ,-, . .1 .•n • 1 

weapon, the teeth, still remamed; nor was 
it imusual to see several braves the next morning 
lacking a nose, an ear, or a finger. In affrays such as 
these, no respect whatever was paid to the ties of blood, 
brothers and sisters often fighting with great spirit and 
animosity. At the conclusion of one convivial en- 
coimter early in the eighteenth century, an Indian 
entered York Factory one morning and desired to be 
admitted to the surgeon. He was conducted to the 
surgeon's room; he saluted its inmate in broken 
English, with " Look here, man ; here my nose," at the 
same time holding out his palm, which contained that 
desirable facial adjimct, which he, having a mighty 
opinion of the faculty, desired the surgeon to restore. 
The man's nephew had, it seems, bit it off; he declared 
he felt no pain, nor was he sensible of his loss till awak- 
ing the next morning he found the nose lying by his 
side. 
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Thk Lribes to the wosl. of the Ray led an ernui 
They were, at t-his early period, entirely w 
liorses. ami their ciistnni it was never to remain 
.1 fortnight in i>iie spot, unlesH plenty of f:;aiiie 
discovered. 

When they had encamped, and their lodge? 
bnili, they dispersed to liuni, meeting in the e" 
when they had procured enough to Tiiaintaui 
during the day. tt was not their habit ti» 
moi-e than threu nt four miles from their lodgi 
when scarcity of game was eucoimtered they 
remove a league or two farther ott'. In this f 
they traversed the whole forest riginn. hardly n 
a single day, fair or foul, winter or summer; but 
constantly employed in some kind of chase. 

The Indians were ruthless slaughterers of anir 
the earliest period at whieli they were known 
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servants of the Company. Whether they chanced to 
be under the pinch of necessity or enjoying themselves 
The Indians in all the happincss of health and plenty, 
as hunters, j^ ^^^ their policy to slay all they could. 
They boasted a maxim that the " more they killed the 
more they had to kill." Such an opinion, although 
opposed to reason and common sense, was clung to by 
them with great pertinacity. The results of this indis- 
criminate slaughter were obvious ; and to such a pitch 
of destitution were the tribes often brought that canni- 
balism was not infrequent amongst them. 

The species of game, such as marten, squirrel, and 
ermine, got by traps and snares, was generally the prey 
of the women and children. When the men had slain 
their elks, deer, buffalo, or foxes, they left each where 
it fell, leaving the squaws to fetch it to the lodges the 
next day, but taking care to cut off the titbits or tender 
morsels for their own immediate pleasure. 

A great part of the factory provisions consisted of 
geese killed by the Indians. For this purpose the 
factors supplied powder and shot, allowing the value of 
a beaver skin for every ton geese killed. Accordingly, 
after the Indian had got his supply, he set off from his 
tent early in the morning into the marshes, where he 
sat himself down with great patience, difficult of imita- 
tion by the Company's men, and there, sheltered by 
willows, waited for the geese. These were shot flying, 
and so dexterous were the braves at this sport that a 
good hunter would kiU, in times of plenty, fifty or 
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sixty a day. Few Europeaiui were able to endure the 
cold, hunger, and adversity which often marked these 
excursions. 

The nations coming from a distance to York Factory 
were wont to assemble in May at Lake Winnip^ to 
the number of several thousand men. The chief 
Meet'oiat would dcHver a harangue, representing their 
Uie wants, and counselling the young men to 

""»p«8- Qxeri themselves to the utmost to reach the 
furt with alt their skins and to secure good terms from 
the Coiiipany. Each family then made a feast, in the 
course of which they fixed upon those of their number 
who were to undertake the journey. During the 
progress of the wassail which then reigned it was 
customary for speeches to be made, new alliances to be 
formed and old ones strengthened. The morrow was 
spent in building the birch-bark canoes, in which the 
northern tribes exhibited great proficiency ; and being 
at last ready for the voyage, the leaders of the expe- 
dition were chosen, and a start was made. 

It was never exactly ascertained how many actually 
participated in these trading expeditions ; the number 
was regulated by the circumstance of the tribes being 
at peace or at war, and also whether disease raged 
amongst them. It may be taken, roi^hly speaking, 
that six hundred canoes containing one thousand 
persons, not counting women, came down annually to 
York Factory with furs to trade. 

Ho regularity marked their voyage, each striving to 



J 



DIFFICULTIES OF THE JOURNEY 293 

bo foremost, because those in the vanguard had the 
best chance of procuring food. During the voyage each 
leader canvassed, with all manner of art and diligence, 
for braves to join his party. Some were influenced by 
presents, and others by promises ; for the more canoes 
each petty leader had imder his command the greater 
he appeared at the factory. 

Throughout their journey the Indians were obliged 
to go ashore for several hours daily, which caused great 
delay in their progress. Their canoes were small, 
Difficulties holding only two men and a pack of one 
of the hundred beaver skins, with not much room 

journey. ^^^ provisions. Had their canoes been larger 
their voyages would undoubtedly have been less pro- 
tracted, and each would have been able to transport a 
greater cargo. Often great numbers of skins were 
left behind. 

A good hunter of these nations could kill six him- 
dred beavers in the course of a season ; he could carry 
down to the factory rarely more than one hundred, 
using the remainder at home in various ways. Some- 
times he himg them upon branches of trees by way 
of votive oflfering upon the death of a child or near 
relation ; often they were utilised as bedding and bed 
coverings; occasionally the fur was burnt off, and the 
carcase roasted whole for food at banquets. 

These annual journeys were beset by much hardship 
and suffering even at the best of times ; and concern- 
ing this the testimony of at least one Governor is 
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significant. " While," said he, " it is the duty of every 
one of the Company's servants to encourage a spirit 
of industry among the natives, and to use every means 
in their power to induce them to procure furs and 
other commodities for trade ... at the same time, 
it must be confessed that such conduct is by no means 
for the real benefit of the poor Indians ; it being well 
known that those who have the least intercourse with 
the factories are by far the happiest. ... It is true 
that there are few Indians but have once in their lives, 
at least, visited the fort, and the hardships and dangers 
which most of them experienced on those occasions 
have left such a lasting impression on their minds, that 
nothing can induce them to repeat their visits.*' 

Arriving near the end of such annual journey to 
the forts, they all put ashore ; the women going into 
the woods to gather pine-brush for the bottom of the 
tents, while the leaders smoked together and arranged 
the procession to the factory. This settled, they re- 
embarked, and soon after arrived before the post of 
the Company ; if there happened to be but one captain, 
his situation was in the centre of all the canoes; if 
more than one, they placed themselves at the wings, 
their canoes being distinguished by a small flag hoisted 
on a stick and placed astern. When within two hun- 
dred yards of the palisade, they discharged their 
fowling-pieces by way of comphment to the Governor, 
who returned the salute by letting off two or three 
small cannon. The men of the tribe seldom concerned 
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themselves with taking out the bundles, but occa- 
sionally the younger ones condescended to assist the 
women. 

By such means the factor being informed that the 
Indians had arrived, a trader was sent to introduce 
their leaders into the fort. Chairs were placed in 
the trading-room for the visitors, and pipes handed 
in. During the first part of the ceremony the leader 
puffed great clouds of smoke, but said little; but 
ArriTRiat whcu the tobacco in the bowl became low, 
the Fort. Yie grow morc talkative. Fixing his eyes 
immovably on the ground, he informed the factors how 
many canoes he had brought, and what tribes he had 
seen ; he inquired after the health of his hosts, and de- 
clared his pleasure at seeing them. When this speech 
was concluded the Governor bade the chief and his 
party welcome, informing him that he had good goods 
and plenty, that he loved the Indians, and they might 
coimt upon his kindness to them. The pipe was then 
removed, and the conversation became general. 

During this visit the chief was newly apparelled at 
the Company's expense, being furnished with a coarse 
cloth coat, red or blue, lined with baize, with white 
regimental cutis; a waistcoat and breeches of baize. 
This suit was neatly ornamented with orris lace. Ue 
was likewise presented with a white or checked cotton 
shirt, stockings of yam, one red and the other blue, 
and tied below the knee with worsted garters; his 
moccasins were sometimes put on over these, but he as 
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often walked away in his bare feet. His hat was of 
coarse felt, bedecked with three ostrich feathers of 
various colours. A worsted sash was fastened to the 
crown, a small silk handkerchief drawn about his neck ; 
and thus attired, the chief strutted up and down in a 
state of boundless delight. • 

The second in command now claimed attention. He 
was given an unlined coat, and a shirt and a cap such 
as was worn by sailors of the period. The guests 
having been thus equipped, such highly esteemed 
luxuries as bread and prunes were forthcoming and set 
before the chief; of which confections he took care to 
jl fill his pockets before they were carried out. Follow- 

ing these came a two-gallon keg of brandy, pipes and 
tobacco for the chief and his followers. 

It was now high time to think of returning to the 
camp, but this exit was not to be undertaken without 
further marks of the favour and esteem in which the 
chief was held by the Company. His conduct froni 
the fort was a ceremony of state. In front were borne 
a halberd and ensign ; next came a drummer beating a 
march, followed by several of the factory servants bear- 
ing bread, prunes, pipes, tobacco, brandy, &c. Next 
came the " King," " Captain," or chief, with stately tread 
and erect, smoking his pipe and conversing with the 
factors at his side. Afterwards followed the " Lieu- 
tenant," " Prince," relative or friend, who had accom- 
panied the chief. 

The tent was found ready for their reception ; having 
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been stxewn with clean pine-brush, and beaver coats 
placed for them to sit upon. The brandy was deposited 
on the ground, and the chief gave orders for its dis- 
tribution. After this the factor left, and none too 
quickly was his departure taken, for all were soon 
plunged into a state of brutal intoxication. " It is fifty 
to one,'* writes one trader, " but some one is killed before 
morning. They give loose rein to every species of dis- 
orderly tumult — all crying, fighting, and dancing." 

About 1735, a party of Indians came down to trade, 
and the first day of their arrival, as was their invariable 
custom, got vilely dnmk. While thus inebriated, they 
fought, not noisily, but silently, in the darkness. When 
morning dawned, two corpses, in a fearful state of 
mutilation, were found stretched on the ground in 
pools of blood. 

After such a debauch, which lasted about two or three 
days, the sobered braves had resort to the calumet of 
peace. The stem of this pipe was three or four feet 
Ceremony loi^g* dccoratod with picccs of lace, bears' 
of the pipe, claws, caglcs' talous, and the feathers of the 
most beautiful birds. The pipe being affixed to the 
stem, the factor took it in both hands, and with great 
gravity rose from his chair and pointed the end of the 
stem to the east or sunrise, and then to the zenith, 
and to the west, and then perpendicularly to the nadir. 
After this he took three or four hearty whiffij and then 
presented it to the chief, and so on round the whole 
party, the women excepted. When the tobacco was 
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consiiioed the factor took the pipe a^in, and tw 
it. three times round kifi head laid it vith gres 
iibijrLttion on the table. A great Ho ! wns then 
emitted from the mouths of the assemblage.^ 

'I'hiscerem gover,a further gratuity of 

;inil jirunes was uted, and the chief made as] 

wliicli one trad< reported, after this style — 

' Vou told n, year to bring many India 

iradc, which I led to do. You see, I hav 

lied here are me young men come with me 
llii.'Ui kindly, I say et them tra<.le good goods, 
W'c lived hard last printer and were hungry; pi 
being short incaauro and bad, I say. Tell you: 
viints to till the measure, and uot put their th 
within the biiin ; take pity on us, take pity o 
I say. 

'■ We paddle a long way to see you ; wo lev 
Enj,'lisli. Let us trade good bliick tobiieeo, niois 
lianl twisted ; let us see it bcfnro if is opened, 
pity on us, take pity on us, I say. 

"The gnus arc bad, let us trade light guns, sn: 
ihe hiiiid and well shaped, and locks ihiit wil 
freeze in tho winter, and red gun-cases. Let the ; 

* AIJ this ceremony Ims a .'-i^niljcnncc uf its owu. Iiiccrpi 
siiid : ■■Whil^t the sun shall visit the different parts uf the wo 
mak d an<l niglit; peace, firm friend si ii[j. and hrotlierly Ic 
bL tabl I A between the English and the Indiana, ami the s 
t1 lalte part. Bj twirlin<^ the pipe over the heud, it n'as 

t nded t niply that all persons of the two iinlinn>. nhiwuoi 
Id be comprised in tlii^ friendsijip an<L hroiherliot 
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men have more than measure of tobacco, cheap kettles, 
thick and high. 

" Give us good measure of cloth ; let us see the old 
measure. The young men love you by coming so far 
to see you. Give them good goods ; they like to dress 
and be fine ; do you see ? " 

As soon as the chief had finished the above speech, 
he, with his followers, proceeded to examine the guns 
and tobacco ; the former with a most minute attention. 
This over, they traded with furs promiscuously, the 
leader being so far indulged as to be admitted into 
the trading-room, there to remain the whole time if he 
so desired. 

The beaver thus received by the chief trader and 
stored at the factory pending its shipment to England 
in the Company's ships, was classified into eight 
varieties. The first was the fat winter beaver, slain 
in winter, which was valued at five shillings and six- 
pence a pound. The second sort was the fat summer 
beaver, worth two shillings and ninepencc. Next came 
in order the dry winter beaver, and the Bordeaux, each 
varietiee of worth three shillings and sixpence ; the dry 
beaver. summcr bcavcr, not much valued, about one 

shilling and ninepence. Sixth came the coat beaver, 
as it was called, which brought four shillings and six* 
pence. The Muscovite, dry beaver of a fine skin, 
and covered with a silky hair, was worn in Russia, 
where the short fur was combed away and manu- 
factured into fabric, leaving only the hair : this fetched 
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fuiir ^uid sixpence. And lastly on -the list figurec 
uilltiiju beaver, which was utilised in the manufai 

dt' tniilens, being worth one shilling and ninepenee 
It, was reported that in the yciir 1742 the na 
, their trade with the Com 
teltry hardly worth the can 
>ld for very httle. When 
actory in June they found 
1 price, and much in exoei 
9 accustomed to. Accordii 
i'rench-Canadian voyageur, 
but a pound oi gunpowder for four heave 
1 of tobacco for seven beavers, a jjound of 
for one, iin ell of coarse cloth for fifteen, a blankc 
twelve, two fiBli-hooks or three flints for ouc, a gu 
twcnty-tivc, a pistol for ten : a common hat with \ 
lace cost seven beavers, au axe four, a bill-hook o 
gallon of brandy four, a chequered shirt seven ; '- 1 
which S(ild at a monstrous profit, even to two thou 
per cent." 

It wius a fact, neverthelcs-s, that uotwithstar 
such discouragement the two expeditions of Im 
who visited York anil Churchill that year bro 
down two hundred packs of one hundred each, 
is to say twenty thousand beaver skins. As tti 
other Indians who arrived from another direc 
they carried three hundred packs of ouc hnr 
each, which made a total of fifty thousand bet 
besides nine thousand martens. 



CHAPTER XXI 

1731-1742 

System of Licenses be-aoopted by the French— Verandbyb 
sets out fob the pacific— hi8 son slain— disappointments 
— He beaches the Rockies— Death of Vebandbye — Fobts 
IN Rupebt's Land— Pbteb the Gbeat and the Hudson's 
Bay Company— Expeditions op Bebino— A Nobth-Wbst Pas- 
sage — Opposition of the Company to its Discovbby— 
DoBBS AND Middleton— Ludicbous Distbust of the Ex- 
plobeb— An Anonymous Lbtteb. 

It has already been observed how fearful had grown 
the demoralisation of the Indians, chiefly through the 
instrumentality and example of the coureurs des hois. 
This class seemed daily to grow more corrupt, bid- 
ding fair to throw off the last vestige of restraint 
and become merged with the savage races in all their 
natural and acquired iniquity. We have seen, too, 
how the missionaries intervened, and implored the 
civil authorities to institute some sort of reform. It 
was at their solicitation that the Government of 
Canada at length decided to re-adopt the system of 
licenses, and to grant the privileges of exclusive trade 
to retired army officers, to each of whom they accorded 
a certain fur-bearing district by way of recompense 
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for services rendered by him. In order that the trader 
might be protected against hostile assault, permission 
was given to establish forts in certain places suitable 
for their construction. 

One of the French Canadian youth, whom the ex- 
ploits of Iberville against the Hudson's Bay Company 
had fired with a spirit of emulation, and who was head 
and shoulders above all that race of soldiers turned 
\ fur-traders, who now began to spread themselves 

l^ throughout the great west — was Pierre Gaul tier de 

j.- f Varennes, Sieur de la Verandrye. 

This gallant soldier and intrepid explorer, to whose 
memory history has as yet done but scant justice, was 
born at Three Rivers on the 17th of November 1685. 
At an early age he embraced the profession of arms, 
Sieur de la ^^'^ ^^ tweuty-four fought SO valorously 
Verandrye. agaiust Marlborough*s forces at Malplaquet 
that, pierced by nine woimds, he was left for dead 
upon the field of battle. Upon his recovery he re- 
turned to the colony, and at twenty-seven married the 
daughter of the Seigneur d'Isle Dupas, by whom he 
i\ had four sons. These sons were all destined to be 

associated with theu- father in the subsequent explora- 
tions in Rupert's Land and the Uplands. 

At the hoiu' when Verandrye was seized with his 
zeal for exploration and discovery, the Company's 
rivals already possessed numerous posts established 
by Iberville, Duluth, Frontenac, and Denonville, and 
a host of lesser lights, in the west. Of one of these, 
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on the shores of Lake Nepigon at the extreme end 
of Lake Superior, Verandrye had been given the 
command. 

While at this fort, a rumour had reached him of a 

mighty river flowing into the great ocean. Credulous 

of the truth of this rumour, borne to him by 

Botewitto ^^® Indians, Verandrye lost little time in 

explore the communicatiuff it to a friend. Father de 

West. 

Gonor, at Michilmackinac. It was shortly 
thereafter carried to Governor Beauhamois, who was 
induced, but not without much pleading, to grant 
Verandrye fifty men and a missionary for the purposes 
of exploration. But, although he had thus far suc- 
ceeded, the only pecuniary aid upon which the explorer 
could rely was from the fur-trade. He was accordingly 
given a license to trade, and on the strength of this 
concession certain merchants advanced him an outfit. 
He set out, and arrived at Rainy Lake in September 
1731, traversed it, and erected a fort near the site of 
the present Fort Francis of a later day, to which he 
gave the name of St. Peter. 

A year later he built another fort on the western 
shore of the Lake of the Woods, and in 1733 paddled 
down to the mouth of the Winnipeg River to the lake 
of that name. Crossing Lake Winnipeg, he ascended 
the Assiniboine River and constructed Fort Rouge.^ 

^ This fort has been thoaght to have been in the neighboarhood of 
Selkirk, Manitoba. But Verandrye would not have abandoned such 
an advantageous position as that which the meeting of the two rivers 
afforded at the modem Winnipeg. 
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In 1738 the explorers three sons, under their sire's 

<|. instructions, made their way up the Assiniboine and 

built Fort la Reine, on the site of the present Portage 

j la Prairie. 

I Well may it be said that the five years from 1733 

to 1738 were years of cruel grief and disappointment 

for Verandrye. He had been struggling on to a 

realisation of his dream in spite of the bitterest dis- 

|!' courageraents. One of his sons had been slain by the 

Sioux ; he was without funds, fur-trading being with 
him only a subsidiary employment. His men, lacking 
both courage and faith, became immanageable, and 
Verandrye addressed the most affecting letters to his 
monarch in France, who looked coldly upon him and 
his schemes. Those merchants who had advanced 
Verandrye money loaded him with their distrust, 
perpetually harassed him for returns, and loudly de- 
manded his recall, so that he was forced to stand still 
and engage in barter when his whole soul cried aloud 
for him to press on in his path and reach the Pacific 
of his dreams. 

Verandrye divided his little party in the spring of 
1742 and ascended the Souris River. Those who 
came to be familiar with the territory in a later day, 

jj when it was frequented by traders, might well appreciate 

what were the perils these pioneers encountered, and 
what dangers they escaped when they finally left the 
country of the peace-loving Ojibways at Red River, and 
struck off" into the land of the Sioux, a tribe then, from 
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their ferocity to the whites, called the " tigers of the 
plains." But they were to go still farther. Already 
the eldest son of the explorer had reached the tribe of 
the Mandans on the Missouri, but by reason of his in- 
ability to obtain guides had been forced to return. He 
was again despatched by his father, this tinne in com- 
pany with the younger son, known as the Chevalier, 
and two other Frenchmen into the imknown country 
to the west. This little band of four made a journey 
of several hundred miles, entering into a league with 

Verandrye's ^^® ^^ ^^^® uatious iuto whosc couutry they 
son reaches penetrated, to lead them to the great Western 
Ocean. On the first day of January 1743 
they beheld, the first amongst white men, the eastern 
spurs of the northern Rocky Moimtains. But here the 
Bow Indians, their guides, deserted them ; surrounded 
by hostile tribes, the party sadly retraced its steps. 
It was in this same year that the elder Verandrye, 
scarred and gaunt from his long wanderings in the 
wilderness, presented himself at Quebec to confront 
his enemies and traducers. They bad represented him 
as making a mighty fortune and leading an idle life, 
who could point proudly to having taken possession 
of the coimtry of the Upper Missouri for Lewis XV. : 
who had built a score and more of forts in the un- 
known regions of the West. 

" If 40,000 livres of debt that I have over my 
head," said Verandrye bitterly, " are an advantage, 
then I can compliment myself on being very rich, and 
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I would have been much more so in the end, if I had 
continued." 

His license was given to another who, however, made 
a poor showing by means of it, and it was not until 
Beauharnois's successor investigated Verandrye s claims 
that the explorer received some recognition at court. 
He was given a captaincy and the Cross of St, Lewis. 

But the explorer had not waited for this. He had 
been pushing on in his work, and in 1748 ascended the 
Saskatchewan. The progress of the French was marked 
by more forts, one on Lake Dauphin and another called 
Bourbon at the extremity of his discoveries. Veran- 
drye was about to cross the Rocky Mountains when 
death overtook him, on the 6th of December 1749. 

The sons of Verandrye were eager to continue his 
work and attain at last the Pacific. But Bigot, the 
intendant, was not their friend; he had other plans, 
and the Verandryes were deposed by favourites with 
not half their ability or their claim to honours and 
rewards. But they had paved the way, and now the 
French were reaping the profits of the fur-trade in the 
North- West on a great scale. 

Thus were successively established, from 1731 to 

1748, by Verandrye and his sons, Fort St. Kerre, on 

Rainy Lake; Fort St. Charles, on the Lake of the 

■'i Verandrye's Woods ; Fort Maurcpas, near the mouth of 

^^^^' the Winnipeg ; Fort Dauphin, on the north- 

west extremity of Lake Manitoba ; Fort la Reine, on 
the southern extremity of the last-named lake ; Fort 
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Rouge, at the confluence of the Assiniboine and Red 
River ; Fort Bourbon, at the head of Lake Winnipeg ; 
Fort Poskoyac, on the Saskatchewan^, and Fort Lacome 
(Nipawi), at the forks of the last-named river. 

In 1752, some years prior to the conquest of Canada, 
a relative of Verandrye, named NivervUle, established 
Fort Jonquiere, at the foot of the mountains.^ Which 
of all these forts were to pass, after many vicissitudes, 
into the hands of the Hudson's Bay Company, we shall 
see in the course of subsequent pages. Verandrye and 
his compeers chose their sites with great care and 
ability; so that rarely were their successors able to 
improve upon them. On the foundations or charred 
remnants of the French forts, when the structures 
themselves had perished, the English fur-traders, when 
they came, reared their own posts. 

While thus the French were pressing forward from 
the south and east, at' the same moment a new rivalry 
threatened to spring up in the far North- West. 

The eighteenth century broke upon an abated zeal 
of the Spaniards in extending their discoveries and 
dominions in the New World. Almost contempor- 
Runia looks M^^^sly the threads they threw down were 
toward the grasped by another power, which the zeal 

New World. , - v j . r i 

and energy of one man had transformed 
from a collection of barbarous tribes into a great nation. 

^ On the site of Fort Jonquiere, a century later Captain Brisebois, 
of the Mounted Police, founded a poet bearing his name. This post 
has given way to-day to the well-bailt and thriving town of Calgary. 
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Having achieved conquest over his neighbours and the 
cohesion of his new empire, Peter the Great turned his 
attention to a task well worthy of his attention. None 
knew as yet whether the two great continents, Asia 
and North America, united on the north-east. During 
Peter's residence in England, not the least of the insti- 
tutions which interested him, was the Hudson s Bay 
Company. A letter from Peter is quoted by a Russian 
writer, in which he alludes to the English rivalry for 
these trades " which had so long been the monopoly of 
Muscovy, fur-hunting and fur-gathering." Doubtless 
even at this time he was speculating upon Russia's 
chances of competition with England for the fur-traffic 
of the New World. But before such a competition 
could be brought about, it was of the highest import- 
ance that the question of the geographical connection 
between Asia and North America should be settled. 
When Peter had been in Holland in 1717, he had 
been urged by some of the most eminent patrons of 
discovery amongst the Dutch to institute an expe- 
dition of investigation. But again other matters 
intervened; although in 1727 two Russian officers 
were actually equipped and in readiness to start 
overland when unexpectedly recalled for service in 
Sweden. 

Not until he was upon his death-bed did Czar Peter 
pen with his own hand those instructions to Admiral 
Apraxin which later bore fruit. It was then, too, that 
the idea, according to Lestkof, was discussed of a 
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Russian fur company, similar in its methods and 
organisation to the Hudson's Bay Company. 

Peter directed first that one or two boats with decks 
should be built at Kamschatka, or in the vicinity ; that 
with these a survey should be made of the most 
northerly coasts of his Asiatic Empire, in order to 
determine whether they were or were not contiguous 
to North America. Also that the persons to whom the 
expedition might be entrusted should endeavour to 
ascertain whether there was any port in those regions 
belonging to Europe, and to keep a strict look-out for 
any European ship, taking care to employ some skilful 
men in making inquiries regarding the names and 
situation of the coasts which they discovered. They 
were instructed to keep an exact journal and to transmit 
it to St. Petersburg. 

Peter died; but the Empress Catherine, his successor, 
was equally favourable to the scheme, and gave orders 
to fit out the expedition. To Captain Vitus Bering 
was entrusted the command. Under him were two 
lieutenants, Martin Spangberg and Alexi Tchirikofi*; 
and besides other subalterns were several excellent 
ship-carpenters. 

On February 5, 1735, they set out from St. Peters- 
burg, and on March 16 arrived at Tobolsk, the capital 
of Siberia. 

Bering returned from his first voyage satisfied that 
he had reached the utmost limits of Asia, and that no 
junction with North America existed. Some years 
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elapsed, and in 1741 Bering, Spangberg, and Tchirikoff 
again volunteered. This expedition was destined to 
Bering's prove fatal to the explorer; lost in a fog, 
discoveries, ^^iie intense cold prevailed, and scurvy 
broke out amongst his men, on a little island^ in 
Bering's Sea ho breathed his last. 

Although many years were to pass before the 
Russians took any more active steps, they had, by 
virtue of Bering's discoveries, secured a footing on 
the North American Continent, and were thus already 
neighbours, if not yet rivals, of the Hudson's Bay 
Company. 

" It is very evident," wrote one of the contemporary 
chroniclers, " that for upwards of two centuries and a 
half an opinion has prevailed amongst the most know- 
ing and experienced persons, that there is a passage 
to the North-West, and this built partly upon science, 
partly upon tradition. Now, it is very hard to con- 
ceive how such an opinion should maintain its credit 
if it was not founded in reality ; for it is an old and 
true maxim that specious opinions endure but a short 
time, whereas truth is everlasting." 

For many years the notion of a North-West passage 
had slept; but in 1737 it again attracted public atten- 
tion. In that year Arthur Dobbs, a gentleman of 
some means and of scientific bent, made formal appli- 
cation to the Hudson's Bay Company for a search to 
be undertaken. Upon his representations the Coni- 

' Named after him Bering's Island. 
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pany sent forth two of their ships upon the quest. 
These, the Churchill and the Musquash, went, however, 
no farther north than latitude 62** 15^ and returned 
without seeing anything worthy of notice, save "a 
number of small islands, abundance of black whales, 
but no very great tides, the highest about two fathoms, 
the flood coming from the northward." 

There had been for a great many years in the Com- 
pany's employ an extremely able mariner. Captain 
Christopher Middleton. For some reason or other 
Middleton had become dissatisfied with its service, 
and one of his friends placed him in communication 
with the afore-mentioned patron of discovery, Dobbs. 
A close correspondence ensued.^ 

Dobbs was eager to employ Middleton in a search 
for the long-sought straits. This was by no means 
an easy matter. ' In the first place the Company flatly 
declined to participate in the scheme,^ alleging that 

^ In one of his letters, dated 2l8t of January 1737, Middleton held 
that the Company thought it their interest rather to prevent than 
forward new discoTeries in that part of the world. '* For that reason 
thej won't suffer anj of oar journals to be made public," he adds. 
Than which certainly no observation could be truer : or policy wiser. 

> A List of Vessels Fitted Out by the Hudson's Bay Compaky 
ON Discovery op a Nobth-West Passage. 

1719 — Albany Frigate^ Capt George Barlow, sailed from England on or 

about 5th June. Never returned. 
Discovery, Capt. David Vanghan, sailed from England on or 

about 5th June. Never returned. 
ProipfrotUt Capt. Henry Kelsey, sailed from York Fort, June 

19th. Returned IQth August following. 
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they had abready done enough in that direction and 
that the whole idea was a fallacy. 

There was no North-West passage to India, and the 
sooner the public mind divested itself of the folly of 
supposing one existed the better it would be for the 
public purse and the public wisdom. 

The Company pointed out that if Middleton should 
I winter at either of the factories in the Bay it might 

, t drive the natives to trade with the French, who were 

(•j I always on the alert; and trade so lost would never 

return or be regained. They begged the Admiralty to re- 
strain Captain Middleton from interfering with the Com- 
j : pany's trade and invading their property and rights. 

"j f Dobbs, in the meantime, had secured from the 

Admiralty for Middleton's use the bomb ketch Furnace^ 
which, with another small vessel, the Welcome, was 
ready to sail early in June. 

So opposed do the Company appear to having their 
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1719 — Success, John Hancock, master, sailed from Prince of Wales' 

Fort, July 2nd. Retarned 10th August. 
1721 — PivsperouSf Capt. Henry Kelsey, sailed from York Fort, June 
^ : Ij 26th. Returned 2nd Sept. 

i \ Stiocess, James Napper, master, sailed from York Fort, June 

^ I 26th. Lost 30th of same month. 

Whalebone, John Scroggs, master, sailed from Oravesend, Slst 
May ; wintered at Prince of Wales' Fort. 
1722 — Sailed from thence 21st June. Returned July 25th following. 
1737 — The -Churchill, James Napper, master, sailed from Prince of 
VV^ales' Fort, July 7th. Died 8th August ; and the vessel 
returned the 18th. 
The Musquash, Robert Crow, master, sailed from Prince of Wales' 
Fort, July 7th. Returned 22nd August. 
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domains meddled with by these fruitless expeditions, 
that they sent out a letter to their Governor at 
Churchill, which was the most convenient harbour for 
the explorers to winter in, not to receive Middleton 
iTie into their fort. Dobbs and his friends 

Company getting wind of this, complained to the 

opposes . , , 

further Admiralty, who wrote to the Honourable 
exploration. Advcuturcrs m a tone of decided reproof. 
They observed that even if Middleton were to receive 
assistance and provisions, payment would be made for 
these to the Company on the return of the expedition 
to England. 

After deliberating for some time, the Company wrote 
to the Lords of the Admiralty, saying that they had 
sent a further letter to Governor Norton requiring 
him to extend the necessary hospitality to Middleton. 
That the sort of hospitality the Company was prepared 
to dispense was not of too warm a character may be 
judged from the following — 



''Hudson's Bay House, London, 
May 15, 1741. 

" Mr. James hham and Council, 

Prince of Wales' Port, Churchill River, 

" Gentlemen, — Notwithstanding our orders to you, if Captain 
Middleton (who is sent abroad in the Government's service to 
discover a passage north-west) should by inevitable necessity 
be brought into real distress and danger of his life and loss of 
his ship, in such case you are then to give him the best assist- 
ance and relief you can." 
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A duplicate of this letter was put into Middleton's 
possession, who, still dissatisfied, rushed off instantly 
with it to Whitehall. It was deemed necessary to 
apply to the Lords of the Regency that the Secretary 
of State might, by their orders, write to the Company 
to request the assistance they had refused to the 
Admiralty. The Company, thus hemmed in, issued a 
letter couched in more friendly terms. 

** It is plain," remarks a contemporary writer, '* that 
the Compaiiy believe there is a passage, which they 
want to conceal; for otherwise it would have been 
their interest to have the attempt made. If not found 
there would have been an end to prosecuting it any 
further, and they might probably have enjoyed their 
trade to the Bay, without its being coveted or inquired 
into." 

Middleton owned to Dobbs that, just before his 
departure, the Company had endeavoured to bribe hini 
with an offer of £5000 to return to their service, or 
(if he was determined to go) to pursue the voyage by 
Davis' Straits, or by any other way than to the west of 
the Bay. One of the Committee was said to have asserted 
that it would cost the Company that amount to sup- 
port its right against the Crown and against private 
adventurers, and that ''as he had been their Mend, 
and knew all their concerns, it would be better to give 
him that sum than to give it to their lawyers." The 
Company did not deny that such an offer had been 
made privately by two or three of the Committee. 
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Middleton now proceeded on his journey in quest of 
the famed North-West passage. It is charged that on 
his arrival in the Bay he never once went ashore or 
sent his boat to search for any inlet or to try 
explores for ^^^ ^dc. He investigated the current in 
anorth-we«t latitude GS"* 20^ and found it very rapid, in 

passage. 

spite of the fact that there existed a great 
deal of ice to the northward, whose presence compelled 
him to stand oflF from shore until he passed Cape Dobbs, 
beyond which he found an opening north-westward. In 
this opening he sought shelter, remaining there for 
three weeks. 

No voyage of discovery since the world began was 
ever made under such circumstances. Numerous 
members of the crew, who had got wind of the situa- 
tion, were filled, or professed to be filled, with distrust 
of their captain. Caring nothing about the voyage 
itself or the object for which it was undertaken, they 
entered with zeal a hundred times a day into plots to 
make the commander s life imbearable. The supposed 
passage was christened the "Forbidden Straits," and 
the crews vastly amused themselves with Middleton s 
supposed discomfiture. Several were very nearly yard- 
armed for spreading reports that the captain had 
purposely sailed past the straits. Sometimes the 
captain merely laughed at the views of his subordinates; 
at other times, it is said, he flew into a temper, and 
indulged in threats and abuse. Once, when from the 
number of whales and the breadth and depth of the 



^ I 



I .: 

/ il 316 THE GREAT COMPANY 






r 



I river, word sped from mouth to mouth that it was a 

j strait they were in, and no river, " he rated several of 

them for pretending to say so against his opinion, sajdng 
his clerk was a double-tongued rascal, that he would 
cane the lieutenant, broomstick the master, and lash 
any others who would concern themselves about the 
voyage/' It was, moreover, charged against Middleton 
" that he interdicted the keeping of private 

between joumals, and that if any should disobey this 
Middleton order he threatened to break open their boxes 

and his men. , 

and get possession of such records. Once 
when the lieutenants and masters were absent down the 
river to look for a cove suitable for harbouring the ships, 
Middleton grimly observed that he supposed they would 
bring back ''some romantic account of a strait or 
passage." Nevertheless, for his part, he would not take 
the ships a foot farther. Petty intrigue characterised 
the whole of this voyage of discovery. 

The oflScers of both the Furnace and the Discovery 
took turns in making jaunts into the country. On the 
8th of August, Captain Middleton, the clerk, gunner, 
and carpenter went ashore at Cape Frigid, and after 
pacing some fifteen miles into the country, retiuned to 
find that the ship had drifted, although it then lacked 
some hours of high water. OflScers and men on board 
from this circumstance had become convinced that it 
was directly due to the flood from the supposed strait. 
The captain laughed them to scorn, and said that if it 
came from any strait at all it was Hudson's Strait. 
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Two northern Indians were taken on board the 
Discovery, and Thompson, the surgeon, who understood 
some of the southern Indian tongue, began busying 
himself with making a vocabulary of their language. 
At this innocent occupation he was observed by 
Middleton, who threatened to " crop " him in case he 
persisted. When they reached Marble Island, although 
the two Indians were desirous of proceeding to Eng- 
land, he put the pair ashore in an ill boat which they 
were ignorant how to manage. The supplications of 
the unhappy savages were useless to turn the Com- 
pany's captain from his purpose. In vain they told him 
that the island was three leagues from the mainland, 
and a hundred miles from their own country ; that it 
was inhabited by the Esquimaux, their enemies. 

" The captain gave them some provisions, ammuni- 
tion, hatchets, and toys. The excuse he made for not 
bringing them to England was, that upon his retiun 
his friends might be out of the Admiralty, and as he 
had no orders to take them home, they would be left 
a charge upon him." This was plausible, but Middle- 
ton's detractors did not rest there. They accused the 
captain of saying that he was afraid that the Indians, 
when they had learned to speak English, would be 
talking of the copper mine and the North- West passage, 
and would thereby put the public to the expense of 
sending out more ships in quest of it. '' And this, 
no doubt," commented Dobbs, " was the true reason 
for that piece of cruelty, for he thought if they 
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came to England he should not be ahk to coTiceal the 
passage.*' 

On Middleton's return, after his quest, he was ac- 
cused of saying, " My character is so well established 
as a discoverer that no man will ever, hereafter, 
attempt to discover the North- West passage." 

He certainly received a cordial invitation from the 
Government, the Admiralty, and the CourL Immedi- 
ately upon his arrival in London he communicated 
with several of the partners of the Hudson's Bay 
Company. The preparation of his journal occupied 
for a time his leisure. '* He himself," says Dobbs, 
" had got great reputation from the Royal Society for 
his observations upon cold ; and for what he had dis- 
covered had got a medal from them. He was upon 
good terms with the Lords of the Admiralty, and was 
to dedicate his charts and discoveries to the King and 
noblemen of the first rank as well as to the Lords of 
the Admiralty." That the Lords of the Admiralty 
were perfectly satisfied with his conduct, there is every 
reason to believe, as in the following year Middleton 
Middieton ^^ placed in command of the sloop 
returns Shark, All this naturally put him into a 
discovering positiou to serve those under him. His ra- 
the passage, commendations for promotion only strength- 
ened the suspicions gathering in the mind of Dobbs 
and his fellow-patrons. ' He had recommended also 
his lieutenant, and thought none other on board had 
weight enough to impeach his proceedings, which, if 
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they failed in, would ruin their characters; so that 
securing his officers, he thought all things would be 
safe amongst the crew." But Middleton was not one 
to forget the patron and prime mover of the expedi- 
tion, whom he endeavoured to propitiate by sending 
him an abstract of his journal. This abstract seemed, 
to Dobbs, to be so full of contradictions and discre- 
pancies, that he wrote to the explorer to send him, if 
possible, the journal itself. He had scarcely despatched 
this communication when he received a letter from 
Lanrick, " a gentleman who had been bred a scholar," 
who had accompanied Middleton on the voyage. It 
was substantially the same account rendered by the 
captain, with this added paragraph : 

" Sir, — ^This account I should have sent you before now but 
that the captain, for reasons to himself best known, desired 
that none of us should say anything about it relating to the 
discovery for a little." 

This extremely natural desire on the part of an 
explorer, about to become an author, seems to have 
been fraught with deep and incriminating significance 
to Dobbs. After a short time the whole of Middleton's 
journal reached him ; it appeared to confirm all the 
scientist's singular presentiments. 

Dobbs and the other patrons were therefore con- 
vinced that Middleton had played them false for the 
Hudson's Bay Company ; and their belief in a North- 
West passage was strengthened rather than weakened. 
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In their report, after going over the whole acoount 
of the voyage furnished them, they were especially 
severe upon Middleton. "His whole conduct," they 
said, "from his going to Churchill until his return 
Suspicion ^^* England, and even since his return, will 
attaches to appear plainly that he intended to serve 
the Company at the public expense, and 
contrived everything so as to stifle the discovery, and 
to prevent others from undertaking it for the future 
so as to secure the favour of the Company and the 
reward they said they promised him before he began 
the voyage." 

An informer appeared, who testified that Middleton 
had declared in presence of the others at a council 
held at York Factory, Churchill, that he " should be 
able to make the voyage, but none on board should 
be any the wiser and he would be a better Mend to 
the Company than ever." 

Middleton was charged in public with neglect in 
having failed to explore the line of coast which aftbrded 
a probability of a passage to the North-West. The 
principal points at issue appear to have been in respect 
to the discovery by Middleton of the Wager River, 
Repulse Bay, and the Frozen Strait. But a century 
later Sir Edward Parry has said : " The accuracy of 
Captain Middleton is manifest upon the point most 
strenuously argued against him, for our subsequent 
experience has not left the smallest doubt of Repulse 
Bay and the northern part of the Welcome being filled 
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by a rapid tide flowing into it from the eastward 
through the Frozen Strait." Dobbs, fully possessed 
by a conviction that the captain's story of the Frozen 
Strait was fictitious, as well as everything Middleton 
had said concerning that part of the voyage, confidently 
insisted on the probability of the tide finding its way 
through Wager River, or at least through some arm 
of the sea communicating with that inlet from the 
westward.^ 

One detail only was lacking to render the situation 
farcical — an anonymous letter. This reached Dobbs 
on the 21st of January, and ran in this absurd 
strain : — 

This Script is only open to your Eyes, which have been 
sealed or closed with too much (we cannot say Cunning) Arti- 
fice, 80 as they have not been able to discover our Discoverer's 
Pranks. All Nature cries aloud that there is a Passage, and 
we are sure there is one from Hudson's Bay to Japan. Send 
a Letter directed to Messieurs Brook and Cobham, who are 
Gentlemen who have been the Voyage, and cannot bear so 
Glorious an Attempt, should die under the Hands of Mercenary 
Wretches, and they will give you such Pungent Reasons as will 
awaken all your Industry. They desire it may be kept secret 
so long as they shall think fit; they are willing to venture 
their Lives, their Fortunes, their All, in another attempt ; and 
they are no inconsiderable persons, but such as have had it 
much at heart ever since they saw the Rapidity of Tides in the 



^ '' Od looking throngh the corTespondence at the Admiralty, it is 
impossible not to be struck with the straightforward manliness, can- 
doar, and honesty of purpose exemplified by Captain Middleton through- 
out this trying business. It was a cruel attack. " — Sir John Barrow. 
VOL. T. X 
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CHAPTER XXII 

I 744-1 748 

Wab again with Fbancb — Company takes Measures to Defend 
ITS Forts and Property — "Keep your guns loaded" — 
Prince **Charue"— His Stock in the Company confis- 
cated—Further Instructions to the Chief Factors— 
Another Expedition to Search for a North-West Passage 
— Parliament offers Twenty Thousand Pounds Reward 
— Cavalier Treatment from Governor Norton— Expedi- 
tion Returns— DoBBS* Enmity— Privy Council refuse to 
GRANT his Petition — Press-gang Outrages — Voyage of 
the ''Seahorse." 

In the year 1740 the state of affiurs in Europe be- 
tokened hostilities between England and France. 
England had declared war against Spain, and although 
for a time Lewis XV. and his ministers sjrmpathised 
War with with the latter country, they endeavoured to 
France. avoid being drawn into a conflict with her 
powerful neighbour and hereditary enemy across the 
Channel. Yet such a conflict seemed inevitable, when 
by degrees Spanish commerce became shattered under 
the blows of King George's navy. Apprehensive that 
England would wrest from Spain her colonies, France 
resolved to take sides with Spain. In 1744 war was 
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declared, and hostilities, which had been in abeyance 
for thirty-one years, at once recommenced in the 
transatlantic possessions of both crowns. 

It was therefore decided at a general court of the 
Adventurers, at which no fewer than seventy were 
present, to take measures to avoid a repetition of the 
disasters of fifty years previously. They felt that their 
enemies were now many, that they would be glad to 
see them driven from the Bay, and that less assistance 
might be expected from the Government than at any 
of the crises which had previously overtaken them. 
We have seen to what this official unfriendliness was 
due. It now behoved the Company to gird up its 
loins, and if the foe came, to strike, and to strike with 
force. 

It was the Hudson's Bay Company against France 
and Spain, and the episode of Louisburg alone saved 
the Company from destruction. 

To illustrate the temper of the Company at this 
crisis, instructions were drawn up by the Committee, 
and despatched to the chief Factors in the Bay. The 
one addressed to Joseph Isbister and Council at Albany 
Fort was dated the 10th of May 1744. 

*' The English and French having declared war," it 
ran, ** against each other, and the war with Spain still 
continuing, we do hereby strictly direct you to be always 
on your guard, and to keep a good watch, and that you 
keep all your men as near home as possible. 

" We do also direct that you fix your cannon in the 
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most proper places to defend yourselves and annoy an 
enemy, after which you are to fire each cannon once with 
powder to see how they prove, and instruct your men 
to the use of them without firing ; and that you keep 
them constantly loaded with powder and 
instructiona ^^^^y ready for scrvicc. You are also to keep 
from the your Small arms loaded and in good order 

Company. i i i t -i i i 

and at hand, to be easily come at ; and that 
those loaded arms be drawn or discharged once a 
month, and be well cleaned ; and you are to exercise 
your men once a week till they are well disciplined and 
afterwards once a month. And you are also to keep a 
sufficient number of your trading guns loaded and at 
hand in case of an attack ; and if there be any Indians 
that you can confide in, and will be of service in your 
defence, we recommend it to you to employ them in 
such manner as you think proper. 

" We have wrote to the factory at Moose River, that 
in case they have any intelligence of the French coming 
down that river to attack them, they are immediately 
to send you notice thereof, that you may make the 
necessary preparations for your defence, and that there 
be a constant correspondence and intelligence between 
each factory for the safety of both. 

"As we rely on the courage and conduct of Mr. 
Isbister, our chief, in case of an attack from the enemy, 
which, if done at all on your factory, we apprehend it 
will be by land in the winter, from Canada ; in which 
case the enemy not being able to bring down any 
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cannon with them, we doubt not of your frustrating 
their designs and repulsing them. 

" In case you are attacked at Henly House, and not- 
withstanding a vigorous resistance you should have the 
misfortune to be overpowered, then you are to nail up 
the cannon, blow up the House, and destroy everything 
that can be of service to the enemy, and make the best 
retreat you can to the factory." The letters to the 
other Governors were in similar strain. 

The Company directed Isbister to get the best in- 
formation he could from the trading Indians, " whether 
the French are making any preparations to come down 
to the factory, or have lodged any provisions, stores, or 
ammunition at certain distances from their supply. 
We also direct you, for your better security, at all 
times to keep two Indians in the factory with civil and 
kind usage, and send them out every morning for in- 
telligence, to a proper distance, so that they may return 
in the evening ; and provided that they do not return 
that it bo an alarm to you, and that you thereupon 
prepare yourselves for a vigorous defence. But," it was 
added, " you must not, upon any consideration, let those 
Indians have the least knowledge of the use you intend 
to make of their not returning." 

At the Company's urgent request letters of marque 
were granted to the Prince Eupert against both France 
and Spain. The Prince Rupert was one hundred and 
eighty tons burthen, and the crews were full of expecta- 
tion that the voyage would yield them a prize of some 
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sort or another. But they were destined not merely to 
be disappointed, but to be given a great fright into 
the bargain. When in the neighbourhood of Davis' 
Letter* of Straits, where a whale fishery was estab- 
Marque lishod. Several large vessels were sighted. 
Company's They Seemed to the Company's captain un- 
shipg. doubtedly French men-of-war. Filled with 

fear, he immediately turned round in his tracks and bore 
away as fast as his sails could carry him, and after beat- 
ing about for a time managed to pass through the straits 
unobserved. So convinced were the Company on the 
return of its ship in the autumn that the French were 
lying in wait for its ships at the straits, they besought 
the Admiralty with a request for a convoy to York 
Fort, to return with its vessels the following autumn. 

A convoy was granted, but it was hardly necessary. 
Louisburg had fallen, and all the strength the French 
could muster was being directed in an attempt to win 
back that fortress from the English. No French ships 
could therefore be spared to cruise north of latitude 
fifty in North America. 

One consequence of the war with France was a 
revival of the hopes of the Jacobites. In 1744 Charles 
Edward, the grandson of James II., was placed by 
Lewis in command of '' a formidable armament," and 
in the following year the young Pretender placed his 
foot on a Uttle island of the Hebrides, where for three 
weeks he stood almost alone. But the Highland blood 
was fired ; the clans rallied to the standard of ** Prince 
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Charlie/' and when he began his march on Edinburgh, 
several thousand Scottish zealots had rallied to his 
standard. "James the Eighth" was proclaimed at 
the Town Cross of the capital, and when his troops 
and the English regiments met at Prestonpans, in 
September, the latter were defeated with heavy loss. 
But although this victory swelled his numbers it did 
not bring the Lowlanders and English to fight for him. 
" Hardly a man," we are told, " had risen in his support 
as he passed through the districts where Jacobitism 
boasted of its strength. The people flocked to see his 
march as if it had been a show. Catholics and Tories 
abounded in Lancashire, but only a single squire took 
up arms." The knell of Jacobitism was rung, and 
after a brief success the English forces fell upon Prince 
Charles Edward at Culioden Moor, and cut his little 
army to pieces. Fifty of his followers and adherents 
in England ascended the scaffold; Lords Lovat, Bal- 
merino, and Kilmarnock were beheaded, and over forty 
noblemen and gentlemen were attainted by Act of 
Parliament. Scarcely a month had elapsed 
of Prince from Charles Edward's escape to France 
Charlie's ^ftcr his romautic adventures, when a motion 

stioclc 

was submitted to the Grovemor and Com- 
pany of Adventurers in England trading into Hud- 
son's Bay, ordering the confiscation of the stock held 
I' I by the heir of the second Governor of the Company, 

King James IL The exiled monarch had never re- 
linquidhed his share, and under the name of "John 
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Stanion " the dividends had always reached him. But 
the Jacobite rising affected his fellow-adventurers' com- 
plaisance, and by 1746 "John Stanion" had ceased to 
figure as an active partner of the Company.^ 

Under date of 3rd of May 1745, the Company wrote 
to Grovemor Isbister and Council, at Albany Fort, to 
say that they had " augmented the complement of men 
(as you desired) at your Factory and Moose Fort, that 
in case of need you may assist each other, and thereby 
we hope you will be enabled to baffle the designs of 
the enemy. 

" We do direct," it pursued, " that not only a con- 
tinual correspondence be kept between you and Moose 
Fort, but that you correspond with the Factory at 
Shide River, York Fort, and Prince of Wales' Fort as 
often as you cim, and if under any apprehensions of an 
attack, to give immediate notice to Moose Fort. We 
still recommend your diligence in getting intelligence 
and information of the designs of the French." 

It also urged Governor Pilgrim and Council, at 

Prince of Wales s Fort, to keep a good 

iMtructioM watch, and his men near home, "except 

to Company's thosc that are eruardine: the battery at Cape 

officials. _- , ,. , , 

Merry, but not to hmder a proper number 
to be employed in providing a sufficient quantity of the 
country provisions to prevent the complaint of those 

' While the name of John Stanion certainly appears in the list of 
proprietors of Hudson's Bay stock, published in 1749, it is followed by 
the significant term dteeated. 
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pasiiiis thai murmur for want of victuals; an< 
rcruitiniend sobriety, that you may be capab 
ijiiikiiiir a, T^rous defence if attacked. 

" Wo again recommend your keeping the land, t 
Ihc I'ort — ^ *' " "ttery at Cape Merry, free 
evcryiliing possibly conceal or shelti 

enemy, that j hereby prevent being surpr 

'■ WV oga lat you keep up a general c 

.spuridonce v 3 FiiCtories, and get what ii 

1,'uiu'o you cai. .eaigns of the French." 

T!ie course s now bids us return tu I 

and the renew ivours to find a North-West 

snge through the L-omptmy's territory. 

A number of public-spirited persons came foi 
ior the prosecution of the design. Parliament 
urged to act in the matter, imd a bill was ea 
otVering a. reward of twenty thousand pounds fo 
discovery of the Nurth-West passage. 

" Whereas." ran the Act, " the discovering of a N 
West passage through Hudson's Straits, to the AVc 
AiJicrican Ocean, will be of great Bi 
iiitdtho™ ^^'•^ advantage to the trade of this ] 
Nortii-Wg-t djijj ; ,ind whereas it «-ill be a great en 
agement to Adventurers tu attempt the 
if a public reward was given to such peison or pe 
as shall make a perfect discovery of the said pas 
May it therefnrc ple;iso your J\[ajesly that it may b 
acted : and bu it euiicted bj" the King's Most ExC' 
Majesty by and with the advice and consent o 
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Liinlh S liiitual and Temporal, aud Ooinmons iu this 
prescut 'arliament assembled, and by the authority of 
tbi! sjime, that if any ship or vessel, ships or vessels 
beldii^dng to imj of his Majesty's subjects, shall find 
out .and I lassage by sea between 

Hudson's " TD and Southern Ocean 

of Auieitof^ irs of such ship or ships, 

vessel or 1 so first finding out and 

Hiiilinf,' tllK ;e, his or their executors, 

ivdniiiiistratb 11 be entitled to receive 

iiiiil shall re I for such discovery, the 

KLiiii of twentj Ls." 

Piirliaiucut took *:are, luiwever, to declare that nothing 
in the Act should " iiuy ways extend or be conslrucd 
to take away or prejudice any of the estates, rights, or 
privilcjjes of or belonging to the Governor and Cuinpany 
of Advuntui-ors trading into Hudson's Bay." 

\Vith such encouragement, it was not long before ;i 
Nortli-West Assuuiation was formed for the raising uf 
tl 0,000, which sum it was thought would answer the 
necessary expense of the proposed cxjjcdition. The 
ships bought, by the Committee were one of one 
hundred and eighty tons, called the Duhhs OnlUi/, and 
another of one himdred aud forty tons, to which the 
naiuo of the California was given. Each of these 
vessels was got ready, and a sufficient quantity of 
stores and provisions put on hoard, A cargo of 
merchandise, suitable for presents to the natives, was 
put on board, after assin-ance to the Hudson's Bay 
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Company that these would not be used for purpose of 
barter. The command of the Dohbs Oailey was en- 
trusted to Captain William Moor, an old servant of 
the Company; that of the California being given to 
Francis Smith. By way of encouragement, premiums 
were settled on officers and crew, in case of success. 
Thus the captain was to have £500, each of the mates 
£200, and every other officer and seaman, a reward 
suitable to his station. Over and above all this, in 
case they were so fortunate as to take any prizes, such 
were to belong entirely to them. 

On the 10th of May the expedition started. In 

order that they might get safely beyond the 

of*^* '**" British Isles without danger from the French 

North-We«t prfvatecrsmen, the Admiralty appointed a 

Association. 

convoy to meet them at the Island of 
Pomona, in the Orkneys. Judge of their surprise to 
find this convoy commanded by Captain Middleton 
himself, on board H.M.S. Shark, Some days later the 
explorer of 1742 and the explorers of 1746 bade fare- 
well to one another. 

For some months the ships cruised about the Bay. 
At last, in September, it was decided to set about pre- 
parations for wintering in some part of Hays' River. 
This they found in a creek about five miles above 
York Factory, on the south side of the stream. The 
locality was, perhaps, hardly congenial in a social 
sense. 

" The Governor," says one who accompanied the ex- 




pciiitiuu as the agent of the patrons,' " being now con- 
vinceil of our intentions to winter there, used his 
utmost endeavours that we might lay our ships below 
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the fort, in ;i place open to the sea, where tlicy would 

have been in all probabihty beat to pieces, eitiier from 

the wavos uf the soa setting in or the breaking of the 

',, Henry Kllii. 
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ice ; but as his arguments were of no eflScacy in per- 
suading us, and finding himself disappointed in this, 
as in his former scheme, being still resolved to distress 
Goyernor US as much as possiblo, he sent most of the 
Norton. Indians, whose chief employment is to kill 
deer, geese, &c., into the country, on purpose that we 
might not make use of them in that way, or be in any 
wise benefited by their means." 

The charge that Governor Norton desired the de- 
struction of the ships is too absurd to refute at this late 
day; nevertheless there is little doubt that the explorers 
believed it, and anything else their inflamed imagina- 
tions and prejudice against the Company suggested. 
Even when Norton designed to show them kindness, 
the design was twisted into sinister shape, as for 
instance, when at Christmas time, hearing that their 
supply of liquor was short, he sent as a present to the 
explorers, at the little log-house they had christened 
Montague House, a couple of casks of brandy with 
which to make good cheer. Soon afterwards scurvy 
broke out, and immediately the disease was set down 
to the brandy. " Our people had been healthy enough 
before/* says Ellis. 

But even when the scurvy had carried oflF several of 
the men at Montague House, Governor Norton was 
alleged to have refused either to succour or to suggest a 
remedy. " The Indians were charged not to come near 
us, or to furnish us with anything (and this out of 
consideration for them), because we had a contagious 
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disteinp n amongst U8.'" Norton's sole view in all his 
iictinns is represented to have been to hinder and 
distress the explorers, " which," remarks the writer 
qiiotod, ahiloa ophicall y , " is the encouragement that all 
arc to e of a North-Weat passage 

/r..m ^U4 

Whei expedition resumed its 

hibours. were full of alacrity and 

cheerfuln man, " whose sole del^ht 

was a delid anthuaiastic over the dis- 

coveiy tiat incerity of his hetut he 

could not hel^ good round oath, ' Now, 

I had rather find the North-West pasHage th;in half an 
anchor of branily 1 ' "' 

TIk; stiHiiiicr was spent in cuastinjj tlie whole nortli- 
wcst wide of the Bay. But, alas, the North-Wo-st passage 
so arduntly and cliaracteristically desired by the honest 
seaman, was not found, and by the 14th of OctoLer 

the expedition was back again in England, 
ihoeiliwii- "'^^^ "■^ absence of one year, four months, 
tinii to .,Q(] seventeen days. Tlie explorers and the 

patrons might well have been discourageti 
fruni further attempts, albeit tSiey returned, wc are told, 
■' with clearer and fuller proofs, founded on plain facts 
and accurate e.\perinients, that such a passage existed." 
Nevertheless, if the Company breathed easier on their 
return, it was a temporary relief. A new trial was in 
stoYQ for the Honourable Adventurers, as will be seen 
in the next chapter. 
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In 1748, war still continuing with France and 
Spain, the Company again issued strict orders to 
Governor Spence at Albany Fort to be always on his 
guard, and to keep a good watch and his men near 
home, "but not to hinder a proper number to be 
employed in providing a suflScient quantity of the 
country provisions, particularly geese, which we find 
you constantly employ the Indians only to kill for you, 
and which we are dissatisfied with ; that being such a 
material article, you ought always to blend some of 
your people with the natives in the goose seasons, that 
they may understand how to kill them, and thereby 
lessen your dependence on the native hunters." 

To the Grovemor of Prince of Wales' Fort it directed 
that he should " constantly keep his great guns loaded 
with powder and ball ready for service during the time 
the rivers are open. You are also to keep your small 
arms loaded and in good order, and at hand, to be 
easily come at, which loaded arms and cannon are to 
be drawn once a month and well cleaned, and to exer- 
cise your men as often as requisite, whom we expect 
by this time are artists, not only in the use of small 
arms but also of cannon, that the great expense we 
have been at in this particular may answer the end 
proposed thereby in case of an attack. You are also 
to keep a suflScient number of your trading guns loaded 
and at hand, which charges are also to be drawn every 
month, and if there be any Indians you can confide in 
and will be of service to you in your defence, we re- 
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coriiiiHnd it to you to employ them in such maoner i 
yn tljiiik proper." 

Uiiiiiiilj if ft French oommander of even Iberville 
jiiiH.i had appealed before the forts of the Compan 
ill 1 74S he lOt with a far different rece| 

li'iiL to thai offered to that champion i 

Tlio Coqj much from the press-gang: 

iVoiLL timo I in eras of war the evil ws 

iiliLinst iatok ^ v^ell known that the siului 

in lis employ st the ablest and hardiest o 

the high seM,' exposed them perpetually t 

llie onslaughts of the crimps and bullies. 

Ill 1T:.'.9 the Company's vessel, the Sea/uose, wn 
intercepted hy the inau-ol-war Wixrwkl-, and seventec 
men of the Smhorxi' crew captured by the prcss-i^an 
for services in the navy. 

That the Si-ahi-jw might not be totally witliou 
servants, a number of incompetent landsmen were pii 
aboard in their stead. Nevertheless, the voyage wa 
continued to the liay, although not without gi^eat peri 
not arriving until 27th of September. The voj"ag 
of the disabled Schor^c was long a tradition in th 
Company's service, 

By an Ordev-iii-Council dated the 4tb of Febrnar 
174-S, a petition fi'om Arthur llobhs and members c 
a committee a2)pointcd by the subscribers for tindin 
out a passage to the Western and Sniitlicru Ocean c 
Amerii'a, "was referr^'d to the consideration of a com 
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niittee of Parliament." After hearing counsel for and 
against the Company, this committee of two members 
decided that " considering how long the Company have 
Dobiw'ueu- e"jf*yc<i in<l acted under this charter with- 
tion rejected out interruption or encroachment, we cannot 
m^entn^ "" think it advisftblo for his Majesty to make 
committee, gj^y express or implied declaration against 
the validity of it till there has been some judgment 
of a court of justice to warrant it." Enraged at this 
decision, Dobbs and his friends lost no time in taking 
other steps towards the accomplishment of their purpose 
hostile to the interests of the Honourable Merchants- 
Adventurers in England trading into Hudson's Bay. 
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